Brummett De Leon
English 110

Critique
When you are asked to write a critical review of a book or article, you will need to identify, summarize, and evaluate the ideas and information the author has presented. In other words, you will be examining another person's argument.

Your argument must go beyond your "gut reaction" to the work and be based on your knowledge (readings, lecture, and experience) of the topic as well as on the factors discussed below.

Make your stand clear at the beginning of your review, in your evaluations of specific parts, and in your concluding commentary.  Remember that your goal is to determine whether the author wrote a good essay.  It is your job to determine what the most important features of this essay should be and whether or not the essay in question contains these features. 
Prewriting
Please type the answers to these questions (steps 1 and 2) and prepare to turn them in.
Step 1. Analyze the text 







           You may find it useful to make notes about the text based on these questions as you read. As you read the book or article you plan to critique, the following questions will help you understand and analyze the text: 

· What is the author's main point? 

· What is the author's purpose? 

· Who is the author's intended audience? 

· What arguments does the author use to support the main point? 

· What evidence does the author present to support the arguments? 

· What are the author's underlying assumptions or biases? 

Step 2. Evaluate the text 
After you have read the text, you can begin to evaluate the author's ideas. The following questions provide some ideas to help you evaluate the text: 

· Is the argument logical? 

· Is the text well-organized, clear, and easy to read? 

· Are the author's facts accurate? 

· Have important terms been clearly defined? 

· Is there sufficient evidence for the arguments? 

· Do the arguments support the main point? 

· Is the text appropriate for the intended audience? 

· Does the text present and refute opposing points of view? 

· Does the text help you understand the subject? 

· Are there any words or sentences that evoke a strong response from you? What are those words or sentences? What is your reaction? 

· What questions or observations does this article suggest? That is, what does the article make you think about? 
	Step 3. Writing a draft (in standard essay form as stated on your syllabus)
Intro – Your introduction should introduce the article and author and state your point of view about the author’s argument (your thesis statement). 
Body - Defend your point of view by raising specific issues or aspects from the article.  When you  use quotations, explain how the passages you use from the text support your argument. 
At some point in your essay, you must identify the purpose of the work and make an educated 
guess about how well it fulfilled this purpose. (Why did the author write the work in the first place? 
Do you think the essay fulfilled this purpose successfully?)

Below, you will find a few ways to critique a text. You may choose to critique the work from several 
of the following approaches, or you can examine other criteria you discovered during your 
pre-writing.
1. What types of evidence or information does the author present to support his or her points? Is this    evidence convincing, controversial, factual, one-sided, etc.? (Consider the author’s use of primary       historical material, case studies, narratives, recent scientific findings, statistics.) What effect does this have on the strength and credibility of his or her argument? What effect does this have on the reader/ audience?
2. Where does the author do a good job of conveying factual material as well as personal perspective? Where does the author fail to do so? If solutions to a problem are offered, are they believable, misguided, or promising? 

3. Which parts of the work (particular arguments, descriptions, chapters, etc.) are most effective and which parts are least effective? Why? How does this affect the overall success of the work?
4. Where (if at all) does the author convey personal prejudice, support illogical relationships, or present evidence out of its appropriate context? What effect does this have on the strength and credibility of his or her argument? What effect does this have on the reader/ audience? 
Conclusion - Conclude by summarizing your argument and re-emphasizing your opinion. Do not add any new information in your conclusion.                              
Remember, as you discuss the author's major points, be sure to distinguish consistently between the author's opinions and your own. 

Keep the summary portions of your discussion concise, remembering that your task as a reviewer is to re-see the author's work, not to re-tell it.

Include only that material which has relevance for your review and use direct quotations sparingly. 
Adapted from the University of Wisconsin-Madison http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/CriNonfiction_body.html
And Brock University http://www.brocku.ca/sdc/learning/studywrite/critique.html


