PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS FOR SPANISH MAJORS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, BAKERSFIELD

Procedures for Assessing Student Attainment of Objectives

The Spanish Program faculty will be using the Portfolio method for assessing student attainment of the specific objectives mentioned in the previous pages for each of the four goals defined.  Students in the Spanish Program will compile their portfolios from their upper division courses for the major.  Completed portfolios will be due each spring quarter when Senior Seminar in Spanish is regularly taught.  Term papers, video or audio tape recordings of each student’s oral presentation in Senior Seminar will represent a culmination of the contents of portfolios.

A.
Introduction

As a student majoring in Spanish, you will assemble a portfolio of work demonstrating your growing proficiency in the subject matter areas of your major.  You should begin compiling your portfolio as soon as you begin your studies at CSUB; you will present your portfolio when you take Senior Seminar and when you request Certification of Subject Matter Competency for admission to a Spanish Subject matter Credential Program.

Your portfolio will cover those disciplinary areas in which you take courses in winter 1999.  You are not required to include material from areas taken before winter 1999 – but you are welcome to do so.  All material you submit will be evaluated, and it is to your benefit to be as comprehensive as possible.

The primary goal of the portfolio is to provide you a means of organizing and assessing what you accomplish during your education at CSUB as a foundation for your career.  The portfolio will also give us valuable insight into how well the Spanish Program is meeting its goal of preparing you for your future.

As you work on your portfolio, ask yourself the following questions:

1. Does this portfolio accurately reflect what I have accomplished in the program?

2. What would a prospective employer think of me as a result of reading my portfolio?

3. What should I add or change to showcase the significance of the knowledge I have acquired and the contribution I am able to make?

4. Am I satisfied with what I have accomplished?

Your portfolio will cover all of the following principal subject matter areas in which you take coursework at CSUB.  Please use the following as a checklist to summarize what you have completed and as a basic educational plan to lay out what you have yet to accomplish.

Area



CSUB Courses


Selected Course/Date/Grade

Literature
301, 302, 303, 416





419, 422, 495



_________________________

Language


300, 409, 415



_________________________

Culture



424, 426, 428



_________________________

Linguistics


412, 413, 420



_________________________

Senior Seminar

490




_________________________
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B.  Guidelines for Compiling Your Portfolio

1. Read through the goals outlined

2. Buy a two-inch, three-ring binder (no bigger, no smaller) in which to save and present your portfolio.

3. Complete and insert into your portfolio all of the following:

a. Include a copy of your updated “Concentration Outline,” effective Winter 1999 and thereafter.

b. A syllabus for each selected course required for subject matter competency taken Winter 1999 and thereafter.

c. Representative material asked for as evidence of you proficiency in each goal to include at least one of the following:  term paper, final exam, audio/video class presentations*.

d. Sign and date all entries, including your personal statement

*one of the four must include an audio/or video of an oral presentation.

Introduce your portfolio with the following:

a. Title Page (your name, SSN, date of submission)

b. Table of Contents

c. Personal statement

d. Most current transcript (may be unofficial)

e. Your résumé

4. Present your portfolio in your Senior Seminar and to the Spanish Subject Matter Program Chair when you request Certification of Spanish Subject Matter Competency for admission to a Spanish Subject Credential Program.

5. You may use your portfolio as a resource for your career.  It is recommended that you retain a copy for your own personal use.

C. Personal Statement

After you have selected all of your entries for the portfolio, review and reread what your have presented in each area.

Think about how you view yourself today in comparison to how you perceived yourself when you started the Spanish Program.

Then compose a carefully written personal statement, which covers the following topics:

1. How has the Spanish Program helped you increase your knowledge, your skills and the confidence to embark on your career?

2. What areas of the field would you like to expand upon?  What steps are you taking to do so?

3. In which courses have you learned the most?

a. What did you learn about the subject covered in each course?

b. What did you learn about yourself?
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4. If you could change on aspect of the Spanish curriculum (i.e., add a course, remove a course, and expand offerings in a particular area), what would you change?

5. What are you plans for the future?  What do you hope to have accomplished five years from now?

6. Has the portfolio been helpful to you?  Why and/or why not?

D. Evaluation Criteria

Your portfolio will be read and evaluated by a committee composed of your Spanish faculty.  Each will evaluate your portfolio according to the following criteria:

1.
Completeness





30 points


Did you include entries for each area?


Have you included all required materials?

2.
Thoroughness





30 points


Have you fully answered all questions?


Are your responses thoughtful and well developed?

3.
Quality






30 points


Have you included representative materials that demonstrate your command of subject matter and development skills?


Is you portfolio well organized and professionally presented?


Are you essays well composed?


Does your work show improvement and/or attainment of excellence?

4.
Overall Effectiveness




10 points


Does the portfolio communicate a clear sense of who you are as an individual?


Is your portfolio a source of pride?
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