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Preliminary Education Specialist 
 

1. Literacy Instruction. The program includes the study of effective means of teaching 
literacy, in accordance with 44259 (b)(4)(A) and (B). 
 

In all coursework and fieldwork for the Educational Specialist Program, candidates are required 
to demonstrate knowledge of multiple methods for developing English language skills in English 
Learners. All candidates are required to take  EDSP 4100: Teaching Linguistically and Culturally 
Diverse students in SPED (CSUB Course Catalog Special Education Credential Admission 
Requirements and EDSP 4100 Syllabus). This 3-semester-unit course provides instruction and 
practice in assessing and designing instruction for English Learners and students with special 
needs. 
  
During the program, Educational Specialist candidates take EDEL 5100: Literacy and the Arts for 
Diverse Learners, which requires candidates to differentiate reading lessons for a variety of 
diverse learners (CSUB Course Catalog Special Education Program Requirements and EDEL 5100 
Syllabus).  Additionally, Educational Specialist candidates demonstrate knowledge of supporting 
students in developing English language skills in the Teaching Performance 
Assessments.  Educational Specialist candidates demonstrate knowledge of supporting students 
in developing English Language skills on the Reading Instruction Competency Assessment 
(sunset June 30, 2025) or the Literacy Performance Assessment (July 1, 2025). 
  
The CSUB  Educational Specialist program met the commission-required SB-488 requirements, 
see the Literacy Certification Letter. The program has completed its full review and course 
updates for TPE 7 and Program Standard 7, see the Literacy Certification Webpage.  
 
 
2. Assessing Candidates for Subject Matter Competence.  

The program sponsor has a timely and systematic process for evaluating and notifying 
candidates of their standing in relation to the subject matter competence requirement. 
This process includes: 
• Providing candidates with clear and accurate information in all advising and 

application materials about all options available to demonstrate subject matter 
competence, pursuant to Education Code Section 44259(b)(5)(a), Title 5 Code of 
Regulations §80096. 

• Within the first 60 days of the candidate’s admission, the institution must complete 
an assessment of each candidate’s standing in relation to demonstration of the 
subject matter competence requirement, including whether a coursework 
evaluation will be needed, and notify candidates of that standing.  

 
CSUB applicants are required to submit for Subject Matter Competency when applying to the 
credential program. Support and directions for submitting are provided on the SMC webpage. 

https://catalog.csub.edu/academic-degrees-programs/credential-programs/special-education-credential+/#admissionrequirementstext
https://catalog.csub.edu/academic-degrees-programs/credential-programs/special-education-credential+/#admissionrequirementstext
https://csub.box.com/s/e8aytqepl9y00h9rew01spc8eh7n4ivp
https://catalog.csub.edu/academic-degrees-programs/credential-programs/special-education-credential+/#programrequirementstext
https://csub.box.com/s/w3dxaeeiuz32sud6nnr576ewtjxm9qgk
https://csub.box.com/s/w3dxaeeiuz32sud6nnr576ewtjxm9qgk
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/csub.app.box.com/s/572lzliqgv1rh3du34k30dcdoa2f1e3r__;!!LNEL6vXnN3x8o9c!k16HJcigdzqjvwi_oeVA75-lALR9rlMJDfvyOVj587AGF2dHkiSIkvjsR3QWuz8XlLuAUA-rWOQVOBltqu344W1qS60gng$
https://csub.box.com/s/gf511y06fmf1m4bovdx99hss0bzmwgk4
https://www.csub.edu/educaccred/ctc/2024literacycertification.shtml
https://www.csub.edu/credentials/subject-matter-competency-smc.shtml
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Applicants are notified of the SMC decision prior to program admission and are provided with 
additional guidance as needed.  
 
 
3. Demonstration of Subject Matter Competency. The approved preliminary teacher 
preparation program sponsor determines that each candidate meets the subject matter 
requirement prior to being given daily whole class instructional responsibilities in a TK-12 
school. 
  
Candidates enrolled in an integrated undergraduate teacher preparation program may begin 
the daily whole class instruction portion of their student teaching experience before meeting 
the subject matter requirement. However, all candidates must meet the subject matter 
requirement before being recommended for their preliminary teaching credential. 
  
A) For Education Specialist programs, the candidate provides evidence of having 
demonstrated subject matter competence through one of the following methods:  

1. Completion of a subject matter program approved by the Commission on the basis of 
standards of program quality and effectiveness. Reference: Education Code 44259 
(b)(5)(A)(i). 

2. Passage of a Commission-approved subject matter examination. Reference: Education 
Code 44259 (b)(5)(A)(ii). 

3. Successful completion of coursework at one or more regionally accredited institution 
of higher education that addresses each of the domains of the subject matter 
requirements adopted by the Commission in the content area of the credential 
pursuant to Section 44282, as verified by a Commission-approved program of 
professional preparation. Coursework completed at a community or junior college 
that is regionally accredited by an accrediting agency listed in subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (g) of Section 44203 or by the Accrediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Colleges of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
may count for purposes of this clause. Reference: Education Code 44259 (b)(5)(A)(iii), 
Title 5 Code of Regulations §80096. 

