English 99, Section 4
Spring Quarter 2012

	Instructor: R. Brummett De Leon
	Section 4    CRN 31208
Tues. room WSL 014
Thurs. room DDH 103G
 9:30 –11:35 am


	Office Phone #:  661 654-2128
Office Location: FT 302D
	

	Office Hours: Mon. 8-1:00
and by appointment
	

	E-mail address:  rbrummett@csub.edu
Website:  http://www.csub.edu/~rbrummett
	



Required Texts
1. Your class packet purchased from Reprographics.
2. Quick Access compact edition,  by Troyka  
3. Jennifer Government by Max Berry.
4. Various readings on electronic course reserve and our class message board

Required Materials and Resources
Binder for class packet and research materials
Grammar Cards purchased from Reprographics
Flash Drive 
Stapler
Internet Access

Prerequisite
A total English Placement Test score between 142 and 146 OR a grade of C- or higher in English 80 or 90 or an English 99 EQE score. 

Advancing to English 110
To advance to English 110, you must earn a grade of C- or higher in English 99.  To be eligible for a C- in English 99, you must earn a C- or higher on at least one in-class writing assignment and a C- average on all other course assignments.

Course Description
Study of rhetorical patterns as critical thinking strategies to help students develop effective college-level writing skills.  Frequent short papers in a variety of essay modes are assigned, and the fundamentals of grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are reviewed as necessary. 

Course Learning Outcomes
Throughout English 99, students should develop the following learning outcomes:

Goal 1:	Reading Skills

	Objective 1:	Identify a rhetorical situation (purpose, audience, tone) and explain how a writer’s rhetorical choices (e.g., bias, rhetorical modes, syntax, diction) inform a text.

	Objective 2:	Identify a text’s organization and conventional parts (introduction, thesis, main ideas, body paragraphs, conclusion), and describe how the parts work together.

	Objective 3:	Recognize a text’s logic and reasoning.

	Objective 4:	Recognize the effectiveness of a writer’s rhetorical choices, 
						organization, and logic.

Goal 2:  Writing Skills

	Objective 1:	Adapt the writing process to various rhetorical situations, anticipating the needs of purpose and audience.

	Objective 2:	Break down a writing prompt, and stay on task.

	Objective 3:	Create effective thesis statements, and use a variety of appropriate rhetorical strategies to support the thesis.

	Objective 4:	Adequately structure essays, demonstrating how the parts work together to create meaning.

	Objective 5:	Recognize and use good logical reasoning to develop essays.

	Objective 6:	Use correct and discourse-appropriate syntax, diction, grammar, and 
						mechanics.

Goal 3:  Research Skills

Objective 1:	Use summary, paraphrase, and direct quotes to adequately synthesize 
	sources into own writing.

Objective 2:    Use a documentation style, and avoid plagiarism.

Attendance
Because mastering skills in writing requires regular, sustained effort, you should attend your composition classes regularly and punctually.  If you have more than two absences, you should not expect to receive a passing grade.
If you must miss class for any reason, please contact me to inform me of your absence.  Contacting me, however, will not excuse you from any work that is assigned during class or for homework. 

Waiting List Policy:
On a waiting list, you are eligible for a place in the class if you
1. come to every class and
2. turn in the work while you are there.

Being on a waiting list does not guarantee you a place in the class.  It simply means you are welcome to wait for an opening in the class if you so desire.  If no one drops out of the course, then no students can add. As a result, you should be aware of the last day to add and have a back-up choice if you need another class.  This plan is especially important for financial aid recipients and for F-1 and J-1 visa holders, who must carry a full load to receive their financial aid.  Being on a waiting list does not count as a class toward a full load.

Instructor Initiated Drops
Many students are trying to get into composition courses.  As a result, this class is subject to the policy on instructor-initiated drops.  If the class is full and has a waiting list, the instructor has the right to administratively drop you from class by the end of the second week of the term if you have missed three consecutive class sessions and have not contacted the instructor.  However you should not assume that you will be automatically dropped from this course if you have not attended.


