
SYLLABUS
SPANISH 425 - CHICANO LITERATURE

Winter  Quarter 2005
Dr. Anthony Nuño 
Office B123 Hours: Monday- 12-2:00 
DDH/B123    Ph. 665-6799

                       Tue-Thurs: 2:3:30
e-mail: anuno2@csub.edu
TEXTS

1. Literatura Chicana: 1965-1995, ed. Hernández-Gutiérrez and Foster. (Runner Bookstore)

2.  Ana Castillo, So Far From God  (Runner Bookstore)

OBJECTIVES AND GOALS:

A.Students will acquire specific knowledge about the body of Chicano/a Literature. Students will learn from a variety of Chicano literary texts, including  essays, epic poetry, lyric poetry,  short story, novel and drama, as well as folk literature.
B. Students will develop critical understanding of the importance of Chicano literary discourses and its relation to the development of identity among Chicanos/as.

C. Students will gain an understanding  of the contributions of Chicano/a authors to Hispanic and American letters.

D. Students will develop an understanding of the sociocultural factors that shaped Chicano/a Literature

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is an introductory survey course of major themes in the development of Chicano literature. As such, it covers the major literary genres in Chicano literature - the essay, epic poetry, lyric poetry, the short story, novel and drama, as well as folk literature. In this course, we will focus on major historical developments that shaped Chicano culture and how Chicano literary discourse incorporated the experiences of Chicanos/as. Specifically we will analyze issues of ethnicity, gender, race and sexual orientation from a critical thinking perspective to gain an insight into the role of Chicano/a literature as part of the  United States’ multicultural  canon. I expect all students to come to class prepared to discuss materials assigned. We will have weekly discussion to promote critical thinking and foster an understanding of major components of Chicano/a literature.
WEEK 1

Introduction to course: syllabus, requirements, exams-What is literature? What is Chicano/a literature?

Historical Background of Mexican American Societies: European/Spanish- 

Aztec/Mexican background.
WEEK 2

Cont: Historical Background

WEEK 3

THE ESSAY: Octavio Romano, Richard Rodriguez
WEEK 4

THE ESSAY: Gloria Anzaldúa - 

WEEK 5

  LYRIC POETRY
Alurista, Abelardo Delgado, José Montoya, Ernie Padilla, Ana Castillo, Rodolfo González,

Lorna Dee Cervantes

WEEK 6 LYRIC POETRY
Alurista, Abelardo Delgado, José Montoya, Ernie Padilla, Ana Castillo, Rodolfo González

MIDTERM:  February 7



WEEK 7

SHORT STORY: Estela Portillo-Trambley –Helena Maria Viramontes, Gary Soto
WEEK 8

THE NOVEL, Ana Castillo’s So Far From God

WEEK 9

THE NOVEL Ana Castillo’s So Far From God

WEEK 10

THE NOVEL Ana Castillo’s So Far From God/Chicano Theater

WEEK 11

FINAL EXAM: March 17  @ 5:00-7:30 p.m.

GRADING:

MIDTERM         
25%                                         
FINAL EXAM
25%  
RESEARCH  PAPER
30%

Class Participation,
20%
    

including Group Presentation

 Mid-Term Exam – Covers material from first half of quarter..
 Research Paper: All papers must be typed (double spaced), using the MLA guidelines.  Your paper is due the last day of class, and it should reflect your critical thinking on a topic related to Chicano Literature or culture. You will be required to write a 8-10 page research paper.Attendance Note: 4 unexcused absences will result in an F for this course. This syllabus is subject to change to meet the needs of the class. Any such change will be announced.
 Final Exam – Covers material from second half of quarter.
Evaluative Criteria:
For each assignment, students will be informed of the criteria used to grade their work. Generally, students should be aware of these criteria for evaluating written work.
A - A paper which develops ideas effectively and includes a major thesis statement which demonstrates critical thinking themes and perspectives discussed in class. This paper possesses  coherent organization, with sentences that are competently constructed, effective and creative.  
B -- This paper has a strong thesis, but lacks superior organization  and development of ideas that effectively convey a  critical thinking perspective. 
C -- This paper lacks a strong thesis and the application of a critical thinking perspective is weak. Ideas are developed in an average manner with limited variety of sentence structure and vocabulary . 

D – This  paper fails to develop a thesis, and it lacks understanding of relevant issues discussed in class. Paragraphs lack cohesiveness and sentences are repetitious and dependent on cliches.
INTEGRITY OF SCHOLARSHIP AND GRADES/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
The CSUB rules regarding the integrity of scholarship will be strictly enforced.  For your information, the rules, as they appear on page 57 of the 2003-2004 Catalog are as follows:
The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars.  The University expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles and in so doing protect the validity of University grades.  This means that all academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind.  Instructors, for their part, will exercise care in the planning and supervision of academic work so that honest effort will be positively encouraged.
Plagiarism, the practice of taking ideas and writings from another and offering them as one's own, is a form of cheating and is unacceptable.  It may consist of handing in someone else's work, copying a composition, using ideas, paragraphs, sentences, or phrases written by another or using ideas, data, and statistics compiled by another.  This includes rearrangement of phrases from the original into a new pattern.  When using ideas, interpretations, or material written or compiled by another, acknowledgment of indebtedness to the original author or source must be made by the use of quotation marks, footnotes or similar references.
A student may not submit a paper (or two papers which are substantially the same) for credit in two different courses unless a prior agreement to accept such work has been made between the instructors involved.
If any instance of academic dishonesty is discovered by an instructor, it is the instructor's responsibility to give a failing grade to the student for the course.  In every case, the instructor should notify in writing the Dean of Students and the dean of the school in which the student is enrolled of the circumstances of the case.  In all cases of academic dishonesty, the first offense will result in the student's receiving an "F" in the course and the second offense will result in termination of the student's enrollment at the University.
A student may appeal any sanction employed by the instructor and the University based upon an allegation of academic dishonesty by initiating grievance procedures within no more than fifteen (15) school days (academic year) after notification of the grade is mailed or personally given to the student.  Procedures are available in the School deans' offices.

