
public service and an educational opportunity 
for a student,” said Curt Asher, Interim Dean.

According to the archives librarian and 
curator of the library’s Historical Research 
Center Chris Livingston, the intern will have 
the opportunity to organize and develop a 
new community archive.  Livingston will be 
mentoring the student-intern through the project, 
especially in the areas of collection evaluation, 
archival arrangement and description, and the 
digitization of records and photos.

“We need the right person for this project, 
someone who is detail-oriented and innovative, 
capable of working alone,” Livingston said. 
“The main thing though is an enthusiasm for 
local history and an ability to learn new skills.”

The internship is paid and begins summer 
quarter and will continue through summer 
2016.

For more information contact Chris 
Livingston at 654-3253 or clivingston@csub.
edu.  The deadline for applications is Friday, 
June 5 at 5 p.m.
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Library Partners with Agriculture 
Group on Internship Project
Historical Research Center and Cotton Growers working to 
preserve important history

John C. Hampsey, Author of Kaufman’s 
Hill, Named 2015 Writer in Residence

Established in 1922 by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, the Shafter Research Station 
had a big impact on Kern County farming 
and the cotton industry.  In 2012, when the 
USDA withdrew as manager of the station, the 
San Joaquin Valley Quality Cotton Growers 
Association (SJQCGA) stepped in to ensure that 
research continued on the 20 acre site, which is 
surrounded by 60 acres of specially configured 
plot land.

Much of the research that occurred at the 
station had to do with a variety of short-staple 
cotton known as Acala, which is considered the 
finest in the world and is only grown in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  

Stiern Library has partnered with the 
SJQCGA to help document the history of the 
Research Station and its impact on Kern County 
agriculture. With funding from the SJQCGA, 
the library will be employing an intern in a one 
of a kind opportunity.

“This is an example of our library partnering 
with a community group to provide both a 

 John Hampsey is 
the 2015 Walter Stiern 
Library PG&E Writer 
in Residence, and will 
be offering a workshop 
to community and 
campus writers in the 
library on June 25 from 
9 to 4. 
 The Writer-in-

Residence program began in the summer of 
2012, when Arts and Humanities Dean Richard 
Collins agreed serve as the library’s first 
writer, and to provide the summer workshop 
to students and community members.  PG&E 
saw the potential and decided to partner with 
the library on the project.  
 “With PG&E’s help, we have been able 
to bring writers Angie Chau and Marissa 
Silver to campus to provide us with a spring 
reading and to teach a summer workshop,” 
said Interim Library Dean Curt Asher.  “We’re 
all very happy John Hampsey will be working 
with us this year.”
 He made his first visit to campus May 7 to 
read from Kaufman’s Hill for an enthusiastic 
audience.
 Hampsey has a long and distinguished 
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career as a short story writer and essayist and is 
currently working on a novel. His current book 
Kaufman’s Hill has recently been published.  
Hampsey teaches literature at Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo.  He earned his Ph. D. at Boston 
College.
 Set in Pittsburgh in the 1960s, the coming of 
age memoir has been described by authors and 
reviewers as “spellbinding” and “sensitive” 
and the “best book written on American 
boyhood in decades.”
 “We are again bringing a talented writer 
to CSUB in the summer to instruct and help 
our local writers.  I hope everyone who writes 
fiction or memoir or who harbors such a desire 
will take advantage of this great opportunity,” 
said Asher, who established the program.

Seven  questions for John Hampsey 

1. What made you want to be a writer? 
It started in college, being exposed to so many 
great writers. I remember being especially 
fascinated by writing styles, how each writer 
finds a way to take command of language in 

John Hampsey
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 Seven local poets read from their work at a Walter Presents event April 21 in the 
Dezember Room.  It is the library’s second annual poetry gathering.

 “We again had the area’s best poets on campus to 
read,” said Interim Library Dean Curt Asher. “It’s an 
event the library looks forward to all year.”

 The poets offered a 
range of styles. English 
professor Dr. Marit 
MacArthur, who helped 
organize the event, read 
from her work.  Also reading were local poets Portia Choi 
and Don Thompson, Bakersfield College’s Levan Center 
director Jack Hernandez, Taft College professor Geoff Dyer, 
and CSUB English professor Matt Woodman. 

