PSYCHOLOGY 310L

Child Psychology Laboratory - Spring 2009
DDH F100

(CRN# 30795, 30796; Section 1; T & Th 5:45-7:45 PM) 
Instructor:
Carol Raupp

Office:
DDH D121


Data entry room: DDH D116

Phone:  
(661)654-2370 

E-mail:  craupp@csub.edu
Office Hours:
Tu 7:50-9:05 PM, W 3:00-5:00 PM, W 7:50-9:05 PM
REQUIRED TEXT
Miller, S. A.  (1998).  Developmental research methods (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.  The Psych Department will rent you a copy for $10, with $7 refundable at the end of the quarter.  Minimize marking in the book. One copy of this book is available in Library Reserve.  Copies of this edition should also be inexpensive on Amazon or other sites.
RECOMMENDED

Fiddler, L., Hecht, L., Nelson, E. E., Nelson, E. N., & Ross, J.  (2005). SPSS for Windows Version 15.0. A basic tutorial.  New York:  McGraw-Hill. (or version 13 should be helpful)

APA Publication Manual

 Connection with 310:

Some of you have already taken PSYC 310.  You will need to refer to your 310 text and your 310 notes for child development information for this course.

Some of you are taking PSYC 310 now.  You may need to read ahead in your text to cover child development topics in 310L on the schedule we will use.  If you drop 310 you must also drop 310L.  If necessary you may drop 310L and stay in 310.


Access to children:

Lab 1 uses filmed observations from the CSUB Children's Center. You will need access to child participants who are not your own children for other labs (Lab 2, one child 4 or 5 years old and one child 8 or 9 years old; Lab 3, one child 9 to 11.9, one child 12 to 14.9 years old, and one child 15 to 17.9 years old).     If you are not able to arrange participants you should drop the course. 

Course Description:

Psychology 310L gives you experience with developmental research methods.  Using your understanding of statistics and methods from prerequisite courses as a foundation, you will practice a variety of data collection approaches with children of varying ages.  This will give you experience with the pragmatic, ethical, and conceptual issues that arise when doing research with children.  You will analyze data collected by students in the course and write laboratory reports about your findings.  

Schedule and Assignments
Tuesday, March 31, holiday honoring Cesar Chavez and the principles of social justice he stood for, CSUB is closed

Th  4/2
Overview


Read Chapters 1, 2, 8

T  4/7
Univariate/descriptive analyses

Th  4/9
Preparation for Lab 1

Read Chapters 3, 6, 12
T  4/14
Preparation for Lab 1 (sign up for data entry time)
(Data collection for Lab 1, 4/14 to 4/16)

Th  4/16
No class meeting/Lab 1 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time)

T  4/21
No class meeting/Lab 1 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time)

Th  4/23
Preparation for Lab 2


Read Chapters 5, 9

T  4/28
Lab 1 progress discussion

Midterm #1 (covers in-class concepts and Chs. 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 12)


Preparation for Lab 2
Th  4/30
Lab 1 due


Preparation for Lab 2 continued (sign up for data entry time)

Read Chapters 7, 11
(Data collection for Lab 2, 4/30 to 5/7)


T    5/5
No class meeting (I am available)
Th  5/7
No class meeting/Lab 2 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time)

T  5/12
No class meeting/Lab 2 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time)
Th  5/14
Lab 2 progress discussion


Read Chapters 4, 6

T  5/19
Lab 2 report due


Preparation for Lab 3

Th  5/21
Midterm #2 (covers in-class concepts and Chs. 4, 5, 7, 9, 11)


Preparation for Lab 3 (sign up for data entry time)

(Data collection for Lab 3, 5/21 to 5/26)

Monday May 25, Memorial Day Holiday, CSUB is closed

T  5/26
No class meeting/Lab 3 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time)

Th  5/28
No class meeting/Lab 3 data entry in DDH D116 (assigned time) 

T  6/2
Lab 3 progress report

Th  6/4
No class meeting (I am available)
T    6/9
Discuss research methods in developmental psychology


Lab 3 due

FINAL EXAM --Thursday June 11, 8-10:30 PM

Course Requirements:


ATTEND CLASS, complete reading assignments.  A deduction of 1% of the course grade will be made for each absence from a class meeting. Note that there are some days you will meet with me individually to enter data at an appointed time and two days in which the class does not meet at all (in order to balance time you are collecting data) but I will be available at my office for individual consultation.

