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 Overview

	The CSU Expository Reading and Writing Task Force has developed a curriculum and teacher-training materials for an expository reading and writing course to be offered to high school students in their senior year. The course, which is aligned with the California English-Language Arts Content Standards, is designed to prepare students for college-level English. The course assignments emphasize the in-depth study of expository, analytical, and argumentative reading and writing. This course not only satisfies the 4th year high school "a-g" English requirement, but also will address critical reading and writing problems identified by the CSU English Placement Test Development Committee. We have also received “Program Status” for this course.
	 
	The 12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing Course seeks to help students meet the standards of the English Placement Test, the expectations of college and university faculty, and the requirements of the California English-Language Arts Content Standards.



	


Teacher Training

In an effort to promote wide-scale adoption of the 12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing Course, the CSU and County Offices of Education have collaborated to provide introductory workshops for English teachers across the state since 2004. These workshops are conducted by CSU faculty, high school teachers, and County Office of Education language arts specialists. Teachers who attend these workshops teach the modules either in a separate course or as part of their established curriculum.

The professional development program that introduces faculty to the theory and practice surrounding the modules includes a series of workshops at various locations throughout the state. County Offices of Education schedule the first two days of these four-day workshops in the early fall; the third and fourth days take place in the spring. For more information and a complete schedule of introductory workshops, please go to http://www.calstate.edu/eap/englishcourse/workshop_schedule.shtml or contact Nancy Brynelson, Co-Director, California State University, Center for the Advancement of Reading (916-278-4581).

Course Materials

	The 12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing material consists of 14 “modules,” each of which is composed of a sequence of integrated reading and writing experiences that take from one to three weeks to teach. A template organizes the assignments, which move from pre-reading activities, through reading and post-reading activities, to formal writing assignments. Along the way, students learn to make predictions about their reading, analyze both content and rhetorical structures, and properly use materials from the texts they read to support their own written arguments.   

There are "teacher" and "student" versions of each assignment. The teacher versions include potential student responses and numerous options for teaching reading, writing, and thinking. The student versions are designed as handouts that can be copied (in part or as a while) and given to students to facilitate activities.

The 14 course modules are sequenced by semester:

1st Semester
2nd Semester
1. Fast Food

1. Bring a Text to Class

2. Going for the Look

2. Language and Culture

3. Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page

3. Left Hand of Darkness

4. The Value of Life

4. The Politics of Food

5. Racial Profiling

5. Justice: Childhood Love Lessons

6. Juvenile Justice

6. Bullying at School

7. The Last Meow

 

8. Into the Wild

 




Resource Materials

General CSU Website 
Items related to application and placement in English and math at a CSU

www.calstate.edu
Academic Literacy
2002 statement of English standards for entering higher education in California

www.calstate.edu/AcadSen/Records/Reports/Academic_Literacy_Final.pdf
Focus on English 
Preparation booklet for the English Placement Test

www.calstate.edu/ar/ept.pdf
English Success
Information on the Early Assessment Program (EAP), the English Placement Test (EPT), and admission and registration information for all 23 CSU campuses

www.csuenglishsuccess.org
EAP Test Results 
Information on results and status of EAP scores

www.calstate.edu/eap/results
Expository Reading and Writing Online Community
ERWC resources, including the 14 original modules, a discussion board, and EAP information

http://writing.csusuccess.org/community
Bakersfield EAP/RIAP Website
New ERWC modules across the curriculum; 105 brief, accessible Lesson Plans; and Literacy Plans for Bakersfield high schools and colleges

www.csub.edu/eap-riap
For more information, contact––

Nancy Brynelson

Co-Director, California State University, Center for the Advancement of Reading,

(916) 278-4581

nbrynelson@calstate.edu
Kim Flachmann

Writing Program Coordinator

CSU Bakersfield

(661) 654-3083

kflachmann@csub.edu
Vikash Lakhani

EAP Coordinator

CSU Bakersfield

(661) 654-2489

vlakhani@csub.edu
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» John Edlund, 
Task Force Chair

Professor, Director of University Writing Center

Cal Poly Pomona

Nancy Brynelson

Director, CSU center for the Advancement of Reading

» Margaret Buchan*

Principal, Buena Park High School

Fullerton Joint Union High School District

» Roberta Ching
Professor, Director of Learning Skills Center

CSU Sacramento

» Kim Flachmann
Professor, Director of Writing Programs

CSU Bakersfield

Jennifer Fletcher

Assistant Professor of English, Coordinator for English Single Subject Preparation for Secondary Teaching

CSU Monterey Bay

» Mary Kay Harrington*
Professor, Director of Writing Skills Program

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

» Carol Jago
Teacher, Santa Monica High School

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District

» Mira-Lisa Katz
Assistant Professor, Department of English

Sonoma State University

» Peter Kittle*

Associate Professor, Department of English

CSU Chico

Marci Merrill

Professor, Language and Literacy, English Education

CSU Sacramento

» Sid Walton*
Teacher, Oakland Technical High School

Oakland Unified School District

» Alison Warriner*

Professor, Department of English

CSU East Bay

» Marsha Zandi*
Curriculum Specialist

Sweetwater Union High School District

» Original Members            * Inactive Members
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