Second Annual Local Poets Event 
Draws Kern Literati

Tales from the Vault #4
The Long Hard Road of a Country Musician
 By Chris Livingston, Archivist

 This edition of Tales from the Vault takes 
us to the Bakersfield Sound. The Historical 
Research Center at the Walter W. Stiern 
Library contains a number of 
interviews with Bakersfield 
musical legends such as Oscar 
Whittington, “Tumbleweed” 
Turner, Jelly Sanders, and Red 
Simpson. One of the gems of 
this collection is an interview 
with Bill Woods. Interviewed 
in 1976 by Jana Jae Greif (the 
fiddler of Hee Haw fame), Bill 
Woods was known to many as 
the “Granddaddy of County 
Music.” 
 Originally from Texas, Bill 
Woods migrated to Arvin with 
his family in 1941. Reflecting 
on the move Woods notes “I 
came out and was fairly young 
and it was in the summer and I got a job 
driving a truck, hauling wine grapes to the 
winery.  I wasn’t in the music at that time.  
I’d been playing in church.  My dad was a 
minister back in Texas... I was playing off 
and on in church.” Woods’ long hard journey 
to Bakersfield Sound fame began shortly 
thereafter: “I ran off from home when I was 
about 14 and joined a band. We didn’t play 
dances or anything, we played a radio show 
on KRRV in Longview [Texas].”
 Eventually Woods and his family found 
themselves in Tulare County. He notes 
“from Arvin, we moved to Visalia...It was 
still summer and I decided I wanted to be a 
carpenter… so I helped build that Sequoia 

an original and startling way. Eventually, I 
realized how all good writing is about the 
rhythms, whether it is poetry or fiction or 
drama or nonfiction. And if you want to 
achieve strong rhythms, you have to read your 
writing out loud.
 
2. What was your motivation for 
undertaking this project?
I had been writing fiction for years, but with 
storylines that I made up. Then, on a whim, I 
wrote a story about when I was seven, a “true” 
story, and called it “Rat Stick at Twilight.” My 
writing group thought it was the best “fiction” I 
had written (I hadn’t told them it was memoir). 
One person said it offered a perspective on 
childhood he hadn’t seen before. That story 
became Chapter One, and I was on my way to 
writing Kaufman’s Hill.

3. Why did you feel that you had to write 
this now?
I started the book in the mid-1990s. Then I 
stopped to work on a book about intellectual 
history (Paranoia and Contentment). When I 
went back to Kaufman’s Hill in 2004, it was 
after my mother had just died (my father had 
died in 1975). I felt strangely liberated and 
driven to reveal things more deeply, especially 
about my father and his world, and to focus on 
how the old days shape our present and future 
selves in ways we may not readily want to 
admit.

4. How long did this take you to 
write?
Overall about seven years. And then there was 
revision.

5. What part of writing the book was 
most challenging? 
I had to make a decision, early on, whether to 
write from the perspective of the boy, or from 
an older man looking back, or from both. My 
instinct told me to write from the perspective 
of the boy because that would create a greater 
intensity, a greater truth and sense of presence. 
But the problem is you are then limited to the 
vocabulary of a boy, which created an aesthetic 
problem. So my literary struggle was to 
maintain the boy’s voice, but keep the writing 
lyrical and fresh. I found I could do it, but it 
was slow going.

6. What helped you to remember the past 
so clearly? Journals?
I’ve kept journals, on and off, since my college 
days. But for ages 7 to 14, I had to rely on 
images. My siblings marvel at how I can 

Air Base.  Then I went back to school, to 
Visalia High.” After high school Woods 
did a number of things including stock car 

racing. But it was music that 
he enjoyed the most and found 
that the music business was 
the most challenging: 
 “I don’t believe there’s 
any business in the world, and 
I’ve done all kinds of work,  
slinging a sledge, running a 
jackhammer, boilermaker and 
everything, but  a c t u a l l y 
there’s no work as hard 
mentally as the music business 
if you really get in there and 
work it…It’s awful hard, 
like some of the guys here in 
Bakersfield that’s on top right 
now, Buck and Merle, and you 

know, they don’t get there by just 
someone showing them the way. They got to 
get there on their own and it’s a lot of hard 
work.”
 Bill Woods died on April 30, 2000. Red 
Simpson lamented upon the death of his 
old friend: “He was pure country. If you 
want to know the history of the Bakersfield 
Sound, it’s all in that song [Bill Woods of 
Bakersfield]. He helped everybody.” 
 Do you want to learn more about Bill 
Woods and the Bakersfield Sound? His story 
and others are available in the Historical 
Research Center. Come visit us! You never 
know what you’ll discover!