Two MIDTERM EXAMS, April 28 and May 21. Fixed-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer items.  FINAL EXAM, June 11. Fixed-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short-answer items.  Cumulative.


DATA COLLECTION, due during appointment times on dates specified.  NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Partial credit for fewer than assigned children, incorrect ages, or coming to the appointment without data summarized correctly.

LAB REPORT 1, due April 30 at the beginning of class.


LAB REPORT 2, due May 19 at the beginning of class.


LAB REPORT 3, due June 9 at the beginning of class.

Course Grade:


Midterm 1 (6%) + Midterm 2 (6%) + Final (12%) + Data Collection (21% [3x7%]) + Lab 1 Report (15%) + Lab 2 Report (18%) + Lab 3 Report (22%) =100%


A
=
92-100%
B-
=
80-81%
D+
=
68-69%


A-
=
90-91%
C+
=
78-79%
D
=
62-67%


B+
=
88-89%
C
=
72-77%
D-
=
60-61%


B
=
82-87%
C-
=
70-71%
F
=
  0-59%

Policies:

Class courtesy is expected.  Turn off your phones in this classroom.  Do not hold extraneous conversations with others or eat dinner during class.  Coming to class late or leaving early should only be happening if you have a great emergency. ******

Policy on "Incompletes": Incompletes are given only when serious reasons come up, after more than 50% of the course work is completed and graded, and must be arranged through the class instructor.  Incompletes convert to "F's" if work is not completed by the end of the next academic term. ******

Policy on Academic Dishonesty: Any student caught in an act of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism or cheating on tests, will receive an "F" (zero) for the assignment.  Please refer to the CSUB Catalog and coverage of the syllabus the first day of class for the full details and definitions of what actions qualify under this policy.  Copying from other students or using notes during an exam results in a zero for that exam.  All generation of hypotheses, definitions of variables, analyses, and lab reports should be your own.  Quotes and summaries should be appropriately attributed.  All sources must be appropriately referenced (APA style).  Plagiarism on a lab or cheating on a test results in a score of zero and will be reported to campus administrators.  Read the handout on my homepage about types of plagiarism in papers and how to avoid plagiarism.  No excuses whatsoever will be accepted for plagiarism. ******

Students who know or suspect they have a disability that is relevant, should alert the instructor to this fact.  Contact the Office for Students with Disabilities (654-3360) to arrange appropriate support. ******

April 21 is the last day to withdraw from the class without a “W” appearing on your transcript and from April 22 through May 19 you must have a “serious and compelling reason” to drop the class.  Deciding you don't want to be in the course because your grades are poor or you are busy are not "serious and compelling" reasons.  After May 19 there are no drops. ******

Assignments: Lab reports must be typed. Written projects will be docked 10% (of the lab grade) for each calendar day late, beginning on the due date after projects are collected in class.  Data collection assignments will not be accepted after they are due. Assignments may not be e-mailed.******No extra credit assignments are offered. ******

Writing:  When using word processors and typewriters for assignments, be sure to allow enough time for the inevitable snafus: jammed printers, long lines, etc.  What I should be seeing are corrected versions, not first drafts.  Spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors greatly reduce the quality of your assignments and poor writing results in lower grades.  Writing tutoring is available for university credit each term. ******

Make-ups:  If you have a religious holiday that conflicts with an exam or a due date for an assignment, let me know so that we can arrange accommodation. ******

Exams may not be made up without documented proof of medically-treated accident, illness, or other personal mishap.  The final exam cannot be rescheduled without proof of mishap or of three or more exams on one day. ******

If you are absent for two or more consecutive classes, notify me (654-2370) to arrange keeping up.  I try to assist people who stay in touch but seldom feel motivated to help people who disappear without explanation for extended periods. Instructors do not drop students from classes just because they disappear—a grade of “U” results, which counts as an “F”.******

