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Course description:

This class will examine what art is and why it matters. For the first five weeks we will read about and discuss various art works, art-making processes and art movements. We will learn terms that help us to have a discourse about art.  We will see why art has been created and supported by people from all over the world for thousands of years.

Our main text will be Art forms but we may also read a few short essays by artists and critics. You will also need the Made in California catalogue.  For the first five weeks we will look at slides and talk about the assigned readings.  We will explore many great artists from Francisco Goya to Felix Gonzales-Torres.  We will also make connections between a range of time periods throughout art history.

In the second five weeks, we will work on your own art projects with the guidance and influence of myself and your classmates.  Let art open your mind.   This class can’t turn you into a good artist; that’s entirely up to you.   It can however, show you the art-making process and challenge you to show your ideas in a visual way.   Trust your ideas; apply yourself, have discipline, confidence and fortitude. Each piece you make is a subjective investigation of a visual world.  There is no right or wrong way to think and talk about a work of art if you’re really trying to understand it.

David Smith, an important modern sculptor says it brilliantly:

“Art has it’s tradition, but it is a visual heritage. The artist’s language is a memory from sight. Art is made from dreams, and visions and things not known and least of all from things that can be said.  It comes from the inside of who you are when you face yourself.  It is an inner declaration of purpose, it is a factor which determines artist identity.”

Course requirements:

1.
In the first half of the quarter there will be two quizzes.  The 

quizzes will consist of four to five slides chosen from pictures in the 

text and slides I have shown in class.  For each slide you will need to 

know: a) artist’s name, b) title of art work,  c) date d) significance 

of art work.

(40% of your grade)

2.
In the second half of the quarter you will be graded on your art 

projects i.e. your “portfolio” (see attached description).  You must 

complete four projects in the five weeks.  (40% of your grade)

3.
Class participation and attendance are mandatory.  Critical 

attention to the assignments is essential to the success of the class.  

Do the reading before class as you will be expected to be part of the

discussion.  Engage yourself.  (20% of your grade)

Louise Bourgeois, a great living sculptor says:

“A painting is not a joke.  If you aren’t serious, every single time you cheat by not being serious, every time you cut a corner, you are making a record of your stupidity and you won’t be able to take it back.  In the end painting is the sum of everything you have put into it.  Sometimes it’s a sum of stupidity.  Something stupid can never be erased-if you put down a black and afterwards you put a red on top to correct it, your red will not be red.”

POSSIBLE Portfolio assignments:

1. 
Make a piece that represents your ego/alter ego. (material: paint)

2.
Consider the things that matter to you most ie. friends, family, 


plans, your ambition, your favorite activity, who you love,


what you fear.  Make an abstract or realistic sculpture of that thing. 


possible materials: cardboard, wire, tape, glue, paper mache, clay 

etc)

3. 
Use three different materials to convey the same idea three times.


(choice of materials)

4.
Make ten drawings of the same thing in ten different ways. (paper, 


pencils, pens, charcoal, erasers.)

5.
Sculpt a still life. (material: clay)

6.      
Using any one material transform it to such a degree that it 

is unrecognizable. (choice of materials)

Schedule:

Week one: 

Getting to know who you are.  Class description.

Hand out syllabus.

Assignment: “Artforms”: pp1- 56.

Film

Week two:

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.1-56

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.101-138

Assignment “Artforms pp. 57-138

Week three:

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.193-210

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.229-252

Assignment: “Artforms”: pp.193-210 &229-252

Week four:

QUIZ

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.404-442 



Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.443-493

Assignment: “Artforms”: pp. 404-493 (both days)

Week five:

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.443-493

Slides and Discussion: “Artforms”: pp.443-493

QUIZ

Bring art materials to next class to start first project.


Week six:
Work day: Work on Assignment #1:                                                Work day: Work on Assignment #1

Assignment: Hand in Assignment #1

Week seven:

Work day: Work on Assignment #2:

Work day: Work on Assignment #2

Assignment: Hand in Assignment #2

Week eight:

Work day: Work on Assignment #3:                

Work day: Work on Assignment #3

Assignment: Hand in Assignment #3

Week nine:

Work day: Work on Assignment #4:

Workday: Work on Assignment #4

Assignment: Hand in Assignment #4

Week ten:

Work day:

FINAL Critiques and discussions



Summarize the course.
Suggested reading:
LeWitt, Sol, “Sentences on Conceptual Art”, 1969

Smith, David, artist statement and Questions for art students, ca. 1953-54.

Landers, Sean, (sic), 1993

Battock, Gregory, Idea Art, 1973

Schjeldahl, Peter, art critic for the New Yorker.

Bourgeois, Louise, Deconstruction of the Father/Reconstruction of the Father, 

Writings and Interviews, 1998

Tompkins, Calvin, Off the Wall
Berger, John, Ways of Seeing
Lord, Andrew, Giacometti,
Freeland, Cynthia, But is it Art? , 2001

Parronchi, Alessandro, Michelangelo: The Sculptor, 1978

Dissanayake, Ellen, What is Art For? , 1988

