Thesis Statement Evaluation Form                Name __________________________
1. Rewrite the thesis statement.  Put a square around the subject, circle the opinion (assertion), and underline the justification.

2. Is the thesis a single sentence?
3. Is the thesis a question? If so, turn it into a statement.

4. Can someone argue against the opinion in thesis statement? What is the opinion or assertion? (You are tying to avoid a thesis like “I like my apartment.” or “Violence is harmful.” because no one will argue against such statements.)
5. Does the thesis statement answer the prompt question? If so, explain in a sentence or two how it relates to the topic of the prompt?

6. Did the writer narrow the scope of the topic? What did he or she narrow the topic to? Is this narrow enough to for the length of the paper?  (If asked to write about basketball, you might narrow the topic to “the marketing success of shoes named after basketball players” or “the campaign to increase the height of the basketball hoop.”)  

7. Does the thesis statement contain any reasons/justifications? If so, what are they?

8.  Does the thesis pass the “so what” test? The thesis should convince the audience that the information they are going to read is interesting and/or important. What words or phrases does the writer use to express that his or her topic is important?

9. Are you (as the reader) left with any unanswered questions? Write any comments/ suggestions you have for the writer.
