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This report summarizes assessment progress made by programs in the School of Arts and Humanities as 
of January 20, 2016. The relevant areas include: Standing Requirements, assessment studies for 2013-
14, the Annual Reports for 2013-14, and prior assessment studies. This report also makes 
recommendations for completing the assessment cycle and assessment planning for the semester 
conversion. 

Overall, the School of Arts and Humanities is satisfactorily engaged in assessment, although there are 
some programs that are struggling to sustain their assessment efforts. 

• Two programs—Philosophy and Theater—have completed a full assessment cycle. 
• Three programs—English (Dev), English (MA), History (MA)—are on track to complete a full 

assessment cycle prior to Fall 2016. 
• Three programs—Art, Communications, English (BA)—could complete a full assessment cycle 

prior to Fall 2016 with some changes to their 2015-16 assessment plan. 
• Three programs—Spanish (BA), Spanish (MA), and Religious Studies—are struggling to complete 

their assessment cycle in a timely fashion. 
• Two programs—History (BA) and Music—have undergone program transformation, and thus 

will not complete a full assessment cycle for their outgoing program. 

Standing Requirements 

Nearly all programs in the School of Arts and Humanities have completed the Standing Requirements 
fields in TaskStream (Mission Statement, PLOs, curriculum maps, mapping to ULOs, and syllabi). Only the 
PLO-ULO map for Religious Studies is incomplete, and 10/11 syllabi for Spanish (MA) are missing. 

Recommendation: Given the upcoming conversion, all programs should update their standing 
requirements in light of their program transformations. Particular attention should be given to 
ensuring that SLOs are measurable, curriculum maps are complete, and maps to ULOs are 
appropriate. In addition, the A&H FAC should also encourage all programs to continue uploading 
syllabi to TaskStream. 

2014-15 Assessment Studies 

Nearly all programs in the School of Arts and Humanities have completed assessment studies in 2014-
15. The action plans and status updates for Communications and English (BA) are missing, and Religious 
Studies did not complete an assessment study during the 2014-15 cycle. 

Recommendation: The A&H FAC should encourage faculty from Communications, English, and 
Religious Studies to complete their assessment studies from 2014-15. 

2014-15 Annual Reports 



Most programs in the School of Arts and Humanities have completed their 2013-14 annual reports. Only 
report for Communications is incomplete. 

Recommendation: The A&H FAC should encourage the Department Chair for Communications 
to complete their 2013-14 Annual Report. 

Prior Assessment Studies 

All programs in the School of Arts and Humanities have completed assessment studies from 2010-11, 
2011-12, 2012-13, and 2013-14.  

Recommendation: The A&H FAC should identify examples of excellent assessment studies to 
publicize in the (planned) assessment newsletter.  

Completing the Assessment Cycle 

This year marks the final year of the quarter system. Programs should make their best effort to complete 
the assessment of their PLOs this year, and plan how to assess their programs on the semester system, 
particularly those programs undergoing transformation. 

Art: The Art program revised their PLOs in Fall 2013. There are currently seven PLOs, plus one 
solely for Art Education and two solely for Art History. All of the core PLOs have been assessed. 
The program has planned to assess the Art Education outcome in 2015-16. The program also 
needs to assess the two Art History outcomes to complete the assessment cycle.  

Communications: The Communications PLOs were revised in 2011-12. There are currently 
twelve PLOs, five of which have been assessed. The program plans to assess the three outcomes 
associated with Goal 2 in 2015-16. The program also needs to assess the four outcomes 
associated with Goal 5 to complete the assessment cycle. 

English (BA): The English (BA) PLOs were revised in 2013-14. There are currently seven PLOs, 
plus two solely for English Education. Five of the core PLOs have been assessed. The program 
plans to assess the two remaining core PLOs in 2015-16. The program also needs to assess the 
two English Education PLOs to complete the assessment cycle.  

English (Dev): The English (Dev) PLOs were revised in 2013-14. There are currently six PLOs, 
three of which have been assessed. The program plans to assess the remaining three PLOs in 
2015-16, which will complete the assessment cycle. 

English (MA): The English (MA) PLOs were revised in 2013-14. There are currently six PLOs, five 
of which have been assessed. The program plans to reassess one of these outcomes in 2015-16. 
Instead, the program should assess the one remaining PLO to complete the assessment cycle.  

History (BA): The History (BA) PLOs were revised to align with the program transformation. The 
new program has eight PLOs, two of which were assessed in the previous cycle. The program 
faculty should develop a five-year assessment plan for the new program to begin in 2016-17. 



History (MA): There are currently four History (MA) PLOs, two of which have been assessed. The 
program could complete the assessment cycle prior to Fall 2016 if the two remaining PLOs were 
assessed in 2015-16. 

Music: The Music PLOs were revised to align with the program transformation. There are now 
nine PLOs, three of which were assessed in the previous cycle. The program faculty should 
develop a five-year assessment plan for the new program to begin in 2016-17. 

Philosophy: There are currently twelve Philosophy PLOs, all of which have been assessed. The 
program faculty plan to revise their PLOs in 2015-16 to align with their program transformation.  

Religious Studies: There are currently ten Religious Studies PLOs, five of which have been 
assessed. The program did not complete an assessment study in 2014-15. The program faculty 
needs to assess the five remaining PLOs to complete the assessment cycle. 

Spanish (BA): The Spanish (BA) PLOs were revised in 2013-14. There are currently eight PLOs, 
three of which have been assessed. The program needs to assess the five remaining PLOs to 
complete the assessment cycle. 

Spanish (MA): The Spanish (MA) PLOs were revised in 2013-14. There are currently nine PLOs, 
five of which have been assessed. The program needs to assess the four remaining PLOs to 
complete the assessment cycle. 

Theatre: There are currently ten Theatre PLOs, all of which have been assessed. The program 
faculty should develop a five-year assessment plan for their next assessment cycle. 

Looking Forward 

Personnel: Currently, two programs have reassigned time for lecturers to lead assessment 
efforts: Chris Cruz-Boone for Communications and Valerie Turner for English (Dev). I recommend 
that these assignments continue. 

Assessment Planning: In addition to revising standing requirements in light of program 
transformations, I recommend that each program use 2015-16 to (1) review its findings from the 
past five years to take inventory of what was learned and needs improvement, and (2) develop a 
5-year assessment plan to ensure that all PLOs are assessed from 2016-17 through 2021-22.  

 