4. Successful completion of a baccalaureate or higher degree from a regionally 
accredited institution of higher education with either a major in one of the subject 
areas in which the Commission credentials candidates or a Liberal Studies, Liberal 
Arts, or Elementary Education major, or other major that includes coursework in the 
content areas pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 44282, Title 5 Code of Regulations 
§80096. 
i. For Single Subject credentials, a major in one of the subject areas in which the 
Commission credentials candidates, as indicated in Education Code Sections 
44259(b)(5)(A)(iv)(I) and 44282 (b). 
ii. For Multiple Subject credentials, a liberal studies major or other degree that 
includes coursework in the content areas as indicated in Education Code 
44259(b)(5)(A)(iv)(II) and 44282 (b). 
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5. A combination of the methods described in 1, 2, or 3 above that, together, 
demonstrate that the candidate has met or exceeded the domains of the subject 
matter requirements adopted by the Commission. Education Code 44259 (b)(5)(A)(v), 
44282 (b), Title 5 Code of Regulations §80096. 

 
Candidates in the Education Specialist Credential Program at CSUB are required to provide 
evidence of having met the subject matter competence requirement as a basis for full 
admission to the program and therefore meet the requirement prior to student teaching. 
Applicants who pass a minimum of 1 of the 3 sections of the CSET exam may apply for 
conditional admission to the program. The candidate must be subject matter competent via 
coursework or exam prior to final student teaching. This requirement is listed and detailed in 
the Admissions Requirements on the Preliminary Education Specialist Credential Program 
Application and Admissions Guidelines, available on the Special Education Program website.  
The subject matter requirement is also addressed in the Special Education Preliminary and 
Intern Credential Handbook. Candidates who were granted conditional admission to the 
program must submit evidence of passage of the remaining subtest(s) within one semester of 
enrolling. 
 
4. Completion of Requirements. 

A college or university or school district that operates a program for the Education 
Specialist teaching credential shall determine, prior to recommending a candidate for the 
credential, that the candidate meets all legal requirements for the credential, including 
but not limited to: Reference: Education Code Sections 44225(a), 44227, and 44283.2(a). 
 
• Possession of a baccalaureate or higher degree from a regionally accredited institution 
• Satisfaction of the Basic Skills Requirement 
• Completion of an accredited professional preparation program 
• Completion of the subject matter requirement 
• Demonstration of knowledge of the principles and provisions of the Constitution of 

the United States 
• Passage of the Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) 
• Passage of a Commission-approved Teaching Performance Assessment (for candidates 

enrolling after July 1, 2022) 
 
 

The preparation to recommend a candidate for the Education Specialist Credential begins at 
the program admission phase. To be admitted to the Education Specialist Credential 
Program at CSUB, candidates initially provide evidence of the following credential 
requirements: 
 

• Possession of a BA/BS or higher from a regionally accredited institution 
• Satisfaction of the Basic Skills Requirement (e.g. CBEST) 
• Completion of the subject matter requirement 
• Certificate of Clearance Issuance 

https://www.csub.edu/aes/_files/sped/Special_Education_Credential_Programs_Application_and_Admission_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.csub.edu/aes/_files/sped/Special_Education_Credential_Programs_Application_and_Admission_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.csub.edu/specialed/sped_forms.shtml
https://csub.box.com/s/hlqjxir81b22dxdanuhxsm3slj061poy
https://csub.box.com/s/hlqjxir81b22dxdanuhxsm3slj061poy
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• GPA of 2.67 overall or 2.75 last 90 quarter/60 semester units 
• Health clearance (TB/MMR) 

 
Upon completion of all of the professional preparation program coursework and clinical 
practice outlined on the candidate’s Credential Program Plan (ESN Course Sequence or MMSN 
Course Sequence), candidates must complete a Preliminary Credential Application, which 
requires that candidates submit documentation/evidence of completion of the remaining 
requirements: 

 
• U.S. Constitution Course or equivalent 
• Passage of the Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) 
• Health Education 
• Valid CPR certificate 
• Completion of the CSU Exit Survey 

 
The credential analyst evaluates the Preliminary Credential Application (see page 2) of 
each Education Specialist credential candidate to ensure that all of the legal requirements 
have been met prior to recommending a candidate for the credential. Each legal 
requirement is recorded on the Credential Analyst’s Recommendation Form that 
accompanies the 41-4 application to the CCTC, with supporting evidence noted. 

https://csub.box.com/s/rnzd49wgs5l296pht382lrt2zxeou2l2
https://csub.box.com/s/fybkotfhqlwf1yqnfbwvozqe5ewmrret
https://csub.box.com/s/fybkotfhqlwf1yqnfbwvozqe5ewmrret
https://csub.app.box.com/file/885583232175?s=co5nlq2iqj6eobx98uinarccz7u1sr0m
https://csub.app.box.com/file/885583232175?s=co5nlq2iqj6eobx98uinarccz7u1sr0m
https://csub.box.com/s/2tmhediag7v6dxq529170ho2dw43llxc