MyWritingLabPlus Requirement    	
You are responsible for completing 15 MyWritingLabPlus topics in your English 99 class.  This requirement is worth 10% of your overall English 99 grade.  To receive full credit, you must (1) take the pre- and post-diagnostics (Sentence Grammar and Basic Grammar) and (2) master approximately 1-1/2 of the assigned topics (listed below)  per week, for a total of 15 topics by the end of the quarter.  To master a topic, you must earn a score of 80% or higher on both the Recall and Apply sections for each of the following topics.
Note that topics mastered through the pre-diagnostic will not count towards the 15 topics.  Students must master these 15 assigned topics in both the Recall and Apply sections.
· Prewriting
· Thesis Statement
· Essay Organization
· Developing and Organizing a Paragraph
· Parts of Speech, Phrases, and Clauses
· Fragments
· Run-On Sentences
· Subject-Verb Agreement
· Pronoun Agreement
· Misplaced or Dangling Modifiers
· Commas
· Apostrophes
· Semicolons, Colons, Dashes, and Parentheses
· Parallelism
· Easily Confused Words
You will be held responsible for these new skills every week in your writing.  Since this is an online workshop, you can work on these topics outside of class at your convenience, as long as you master approximately one topic per week, for a total of 15 topics.  This means that if you wait until the end of the quarter to complete all 15 topics, you will not receive full credit and your essay will not benefit from your mastery of these skills.  You will need the following information to create an account and use the site.
Website URL: 	http://csub.mylabsplus.com
Username: 		Student ID# (e.g., 000123456)
Password: 	The first time you log in, your password will be your full birth date (e.g., if your birthday is November 9, 1993, then your password would be 11091983).  You can change this password after you log in the first time.
For additional information about the program, see the PowerPoint below:
How to sign in & get around MWL—www.csub.edu/mwl/mwlpstudenthowto.ppt
Note:  If you exhaust a topic before mastering it, let the instructor know, and he or she will “unlock” it for you.
For this class you will be required to master 15 topics in the program and submit papers to Pearson Tutor Services.  You are also required to spend at least one hour in the MyWritingLabPlus Headquarters (CB100).  Extra credit will be given for additional hours.
Course Assignments 
Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) 
Ten to twenty minutes of every class meeting will be devoted to silent sustained reading (SSR), followed by a brief writing assignment, such as a journal entry.  You should bring your SSR book to every class.

You are responsible for completing at least one novel that is listed above during the course of the class.  Cat’s Cradle and Company both investigate how ethics affects the relationship between individuals and society.  We will use our understanding of these fictionalized conflicts to aid our examination of real relationships. You will be asked to comment on the novel in journals as well as class discussion, so please keep up with your reading.  You will be given a reading schedule to help pace your reading and aid discussion.

Journals, approximately one page in length, are designed to help you develop your thoughts about the novel, course theme/topic, and your writing.  You will also be able to record your responses to questions about homework and class discussions. The response journal will be graded on content, not grammar. Your writing, however, must be legible and coherent.   Your response journal will serve as a means to explore the assigned readings, as well as to help you analyze the reading and write your essays.

The use of our class message board, http://rbdeleon.proboards.com, is essential to success in this course.  Homework and other class information will be posted on the message board.  It will also provide another means of communication with your instructor and access to course material, writing assistance, and peer support. 

In this course, you will be assigned a variety of assignments designed to develop your critical thinking skills.  You will be asked to write responses, summaries, paraphrases, and essays in addition to in-class assignments, timed writings, homework assignments, journal entries, and quizzes.  The requirements for each assignment will be discussed in class and posted on the message board. 

*All assignments must be turned in with all prewriting exercises, rough drafts, peer reviews, and citations.  Points will be deducted for missing portions. Do not send assignments electronically; to get credit for an assignment, you must turn in a paper or hard copy and make any required submissions to Turnitin.com. 

If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don't hesitate to consult with me. All papers must be submitted by the due date to receive full credit.  If you are having trouble with a specific assignment, please see me before it is due.  In addition to the resources of the department, a wide range of services is available to support you in your efforts to meet the course requirements.

Available Services
Humanities 207/407:  This individualized Online Lab provides web-based tutoring to meet your reading, writing, research, and study skills needs. For more information, contact the MyWritingLabPlus Headquarters at mwlp@csub.edu. You can also call 654-2823 or visit www.csub.edu/mwl.

Individual, Drop-in Tutoring
Instructors may also require you to complete individual, drop-in tutoring for certain aspects of your writing, in which case you will receive a Tutor Referral Form with your graded essay.  If you receive a referral form with a paper, you are required within one week to take the form and the paper to the Writing Resource Center for individual assistance.  Instructors may withhold your essay grade until after you have completed this requirement.

Turnitin.com
Turnitin.com is a tool to help you avoid plagiarism.  Approximately two hours after submitting a paper to this online program, you can access a color-coded report with details about the use of sources in your paper.  Because this site does not detect problems with paraphrasing that is not cited properly, you should use this site only as a guide.  To use turnitin.com, you will need to register on the site and set up a password.  Once this is done, you then will need to create a “user profile” specifically for this class and any others that may use the site.  You will need the following information to set up your user profile:

Section 14 Class ID— 5013188
Class Enrollment Password-- csub

After creating a profile, students can log onto and use the site.

Note:  Submitting a paper to turnitin.com is not the same as submitting a paper to your instructor; you also must hand in a copy of your paper to your instructor.

Format 
All writing assignments (draft and final versions) must be typed, double-spaced, stapled, and paginated.  Please use 12-point, Times New Roman font.  When necessary, use the MLA or APA system to document all quoted and paraphrased materials. See your Quick Access for guidelines. 

