Secondary Vocal Methods

Music 410 fall 2004


Professor:

Robert Provencio

Meeting time

TR 3:30-6:00

Meeting Place:
Music 127

Office:


Music 106

Office Hours:

MW 1-2 & by appointment

Phone Number:
664-3073 - office   832-5467 - home

Email Address:
rprovencio@csub.edu


Secondary Vocal Methods I (Music 410) is designed for aspiring choral conductors and other music teachers preparing for careers in secondary school, university, community, church, and professional settings.  The course will cover three broad areas important to choral musicians:  (1) foundations and philosophies of music education; (2) choral methodology and; (3) choral program administration.  


The foundations and philosophies section of the course will include discussion and study of the place of choral music in its various settings.  Students will be expected to gain an understanding of the history and function of choral music in various institutions that foster choirs.  Students will also develop a written statement of their own philosophy of music education.  


Students will be expected to display command of the techniques of score preparation and analysis, and will be expected to successfully rehearse and conduct a choir as part of their study of methodology and techniques.  Observation of professional choral musicians will also form an important element in this course.  Students will be expected to document five hours of such observation (of at least three different conductors) by writing one-page critiques describing their perceptions of the rehearsals, concerts, or festivals visited.  Fundamentals of rehearsal technique, and choir development will be explored from the perspective of teaching three main areas: vocal technique, musicianship, and presentation.

Techniques for program development, structuring, and administration will be examined as the third element of the course.  Specific plans for recruitment, training, and retention of singers will be discussed as will relationships within the school and community.  An important aspect of this element will be the professional module in which members of the class will prepare a number of documents in response to memoranda from a variety of “school administrators.”  

Texts
Required reading:


Collins, Don L. Teaching Choral Music.  Second edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  



Prentice-Hall, 1983.  ISBN 0-13-081356-7

University Interscholastic League.  Prescribed Music List.   Austin, TX:  University of Texas, nd.

Recommended reading:

Birge, Edward Bailey.  History of Public School Music in the United States.   Washington, D.C., Music Educators National Conference.

Phillips, Kenneth H.  Teaching Kids to Sing.  New York: Schirmer Books, 1992.

Grading


No formal examinations are planned (except for quizzes on the reading) and there is no formal paper in the usual sense.  Instead, students will be expected to prepare a number of documents of the type typically required of choral musicians: a resume, a statement of educational philosophy, a budget, a concert program, a five-year plan, and others.  Final grades will be arrived at based on the following scale--30% foundations & philosophy, 30% methods & techniques, 30% administration, 10% class assignments.
