What Kind of Reading Are You Doing?

Leisure Reading – Leisure readers read for enjoyment. They are not concerned with how much of the information they retain, rather they may pay a great amount of attention to the information they find interesting.   

Critical Reading – Critical Readers want to know more than just the facts. They also look at how the text is put together.  Does the text make a clear argument? How does the writer appeal to the reader?  What is the writer’s bias? Who is the intended audience of the text? Is the writer’s solution logical?

Analytical Reading – Analytical readers do all of the things that critical readers do, but they also think a little further.  How does the information affect them and their surroundings? What are some of the long-term consequences? Why does this problem exist? Why has this problem gained so much attention at this point in time? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Notes/ Experience
______________________________________________________________________________________

[Pregaming] is common practice among 18-, 19-, and 20-year-old students who cannot legally buy or consume alcohol.  It usually involves sitting in a dorm room or an off-campus apartment and drinking as much hard alcohol as possible before heading out for the evening’s parties. . . . I witnessed the hospitalization of several students for acute alcohol poisoning.  Among them was a Hamilton College freshman who had consumed 22 shots of vodka while sitting in a dorm room with her friends.  By the Thanksgiving break of the year I visited Harvard, the university’s health center had admitted nearly 70 students for alcohol poisoning.  

When students are hospitalized- or worse yet, die from alcohol poisoning, which happens about 300 times each year- college presidents tend to react by declaring their campuses dry or shutting down fraternity houses.  But tighter enforcements for the minimum drinking age of 21 is not the solution.  It’s part of the problem.  

“How Binging Became the New College Sport” by Barrett Seaman 
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Down's syndrome is a genetic condition which affects about one in every 1,000 babies born in the UK. Every human being has 46 chromosomes arranged in 23 pairs. Each man's sperm has 23 chromosomes and so does each woman's egg, so that when conception occurs and the sperm fertilizes the egg, a new human being with a full complement of chromosomes is formed. Sometimes mistakes occur and give rise to what are described as chromosomal abnormalities. Down's syndrome is one of these. At conception, instead of one number 21 chromosome from the father and one from the mother coming together, a third chromosome creeps in and is then duplicated in every cell of the baby's body. 


          Rate your understanding for the first read
Rate your understanding for the second read

As yet we do not know what causes the presence of an extra chromosome. It can come from either the mother or the father. There is a definite link with older mothers. However most babies with Down's syndrome are born to women under the age of 35, simply because younger women have more babies. 


What we do know is that no one is to blame. Nothing done before or during pregnancy can cause Down's syndrome. It occurs in all races, social classes and in all countries throughout the world. It can happen to anyone. 

Children born with Down's can grow up to live long and fulfilled lives. They need opportunities to develop their own skills and independence. People with Down's syndrome can thrive well into their fifties and many children are now being successfully integrated into mainstream schools. Provision for people with Down's syndrome differs around the UK and the situation is constantly changing. Residential and job opportunities are being developed all the time. Up-to-date information can be obtained from the Down's Syndrome Association.

http://www.babycentre.co.uk/baby/health/downssyndrome  9 Sept. 2006
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