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Not all Authors and Arguments are created equal.

Using a variety of words will make your writing more sophisticated and mature. 

When most students add a quote to their paper, they say that the author “argues” his or her point, but after a few quotes, this word becomes overused.  All of the words below can be used to replace Argues.  
Positive and Neutral Synonyms 

Use these synonyms when you are simply trying to report an author’s findings or when you are in agreement with the author.


Analyses

Asserts

Believes
Contends



Claims


Concludes





Declares
Loaded Synonyms
These words convey uncertainty or doubt about the quality of the author’s argument or reasoning. 


Assumes

Guesses

Hypothesizes

Infers

Imagines

Insists

Presumes

These are most helpful when your author is challenging another author’s opinion, commonly held assumptions, or generally known information.

Objects

Denies
Defends
Disputes
Debates
Challenges
Deduces 


Explains


Gathers


Induces


Maintains 


Proposes





Persuades


Reasons


States


Says


Thinks


Understands








Rationalizes


Speculates


Supposes


Surmises


Theorizes