Chris Livingston
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Lessons in Dissent comes to library 
 Documentary filmmaker Matthew Torne 
brought his film about dissent and protest 
in Hong Kong to CSUB recently.  Torne, an 
Oxford-educated documentarian, stopped at 
Stiern Library as part of a national tour to 
promote the film, which focuses on the stories 
of Joshua Wong and Ma Jai, the high-school-
aged leaders of a major protest movement 
against the Hong Kong government’s 
education policies.
 The event drew a small crowd of students, 
faculty, and community attendees to the 
Dezember Reading Room to view the film and 
discuss it with the director. They questioned 
Torne about the movement and the ethical 
questions it raises.

 Torne filmed Lessons in Dissent over 18 
months and watched the protest movement 
spiral upwards, with over 100,000 protest  
participants, culminating in the occupation 
of a public park near government offices 
and a five-day hunger strike.   The central 
concern of the movement is the Hong 
Kong government’s effort to establish 
a compulsory “Moral and National 
Education” which protesters say is biased 
toward China and ignores dissenting voices.

Ashburn Donates Papers to CSUB
 Senator Roy Ashburn recently donated 
his political papers to the library’s Historical 
Research Center, where they will join those 
of Pauline Larwood, the county’s first female 
supervisor, former Assemblyman Phil Wyman, 
and U.S. Representatives Harlan Hagen and 
William Ketchum.
 Ashburn’s 26-year political career as 
an elected official took him from the Kern 
County Board of Supervisors through the 
State Assembly to the State Senate.  He held 
a number of important committee positions 
and chaired George H.W. Bush’s presidential 
campaign in Kern County.  He authored Valley 
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Celebrate CSUB!
 The Library helped show future 
students what CSUB has to offer at 
Celebrate CSUB, which draws big 
crowds every year to the campus 
square.  Pictured, facing the camera, 
are librarians Amanda Grombly (left) 
and Sandra Bozarth.  The library 
booth was a big attraction.

Fever and Welfare-to-Work legislation. 
 The library is collecting papers and oral 
memoirs from Kern County political leaders 
through its Historical Research Center.

Librarian Awarded
 Ying Zhong, a CSUB librarian, was an 
awardee in a ceremony held in the library by 
the Office of Grants, Research, and Sponsored 
Programs on April 16 for her work with nursing 
students at the Bakersfield Adult School, a 
partnership which aims to address the chronic 
shortage of health care workers in the San 
Joaquin Valley.
 Funded by the National Network of Libraries 
of Medicine, Zhong heads a project that 
provides resources, research assistance, and a 
tailored training program on the use of medical 
information resources to Bakersfield Adult 
School nursing and other health care students, 
equipping them with the skills they need to 
locate and use information in journal databases, 
books, and National Library of Medicine 
resources.

EBSCO Database Access Expanded
 The library recently substantially expanded 
its Academic Search holdings through EBSCO, 
adding tens of thousands of highly sought-after 
articles in nearly every academic subject.  The 
upgrade to Academic Search Complete now 
provides access to over 2,000 scholarly journals.
 “EBSCO is an aggregator of information 
sources,” said Collections Librarian Amanda 
Grombly.  “It maintains content usage contracts 
with most of the major academic publishers.”
 In addition to Academic Complete, students 
have thirty-nine other database research sources 
available through the library on every subject 
taught on campus, offering millions of articles.  
EBSCO Academic Search Complete is the most 
heavily used database in the collection.

CSUB Library Catalog: an International 
Resource
 On average, 33 percent of computers 
accessing the CSUB online library catalog are 
from countries other than the US.  
 “The online catalog is the internet resource 
that allows people to check our book holdings. 
Anyone can access the site any time,” said 
Library Systems Analyst Frank Aguirre.  
 During a three-month period, from January 
to March, the catalog was accessed by 52,406 
users.  People from more than fifty countries 
accessed the catalog, including 2,930 from 
Brazil, 591 from Poland, 28 from Nepal.

remember so much about the old days. And I 
tell them it is not so much about remembering 
a narrative of events, as much as letting the 
indelible images resurface. So many of them 
are as fresh in my mind as they were 50 years 
ago. I don’t know why that is, or even if it is a 
good thing, but I suspect it is.

7. What is your writing process?
I like to write from mid morning to early 
afternoon, never worrying about punctuation 
and spelling, because I’m trying to catch up 
with my fingers to what I’m seeing in my 
mind’s eye.
The resulting pages may look like gibberish, 
but after that, it’s all about the process of 
revision. Sometimes I revise late at night, and 
oftentimes reading out loud. And I revise the 
same few pages over and over again… until I 
like the rhythms and lyrical quality of every 
line, until it seems there is something special 
on every page. 

Matt Woodman reads from 
his poetry 
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