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Instructor: Isabel C. Sumaya, Ph.D. Office: DDH H108
  Office Hours: Tuesday 3:00-5:00  Phone: 654-2381

    
Email: isumaya@csub.edu     Web Page: www.csub.edu/~isumaya (source for syllabus & lecture notes)

Prerequisites: The first prerequisite for this class is Psyc 300A and 300B or an equivalent scientific methodology course. The second prerequisite for this class is Psyc 303 (or an equivalent course) or concurrent enrollment. 
Required Books & materials: 
American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 
Recommended Books & Materials: Any Human Anatomy & Physiology text book.  A lab coat.  
Course Description: This laboratory course focuses on several aspects of Biopsychology with an emphasis on “hands on” experience through brain, and eye dissection, and animal testing.  The content of the lab serves to complement course material in a Biological Psychology class.
Course Objectives:

This laboratory will provide the student with the necessary information to: 

1. Use scientific terminology appropriately to the field of biological psychology

2. Locate, identify and know the functions associated with the major divisions of the brain        

3. Perform sheep brain and bovine eye dissections   

4. Proper handling of rodents and perform behavioral testing  

5. Identify human brain structures
Requirements and Grade Percentages:



 
Human Brain Facts 
20 pts 
Sheep Brain Dissection (Lab 1) 
   20 pts 
Bovine Eye Dissection (Lab 2)
   20 pts
Open Field Testing (Lab 3)
   20 pts
Brain Practicum – Neuroanatomy
 100 pts 
Eye Exam 
   40 pts
Open Field Paper 
   50 pts 
Creative Presentation
   30 pts   





                              Total                300 pts 
Laboratory Expectations, Policies and Guidelines:

Lab Behavior: This is a university laboratory class. Therefore, university work and attitudes are expected. Because we will be working with scalpels, brain tissues and live rodents, it is imperative that you take your work and behavior in the lab seriously. At all times, whether you are working with the human or sheep brain (10% formalin, toxic and a potential carcinogen), you will be required to wear gloves. This is for your protection.  It is also recommended to bring a spare shirt or lab coat (if you already have one) while working with the specimens and live rodents.  

Final Paper: Your laboratory write up (Lab 3) will be written in accordance with the APA manual (5th ed.). This of course means that the paper must be TYPED and DOUBLE-SPACED. Your final paper will be a partial research paper reporting the results from the open field testing of the rodents. Your analysis will be performed on SPSS, or if you prefer, you can do the analysis by hand (it’s up to you). This paper will be a full APA style research paper which must include: title page, abstract, method, results, and discussion. For each day a paper is not turned in on time 10 points will be deducted from your grade.
Creative Presentation:
You will be required to give a presentation to the class…that is the bad news…the good news is that this is a group project. You will work in groups of two. This presentation will involve creativity.  You will have 10 minutes to captivate, dazzle, and excite the class by educating the class about your topic.  The way you go about educating the class is up to you.  This can include, but is not limited to, a powerpoint presentation, a song, a poem, a demonstration, a game that the whole class participates in, a play (skit), a painting…anything you want! The only stipulation is that your presentation must focus on the brain, a brain process or a historical event that was important to biological psychology.   First and foremost, projects will be graded on the level of creativity in the presentation.    
Americans with Disabilities Act:

Students that are entitled to accommodations under the ADA should feel free to contact me directly so that I may ensure proper accommodations.  These accommodations will be in complete compliance with the directives set forth by CSUB’s Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office.     

Academic Dishonesty (see CSUB Catalog on Web, Section 41301. Standards for Student Conduct (b) (1.A) Hard Copy of Catalog page 81: Last but not least, is the issue of dishonesty. Cheating on the practicum or plagiarism (from published work or classmates) will not be tolerated. If you are caught in any of the above mentioned acts you will at the very least receive a “0” for that assignment, or, receive an “F” for the course. This will put you at risk for University censure or expulsion.  I have no problem whatsoever assigning a “0” or an “F”, and, have no problem recommending censure. I have done this in the past and will continue this policy.  
LAB SCHEDULE (subject to change)
Schedule (subject to change)
Lecture Schedule

Week

1
T
9/15
Lab Lec: Intro to Lab – Go over Syllabus & Lab Safety




Welcome to the world of brains, eyeballs and rats!





How well do you know your brain? Pretest & Assignment: How well do you 




know your Brain? (due 9/22)


TH
9/17
Lab: Planes & Directions…Fun with Fruit…learn to cut 

2
T
9/22
Lab Lec: Gross Anatomy of Human Brain



TH
9/24
Lab: Prep for Practicum  - Part I Whole Brain - Gross Anatomy of Human Brain 



Left Brain Right Brain Test (Paper and Pencil) 
3
T
9/29
No Lab Lecture – Continuation of Gross Anatomy of Human Brain

 

TH
10/01
Lab: Prep for Practicum- Part II Midsagittal - Gross Anatomy of the Human Brain 
4
T
10/06
Lab Lec: Intro to Lab 1 - Sheep Brain Dissection 






TH
10/08
Lab: Sheep Brain Dissection - Part I
5
T
10/13
Lab: Sheep Brain Dissection – Part II 


TH
10/15
No lab lecture - Take Online IACUC training (on web training by 5:00 pm) 




(http://www.csub.edu/grasp/HCUAS/) Do Modules I & II  (Furlough Day)
6
T
10/20
No Lab Lecture: Review for Brain Practicum (Furlough Day)

TH
10/22
BRAIN PRACTICUM
7
T
10/27
Lab Lec: Intro to Lab 3 - Bovine Eye Dissection 

TH
10/29
Lab: Bovine Eye Dissection  
8
T
11/03
Lab Lec: Eye Exam (no, I will not be checking your vision…this is a written test)


TH
11/05
Lab: Intro to Lab 4 - Open Field Testing 
9
T
11/10
Lab Lec: No lab lecture – Work on Open Field Paper 

TH
11/12
Handling Animals
10
T
11/17
lab Lec: Open Field Testing (Light)








TH
11/19
Lab: Open Field Testing (Dark)
11
SAT
11/21
Final – Creative Presentations (11:00-1:30 pm)

Final Paper Due: Day after Thanksgiving - Friday November 27th (5:00 pm, place in front of my office) 
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