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Definitions of Skill Types

Measured on the English Placement Test
Development and Support

The recognition of selected statements that provide development and support for topics under discussion. The ability to identify relevant evidence, adequate explanations, or persuasive examples that help to strengthen a point.

Finding Meaning in Context

The skill to use the surrounding sentence or passage to determine the meaning of an unfamiliar word or to recognize the best word to use in a given context. The ability to draw information from nearby elements.

Grammar, Usage, and Idiom

The command of the conventions of standard written English and the avoidance of common and distracting errors.

Identifying Important Ideas

The recognition of controlling ideas, central concerns, and key concepts that inform a passage. The ability to see the main point of a passage.

Organization and Coherence 

The ability to order and complete paragraphs with sentences that best establish, extend, or conclude a train of thought, in order to construct unified paragraphs.

Reasoning from the Text

The ability to see what is not explicitly stated in a passage, to draw inferences, to evaluate evidence and conclusions, to detect underlying assumptions, to see relationships, and so forth. The ability to apply higher-order thinking skills.

Recognizing Purpose and Strategy

The ability to recognize the purpose behind a passage and the strategies by which the writer tries to achieve that purpose–e.g., the perception of tone and connotation in gauging the writer's attitude toward the subject, the recognition of the intended effect of a given mode of expression, or the comprehension of a particular example’s point. The capacity to assess rhetorical aims and methods.

Sentence Control and Clarity

The control of sentence-level skills, concerning matters such as sentence boundaries, economy and concision, coordination and subordination, parallel construction, and modification, to name a few.

Understanding Direct Statements

The comprehension of material that is explicitly stated in a passage. The ability to find specific information.

* Adapted from the Diagnostic Writing Service Description of Each Skill Category, Cali Linfor, SDSU 10/01
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