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Class:Mon & Wed, 4:25-7:20pm


Class needs 30 min per week beyond class periods—

Such as Open Studio on Fridays

Office Hours: Mon & Wed—3:15-4:15 pm , 

Tue & Thur 9-10 .am or phone for appointment

ext 3095 or jkohl@csub.edu



jkohl@csub.edu
CERAMICS  STUDIO Winter 2013

This advanced level Ceramics class will meet at the same time as the beginning class (unless prearranged with instructor).  It consists primarily of individually contracted work (a body of work which students will develop over the quarter with emphasis determined by the student’s interests).  At the beginning of the quarter, the student should write a contract describing how they see this work developing, and should turn it in to me by Jan 14th.  This can be altered as the quarter progresses.   Students will be expected to attend  all classes as well as put in time in the studio outside of class  Beyond the extra 1/2 hour needed per week, students should put in at least 2 hours per week. . . 

Each student will do research and a presentation for the class on some technical or historic aspect of ceramics (such as a type of firing or glazing or construction technique), in connection with their individually contracted work. Please give me the topic of you research & presentation by February 6th. This should be an ongoing project--not something pulled together at the last minute! 

 Each student must also test one glaze with 3 colorants and mix at least one glaze  (large batch) during the quarter, and show the fired results in their final critique. Also, students will participate in the running of the studio, including helping to load and fire kilns, and to mix glazes. You should know how to fire the electric kilns.

This class will finish one class period early (final crit March 13th), since I am in an exhibition opening up in Japan on March 19th—so get going quickly in order to complete your quarters work by March 13th! 

We will have demonstrations and lectures on different technical aspects of ceramics, such as mixing glazes, firing kilns, wheel throwing and different types of handbuilding. There will be a field trip to museums and galleries of Los Angeles to see ceramic and sculpture exhibitions some Saturday in October. This is not required, but strongly recommended!  You should take every opportunity to visit galleries in Bakersfield or elsewhere if you go out of town.  Also, read CERAMICS MONTHLY and AMERICAN CERAMICS magazines which are all available in the library.  Keep a journal of readings, ideas, drawings and a log of projects including time worked outside of class. Turn in your log at the end of the quarter.

We will have several critiques during the semester and will discuss the individually contracted work and projects.  Participation in class, as well as working outside of class is of utmost importance.  At the middle and end of each quarter students will fill out a self- evaluation form, including information on projects completed, books and periodicals read, exhibitions see, kilns loaded, glazes mixed, etc.  Grading will be on the individual’s body of work, as well as on the presentation of research.  Work will be graded on a combination of effort, attendance, ambitiousness of undertakings, and ability to see projects through to successful completion. *  I f the student misses more than three classes, grade will be docked by half a grade point.  Further absences will result in a half a letter grade being docked for each class missed.

In this class four critiques (Jan. 28th, Feb. 11th, Feb. 27th and the final March 13th) are scheduled during the quarter. Your participation is expected for each one. Your presentation for the class (power point) will be March 11th.
Work must be finished on time for scheduled critiques so that you can benefit from the feedback of the entire class.
 In all critiques, work will be evaluated on:
the amount of ambition involved in undertaking  the project,
the thoroughness and thoughtfulness of the execution,
the depth of the concept,
improved skills and risk taking.
 Growth in each of these areas is expected from one critique to the next.
Students must be prepared to discuss their own work and the work of classmates in depth in a challenging, creative, thoughtful, and respectful manner.
*******************************
 
A = Outstanding. Expansive investigation of concepts and. skillful execution of a body of work.. 

Insightful contributions to critiques. Goes substantially beyond minimum requirements. Student works well beyond in class time. 
B = Above average.Substantial investigation of concepts and excellent craft.manship.  All assignments completed on time, insightful contributions to critiques. Excellent attendance and student works at least 2 hours beyond class time.
C = Average. All assignments done competently.. Strong participation in critiques.  Good attendance.  Little or no work in studio beyond class time.
D= Marginal work.  Excessive absences, limited work, poor craftsmanship,  or. Limited contribution to critiques.
F = Unsatisfactory work.Course Extreme number of absences and tardies, insufficient quanity and quality of work. .
For your first project, do a sculpture or series of vessels which do at least one of the following: 

1) Consider what concerns you most (may be personal, political, environmental) Figure out how to speak through clay about this concern. Consider doing something that discusses one of the following issues: Family and Cultural History, War and Politics, Social and Human Condition, Gender Issues, The Environment, Popular and Consumer Culture.  Consider using humor.  Check out the book “Confrontational Ceramics”.  Let me know if you want to cast something for this project. or need help with photo transfers.    First critique January 28th
Begin your contracted work.  Decide  what  you are interested in, and focus!  If you are interested in functional work, for example, take it five steps further--make some really unique, large vessels.  If you are interested in tiles, do some architectural tiles for a wall.  If you are working on figures, do a life size figure or series of smaller figures.   At some point, trade a partially finished piece with another student to finish.  I want you to do a substantial body of work--of whatever type you are interested in. Also, you need to photograph your work, and submitt a disc of your work with a written description to me at the final critique. 

Cell phones should be turned off during class, or, if receiving a call is vital, set to vibrate. When receiving a phone call, a student must leave the classroom.

    If I catch you text-messaging in class, I will probably use your phone for a casting demonstrate.

Americans with Disabilities Act:

Students that are entitled to accommodations under the ADA should feel free to contact me directly so that I may ensure proper accommodations.  These accommodations will be in complete compliance with the directives set forth by CSUB’s Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office.   

	Art 410 Course Objectives:
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
1. Define and effectively manipulate the Elements of Design (line, color, shape/form, 

planes, texture, value, space, mass and volume) and Principles of Design (balance,  contrast,

 dominance, emphasis/subordination, movement, illusion of movement, repetition, variation) 

in order to create nonobjective, abstract, and objective sculptures. and vessels.

2. Develop inventive concepts using various problem-solving strategies. 

3. Speak and write critically about personal and peer artworks and propose alternatives with 
emphasis on formal qualities of the work.
4. Utilize historic ceramics to juxtapose contemporary concepts.
5.  Use materials and tools concerning safety and health issues. Materials include clay, glazes,

 plaster.  Tools include slab roller, extruder, potter’s wheel.  Students will also be able to safely 

load gas kilns, and load and fire electric kilns. 

6.  Students will know how to safely mix glazes and adjust colorants.  



Art Program Objectives:

Applies to all Art Majors:

Objective 1: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to ‘read’ the non-verbal language of art and design (i.e. Art Elements - line, color, shape/form, texture, value, space; and Principles of

Design - balance, contrast, dominance, emphasis/subordination, movement, repetition, rhythm, unity/variety), and to express this ’reading’ in clear written and verbal forms.

Objective2: Graduates will demonstrate familiarity with and basic competence in a number of art or design media including the safety issues pertaining to those.

Objective 3: Graduates will demonstrate knowledge of major achievements in the history of art,

including the works and intentions of leading artists from diverse cultures both past and present.

Objective 4: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to make valid assessments of qualitative expression in the visual arts.

