Spring 2009. Spanish 412. Spanish Linguistics

Professor:  Dr. Teresa Fernández Ulloa

E-mail: tfernandez_ulloa@csub.edu                 

Office: DDH B110/DDH E102                         
Office hours:  Wednesdays from 2 to 3 pm, and Tuesdays from 3 to 5 pm.
WEBCT: We can use the discussion board (Discusión-Dudas), where you can ask questions and we all can participate, give opinions, ideas…

One of the documentaries is also at WebCt.

Course web: www.csub.edu/~tfernandez_ulloa/. You have the materials: lessons, questions…

Classes will meet only to read the lessons, for review (bring your questions done) and the day of the quizzes (bring the exercises of the lessons done). We will usually meet Wednesdays (check the syllabus for some changes), from 3:10 to 5:15 (although there will be some exceptions and added Mondays). 
Course description

Linguistics is the study of human languages--what they are composed of and how they are used. This course provides an introduction to Spanish linguistics and establishes the basis for future application of linguistic principles. The course begins with an introduction to general linguistics, and the story of linguistic ideas. The discussion continues with topics in History of the Spanish Language. Some documentaries related to the topics will be used.
The goal of this course is to provide students with a level of knowledge that enables them to make connections between the structure of Spanish and relevant issues in contemporary Hispanic linguistics, such as language variation, bilingualism, and Spanish in the United States.
Students will solve problem sets related to linguistics, complete 4 exams, and work on assignments related to documentaries and readings about the topics seen on them.
Since this is a 400-level course, it will be expected that you invest a great deal of time reading 400-level material. This may mean to some of you the continual use of a good bilingual dictionary and also of a Spanish dictionary on Linguistics. The concepts are abstract but are presented in an introductory manner. Your assignments and writing in general are to be representative of 400-level work, this means editing and re-editing your work so that errors in elementary grammar and problems with content and structure are avoided. 
I expect you to be more independent than lower-division students. This means that I expect that course material be read before the reviews. You have to prepare questions related to every lessons (the questions in the exam come from those). You are supposed to answer them and bring them the day of the review, although you will not get a grade for them. Every chapter/lesson has exercises at the end. You have to bring those the day of the exam. They will be your homework.
Materials

All the lessons will be online on the main page of this course.

Documentaries will be at WebCt or online.
Grading System and Grading Scale
3 exams (20% each)
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Penalties

If you do not come the day of the exam you will get F in that test.

Late homework will be accepted, but will not be graded the same (you will lose a third part of your grade if it is a day late, half if it is two days late; it will not be graded after that).
Attendance

We do not have many days of class; if you miss one try to find out what we did in class. It is you responsibility, not mine. You only have to come the days marked in red and underlined.
Schedule of classes

April
1. PRESENTATION
6. La comunicación (A)
8. La comunicación (A) 
13. Lenguaje. El signo lingüístico (B)

15. Lenguaje. El signo lingüístico (B). 

20. La pragmática (under section B). REVIEW OF LESSONS A and B

22. Quiz 1 (lessons A and B) 
27. Lenguaje, lengua y habla (C)

29. Exercises (at home)
May
4. Documentary “In search of the first language” (at WebCt, check also the main website of the course for a transcript of it). Do the exercises related to it (there will be at the main website and your instructor will give you a copy). 15 points for quiz 2.
6. Exercises about documentary
11. Lenguaje, lengua y habla (C). La lingüística (D).
13. Lenguaje, lengua y habla (C). La lingüística (D). 

18. El estudio de la lengua (E). REVIEW OF LESSONS C, D, and E

20. Quiz 2 (lessons C, D, and E)-don’t forget to bring the exercises and the assignment related to the documentary “In search…”
25. Documentary “In language we live. Voices of the world” (check the main website of the course). Summary, 3-5 pages (typed, space and a half). 15 points for quiz 3.

27. La lingüística moderna (F). Comentario de textos lingüísticos-en clase (es un repaso de todas las lecciones vistas hasta ahora) (5% de extra crédito sobre la nota final)
June
1. Historia de la Lengua (G).REVIEW OF LESSONS F and G.
3. Quiz 3 (lessons F and G)-don’t forget to bring the exercises and assignment related to the documentary “In language we live…”
8. Preparation for the final. Watch the documentary “Lost in translation…”
FINAL EXAM. Day of the final: Friday June 12. Watch the documentary “Lost in translation: Latinos, schools and society” (available at the main page of the course) and prepare an informative paper about the problems addressed in it. Talk about bilingual education in the United States. You are supposed to use 4-6 references (bibliography), and at least 2 of them have to be articles in journals, or books. You have some links at the main website of the course. Send it to www.turnitin.com (class name: SPANISH412, password: 2695028). IF YOU DID THIS TOPIC AT SPANISH 300, YOU WILL HAVE A DIFFERENT ASSIGNMENT, check the main website of this course (you will have to use 5 to 7 references; you have one more than the other group of students because you do not have to watch a documentary…).
Written assignments must be in Spanish, typed, double spaced (or one and a half) with a 12-point font and 1-inch margin. Assignments and or compositions of more than one page must be stapled together. Students should pay attention to punctuation and accents. That will be part of the grade ALWAYS (also in exams).

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING THE CLASS

1. Students should maintain complete respect towards the professors and

class mates.
2. Absolutely you must turn cell phones off while in class.

3. You are not allowed to exit the class whenever you feel like it.

4. Refrain from talking while professor is explaining.

INTEGRITY OF SCHOLARSHIP AND GRADES/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

The CSUB rules regarding the integrity of scholarship will be strictly enforced.  For your information, the rules, as they appear on page 80 of the 2005-2007 CSUB Catalog are as follows: 

The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars.  The University expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles and in so doing protect the validity of University grades.  This means that all academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind.  Instructors, for their part, will exercise care in the planning and supervision of academic work so that honest effort will be positively encouraged. 

Plagiarism, the practice of taking ideas and writings from another and offering them as one's own, is a form of cheating and is unacceptable.  It may consist of handing in someone else's work, copying a composition, using ideas, paragraphs, sentences, or phrases written by another or using ideas, data, and statistics compiled by another.  This includes rearrangement of phrases from the original into a new pattern. 
When using ideas, interpretations, or material written or compiled by another, acknowledgement of indebtedness to the original author or source must be made by the use of quotation marks, footnotes or similar references. 

A student may not submit a paper (or two papers which are substantially the same) for credit in two different courses unless a prior agreement to accept such work has been made between the instructors involved. 

If any instance of academic dishonesty is discovered by an instructor, it is the instructor's responsibility to give a failing grade to the student for the course.  In every case, the instructor should notify in writing the Dean of Students and the dean of the school in which the student is enrolled of the circumstances of the case.  In all cases of academic dishonesty, the first offense will result in the student's receiving an "F" in the course and the second offense will result in termination of the student's enrollment at the University. 

A student may appeal any sanction employed by the instructor and the University based upon an allegation of academic dishonesty by initiating grievance procedures within no more than fifteen (15) school days (academic year) after notification of the grade is mailed or personally given to the student.  Procedures are available in the School deans' offices. 

