Children's Theatre Tour

African Folktales

Come to Lifel
In the spirit of The Lion King,

four traditional folktales from
CSU Bakersfield the continent of Africa are
adapted for the stage in this
original performance. Using
Inside this issue: .
large puppets, drumming and

dance, seven dynamic actors

Origins of Tales 2 bring the tales to life.
Cast List 2 All four stories explore what it
o means to be a good friend
Act“"ty Page 3 through the thert?es of trust,
Coloring Page 4 humility, kindness, and
honesty.
RIESIORIACHH YRS In The Tale of Cat and Rat the
Post Show 5 audience learns the animals
were once very good friends.
Sources & Books 6 When a handsome peacock
comes to live in the king’s
courtyard, Rat falls helplessly
in love and resorts to
deceiving Cat. Cat eventually
finds out and that is why she is
Characters in the still chasing the Rat to this
Show day.
In The Fortunate Trap the very
popular Hippos become a bit
e Cat “full of themselves” and tease
e Rat their dinner guests with a pce in which a noble animal companions until he is
riddle that no one can answer.  prisoner is kept alive by his  caught by a little spy.
e Peacock It is only wise Tortoise who is  tiny companions. .
. able to solve the riddle and Each tale introduces the
e Hippo move the prideful Hippos into  Finally, the very popular audience to the wisdom the
e Lion their muddy home. African trickster Anansi is stories hold while also
featured in Anansi and the providing exciting storytelling
e Tortoise The value of compassion is nymper 9. Anansi has and puppetry.
shared in The King and the discovered a way to trick his
e Elephant
© Hare What does the play mean? The themes of The Talking Stick
AL T Negotiating the ins and outs of friendship can be conflict with those of others. Empathy results as we
° King difficult for anyone. The qualities of honesty, are better able to reflect upon how our actions and
compassion, trustworthiness, and humility are not choices affect others.
 Nayame :;?::et:t‘a:owjﬁiivzlgpa;‘Zgz‘lgésg ‘Ei;ig;“gzilsst The four tales in this play highlight what happens

when friends lie to each other, take advantage of
admiration, show compassion, and remain honest
and fair. It is our hope that with the aid of our animal
friends, even the younger members of our audience
will be able to reflect upon the stories in a way that
teaches us all how to be a better friend now and in
For children, friendship comes easily and is the future.

challenged when one’s selfish needs come into

e Anansi the Spider and serve ourselves first. Experience tells us,
however, that good friendships require that we
master these qualities so that we may become
people who not only can make friends, but keep
them as well.






