Research Paper Tips and Reminders

Your paper must include 

· a cover sheet,


•     page numbers in MLA/APA format,

· a title,




•    at least three rough drafts,
· an introduction,


•    all peer revisions,
· a conclusion,


•    and all prewriting.
· a Works Cited/ References page,

· seven sources,

Your cover sheet should include your title, your name, the course, and the date.  The next page should begin with your research paper. The only identification or label this page needs is a page number.  

Your introduction should introduce the general topic, then the specific problem or controversy, and finally your thesis.  You may choose to include a quote or example to catch the reader’s attention; however, you must cite any source you use.

Don’t write just to fill space. Your entire paper should support your thesis.  All of your arguments and evidence should help you prove your opinion.  If you have a paragraph or example that does not help you prove your thesis, it should be removed from your paper.  

Each paragraph should contain only one idea or point, even though it may take several paragraphs to explain a main idea or argument.  To make sure that your reader follows your argument, explain how each paragraph helps you support your thesis.  Don’t assume that your reader will automatically see the connection.  As the writer, the burden falls on you to explain everything.  Transition words, like those we practiced with on the yellow card, will help with this. 
Make sure you discuss how your argument is an ethical approach/ solution for the situation. Explain what type of ethics you are following for this paper.  Use a theory that we have discussed in class.
Since you are trying to present a well balanced and credible argument, you will need to mention at least one opposing argument.  You will also, of course, need to explain why the opposing viewpoint is illogical, unreliable, misinformed, or unethical.  You can borrow a paragraph or so from your Documented Essay to do this, but you might need to change the topic sentence and the concluding sentence of the paragraph.  Make sure that anything you reuse flows smoothly with the rest of your research paper.
Your conclusion should remind readers of your thesis and most important arguments.  Do not include any new information.  

Remember that this is not a book report.  You are responsible for more than a report. You need to not only have an opinion, but also defend it.  

This paper should not be written all in one sitting.  You need to have at least three, preferably four, rough drafts.  This may sound like a lot of drafts, but your ideas will mature with time, so give them a chance to develop.  Take a break from writing between drafts. When you return to your paper, you will be able to see where you can make improvements.
Second Rough Draft due in class for peer revision on __________
Final Draft is due _____________
