What Happens to Agriculture Affects Us All
By Rachel Nettleton, Executive Director, Kern County Farm Bureau
Agriculture touches every single person, every single day. Whether you grew up on a farm or have never set foot in a field, the food you eat, the clothes you wear, and even the fuel that powers your car all trace back to agriculture in some way. Yet, despite its importance, agriculture is changing rapidly, and not always for the better.
Across California and the nation, we are seeing a steady decline in agricultural land and a shrinking number of farmers and ranchers. Urban growth, rising costs, regulations, water challenges, and economic pressures are making it harder for families to continue farming. Many operations that have existed for generations are now facing the difficult decision of whether they can afford to keep going. With fewer farmers and less farmland, we risk losing not only local food production, but also the deep knowledge and community values that come with it.
Here in Kern County, agriculture is a driving force of our economy and identity. Being one of the top three agricultural counties in California, our farms and ranches provide food, jobs, and economic stability for our entire region. But even in this agricultural powerhouse, our producers are navigating unprecedented challenges, from water regulations and labor shortages to market volatility and rising input costs. These pressures affect not just farmers, but every consumer who relies on affordable, locally grown food.
This is where the work of the Kern County Farm Bureau becomes so critical.
Our role goes far beyond advocacy for farmers. We serve as a bridge between agriculture and the broader community, helping people understand where their food comes from, how it is produced, and why local agriculture matters. We work to ensure that farmers have a voice in public policy, that regulations are practical and fair, and that decisions impacting agriculture are made with real-world understanding.
We also focus heavily on education and community engagement. We host school field trips, community events, and public outreach efforts, which are designed to connect people with agriculture in a meaningful way. When someone meets a farmer, sees crops growing, or learns how food is produced, it builds appreciation, trust, and understanding. Those connections matter.
Agriculture today looks very different than it did even a generation ago. Technology, sustainability practices, conservation efforts, and innovation are shaping the future of farming. Farmers are constantly adapting, improving efficiency, and finding ways to grow more with fewer resources. At the same time, they are balancing environmental responsibility, economic viability, and community expectations. It is a complex and ever-evolving industry, and one that deserves recognition and support.
Supporting agriculture is not just about preserving tradition, it is about protecting our future. A strong local agricultural industry means a secure food supply, a strong economy, open spaces, and vibrant rural communities. It means maintaining the ability to feed ourselves and contribute to feeding the world.
At the Kern County Farm Bureau, we believe everyone has a role to play in supporting agriculture. Whether that means learning more about where your food comes from, attending community events, supporting local farmers, staying informed, voting on issues that support agriculture, or simply having conversations for a better understanding, every effort makes a difference.
Agriculture is more than an industry. It is a way of life, a public service, and a shared responsibility. As the landscape continues to change, our commitment to advocating, educating, and connecting our community to agriculture remains stronger than ever. Because when agriculture thrives, we all benefit.

