Documented Essay with Refutation
A refutation paper (4-5 pages) provides the opposing viewpoint which must be stated objectively and then shows how/why this position is wrong although some concessions can be made.  You can make some concessions, and in fact limited concessions may serve to make your argument stronger. Present argument for opposing viewpoint, show the evidence and provide commentary/explanation then refute the argument with your own evidence.
Practical Description - Someone has said or written something to which disagrees with your argument. You respond with a calm statement noting the points of disagreement and showing why you take your position to be stronger.

You will need to include your own argument with the opinion of other researchers/authors.  You will need to report information from the sources using different phrases and sentences; Organize so that readers can immediately see where information from the sources overlap; Make sense of the sources and help the reader understand them in greater depth.
What Must be Answered in your Documented Essay

Explain your argument
· What is the main point you are planning on arguing? 
· Is there evidence to support your argument?

· Why is your topic important to others? What is the relevance of your topic to others’ lives? 

· How does your topic relate to our class umbrella topic, ethics? Be specific.
· What are the weaknesses of your argument?  How could others pick it apart?

Concession and Brief Explanation the Opposing Argument
· What are a few of the best opposing arguments?  
· Do they any have validity? 
Refutation (your defense)

· Why are the claims in the concessions invalid, illogical, or misinformed? (In essence, why is your opinion better than the opposing side’s?)
You can do this through a variety of ways. Below a few are listed:

· Denying the data’s validity
· Citing counter examples or testimony
· Questioning the credibility of the authority cited
· Questioning the relevance of examples, statistics, or testimony
· Questioning production/interpretation of statistical data

Writing the Documented Essay
Your synthesis should be organized so that others can understand the sources and evaluate your comprehension of them and their presentation of specific data, themes, etc.

The introduction: 
Your introduction should introduce the general topic, then the specific problem or controversy, and finally your thesis.  You may choose include a quote or example to catch the readers attention; however, you must cite any source you use.

The Thesis should be a qualified claim (see your class packet for extra examples).  It should acknowledge the opposing side, but ultimately support the argument you have chosen for your research paper topic and thesis. 

Subordinating Conjunction + Opposing Argument, Your Claim and Justification
Although Cloning offer the potential to advance lifesaving medicine, cloning should 

remain illegal because of the physical and social dangers.
The body:

In addition to explaining your argument, the paper should introduce and explain the opposing argument (concession) and refutation (see the outline on the previous page).
Don’t write just to fill space. Your entire paper should support your thesis.  All of your arguments and evidence should help you prove your opinion.  If you have a paragraph or example that does not help you prove your thesis, it should be removed from your paper.  

Each paragraph should contain only one idea or point, even though it may take several paragraphs to explain a main idea or argument.  To make sure that your reader follows your argument, explain how each paragraph helps you support your thesis.  Don’t assume that your reader will automatically see the connection.  As the writer, the burden falls on you to explain everything.  

The conclusion: 
When you have finished your paper, write a conclusion reminding readers of the most significant themes you have found and the ways they connect to the overall topic.  

Your conclusion should remind readers of your thesis and most important arguments.  Do not include any new information.

Other considerations:

Remember that this is not a book report.  You are responsible for more than a report. You need to not only have an opinion, but also defend it.  

This paper should not be written all in one sitting.  You need to have at least two, preferably three, rough drafts.  This may sound like a lot of drafts, but your ideas will mature with time, so give them a chance to develop.  Take a break from writing between drafts. When you return to your paper, you will be able to see where you can make improvements.
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