Grading
Your final grade will be calculated according to the final percentages: 
               	Synthesis				20%
		Out-of-Class Essay #1			10%
		Out-of-Class Essay #2			10%			
		Summaries, Responses,	 	15%
		   	and In-class Essays
	In-Class Assignments, Quizzes, 	30%
 Journals
MyWritingLabPlus			10%
Turnitin.com				5%

Rewrite Policy
If you wish to revise a paper, you must first meet with me during my office hours.  

 When you revise your writing, the original essay must be attached to the rewrite.  In order for a grade to improve, you need to do more than simply correct the marks on the original essay.  In other words, rewritten papers should show extensive revision as well as editing.  The final grade will be an average of the original and the rewritten essay.  The revised paper will only be accepted if the original is attached.  

In-class essays, and the class final cannot be revised.  

Late Work
Out of-Class Work
Late papers will be reduced one letter grade. While I recognize the unexpected emergencies do occur, it is still your responsibility to prioritize and complete assignments before they are due. If you are going to be absent on the day a paper is due, please turn in your assignment early. 
In-Class Work
Some in-class assignments completed in groups, which involve a peer revision or build on other assignments, cannot be made-up.  If you have missed class, check with me to see if you can make the assignments up. 
Turnitin.com Late Submissions
Late submission to Turnitin.com will be given half of the available credit. 

Academic Honesty
This course is subject to the academic and disciplinary sanctions established by CSUB for plagiarism as outlined on the university website: www.csub.edu, Acad. Info & Policies Fall 2011, p. 39.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date_____________________    	Spring  2012,  		 English 99.4


I, ________________________________________________________, have read and understand the requirements and terms of this course and the applicable university policies.    


Please print your name here  ___________________________________________________________________
 







	DAY
	DATE
	ASSIGNMENT

	Tues
	Apr. 3
	Intro to Course
Essay Expectations, Thesis Statements, Research paper topics

	Thurs
	Apr. 5
	Writing Process, Parts of an Essay

	Week 2
	
	

	Tues
	Apr. 10
	In-class essay, MWLP introduction, Turnitin.com

	Thurs
	Apr. 12
	Annotation
Due: MWLP - Prewriting

	Week 3
	
	

	Tues
	Apr. 17
	Highlighting, Summary, Description, Illustration
Due: MWLP – Parts of Speech, Phrases and Clauses

	Thurs
	Apr. 19
	Aristotle, Narration, Definition, Discussion of Readings, Fragments
Due: MWLP – Thesis Statements

	Week 4
	
	

	Tues
	Apr. 24
	Chunking, Rhetorical Situation, Essay 1, Comparison/Contrast, Paragraph Development
Due: MWLP  - Fragments 
Due: Summary
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 1-4

	Thurs
	Apr. 26
	Discussion and Workday, Cause and Effect, Organization
Due: MWLP – Developing and Organizing an Essay
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 5-7

	Week 5
	
	

	Tues
	May 1
	Think Aloud, Discussion and Workday, Division/Classification, Run-ons
Due: MWLP – Essay Organization

	Thurs
	May 3
	Peer Revision of Essay 1, Argumentation
Due: MWLP – Run-ons
Due: Draft of Essay 1
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 8-19

	Week 6
	
	

	Tues
	May 8
	Key Words, Essay 2, Process Analysis
Due: MWLP – Subject-verb Agreement
Due: Essay 1 Final Draft

	Thurs
	May 10
	Class Discussion, Commas
Due: MWLP – Pronoun Agreement
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 20-33

	Week7
	
	

	Tues
	May 15
	Discussion and Workday for Essay 2
Say, Mean, Matter
Due: MWLP  - Commas

	Thurs
	May 17
	Peer Revision of Essay 2
Due: MWLP – Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers
Due: Draft of Essay 2
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 34-44

	Week 8
	
	

	Tues
	May 22
	Documentation
Due: MWLP – Apostrophes
Due: Essay 2 Final Draft

	Thurs
	May 24
	Discussion of Documented Essay
Due: MWLP – Semicolons
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 45-56

	Week 9
	
	

	Tues
	May  29
	More Discussion of Documented Essay
Due: MWLP - Parallelism

	Thurs
	May 31
	Workday
Due: MWLP – Easily Confused Words
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 57-71

	Week 10
	
	

	Tues
	June  5
	Conferences
Due: MWLP – Post Diagnostic

	Thurs
	June  7
	Peer Revision Draft
Due: Documented Essay Draft, Submit draft to Turnitin.com
Due: Jennifer Government chapters 72-86

	Week 11
	
	

	Tues
	June 12
	Study Day (no classes)

	Thurs
	June 14
	Section 4 Final,  11 am-1:30 pm, Final draft is due, Turnitin.com submission is required
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