
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE: May 18, 2020 
 
TO: Faculty and Staff 
  
FROM: Thom Davis  
 Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19: Travel Suspension Extended to July 31, 2020 

 
In accordance with an April 29, 2020 directive from the Chancellor's Office, effective 
immediately, CSU Bakersfield is extending the suspension of all international and non-
essential domestic travel for all employees through July 31, 2020.  This also includes 
our auxiliary organizations.  Future travel will be determined as the COVID-19 pandemic 
evolves. 
 
At this time, the president has rescinded any prior delegation of authority and hereby 
retains sole authority to provide an exception in extenuating and compelling circumstances.  
When considering requests for an exception, the president will consider the recommendation 
of the respective vice president/cabinet member and the following factors: 
 

• Necessity of the proposed travel, including consequences of postponing travel 
• Needs and preferences of the individual 
• Availability of safe and secure shelter at the destination 
• Availability of appropriate medical care at the destination 
• Availability of transportation, services, and other necessities at the destination 
• Assessment of risks associated with traveling versus risks of remaining in place 

 
Travel that does not follow these pre-approval guidelines may be denied reimbursement. 
 
Determinations about how best to protect our university community (within the U.S. and 
abroad) are informed by evolving guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. State Department, as well as state and local public health 
agencies.  To date, the U.S. State Department continues to maintain a Level 4 Travel 
Advisory applicable to worldwide travel, the highest warning level due to a greater 
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likelihood of life-threatening risks. During an emergency of this magnitude, the U.S. 
government may have very limited ability to assist individuals traveling outside of the U.S; 
accordingly, the State Department has advised U.S. citizens to avoid travel and to return to 
the United States as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
The Chancellor’s Office regularly monitors data from local, state, national and 
international agencies and organizations, and may modify the temporal or geographical 
restrictions in this directive if warranted by future developments.  Based on the above 
considerations, we anticipate that this travel restriction will be reviewed by mid-June. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 


