PAPERS OPTION

PSYCHOLOGY 310, SPRING 2008
CAROL RAUPP
Assignment:


You will write a term paper with a focus on one of the listed topics in child development.  Your term paper will go beyond text coverage to show recent empirical research or reviews that help describe children's development over time, and will apply a major theory to it. 

Choose one of the following topics:

Spiritual beliefs and behaviors

Environmental concerns and behaviors (this is not about "environment" in the general sense--it is about the development of children's understanding of, beliefs about, and behavior relevant to the environment--the "outdoors," "wild"/free animals, energy use, recycling, pollution, and other environmental concerns--may include coverage of age-related environmental education curricula for children if there has been outcomes research) 

Preventive and/or remedial interventions to help children with peer-related social skills problems

Empathy and altruism

Social perspective-taking skills

Negotiating (persuasive and conflict-resolving) skills, quarrelling or arguing as skills

Relationships with animal companions (pets)
Cross-cultural comparison of how children use their time (must include the US and at least 2 other cultures)

Choose one of the following theories:


Freudian (psychoanalytic)


Erikson (neofreudian)


Piagetian (cognitive developmental)


Ethological (evolutionary)


Learning theory (operant conditioning, modeling and imitation)

  
Format of the outline/draft (first assignment, April 28)


By April 28 you will have chosen a topic, located references, and outlined your paper.  (You must show progress on this at the discussion April 21.)

You should have the following sections in what you hand in April 28:


(1) a title (not a separate cover page), 


(2) the full narrative introduction for your paper (one page) {Be sure to indicate your topic and theory.  End your introduction by stating the specific plan of your paper.  Be very clear in the plan of your paper to state the ways in which you are going beyond coverage that is already in the text (if any)}, 

   (3)  a statement about which theory you will be applying to this area of development, and why you think this theory is useful in understanding development in this area, 

  (4) a full-sentence outline of the body of your paper (This needs to be detailed and should be at least 2-3 pages long.  It should be describing development over time in each of the main age groups--infancy, early childhood, middle childhood, and adolescence.  It should integrate the theory you are applying and cite your references.),

(5) your reference list (minimum of 8 academic sources with complete reference information), with 

   (6) a one paragraph summary for each reference, written by you (not the published abstract), highlighting relevant information you will use in the paper.


Format of the paper (second assignment, May 28)


You should have an appropriate title at the beginning of your narrative (not a separate cover page).  


Your paper should be a minimum of 10 full pages (total not including reference page), and you should also have a reference page. Your paper's narrative should have the following sections:

· An introduction (limit one page)-- Edit your first draft.
Narrative body (eight or more full pages)--The paper should address your expanded understanding of this area of development. You need to be stating the ways in which you are going beyond the information in the main body of the text.  You should not just be listing and summarizing references one by one--this is supposed to be a discussion.  You should be very clearly using your reference information to describe development over time and integrate your theory with each age group covered.  Types of expansion beyond text coverage include provision of more detail than the text supplies, information that challenges or contradicts what is in the text, historical considerations, or areas relevant to a topic but that the text did not cover at all. 

· Conclusion (limit one page)--Your conclusion should re-visit this topic in light of your expanded understanding.  What do you now know about this area of children's development that you did not know from the text alone?  In what ways has the theory helped you understand how children change across the years?


Along with your paper, hand in a xeroxed copy of the article to which you referred most extensively.  I will use this article as one way to check for plagiarism.  Also hand in your first draft with my comments on it so that I can see how you modified the project to consider my feedback.


What to look for in references





Your aim is to go beyond what is in the text in a further discussion of what academic researchers have found out about that area.  Most of you should have a current focus, with up-to-date information (1993-present). A few of you may choose to expand an issue by doing a paper with an explicit historic focus.  Do not use texts, other than minor reference to Santrock (not counted as one of the 8 minimum references). 


Examples of journals you should be using include Child Development, Developmental Psychology, Adolescence, Journal of Marriage and Family, Journal of Educational Psychology, Journal of Youth and Adolescence, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Journal of Social Issues, Psychological Bulletin, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, and Journal of Social and Personal Relationships.  Other academic/professional psychology journals may also be appropriate.  Parent Magazine, Time, Newsweek, etc. are not appropriate, nor are general WWW sites, nor are professional newsletters or “notes” of one or two pages in journals. 

Depending on your area, professional/academic journals outside of psychology may be relevant (e.g., education journals).  Go easy on books (most are dated), and if you do use a book you must be clear about which sections of the book you are using.  Do not include “popular” or "trade" magazines. If you are not sure whether a source is academic or "pop", ask. Do not use Internet sources without my approval--few are usable for this assignment.  You should not be doing this assignment by merely cruising the Net.
30 Hours and Grading:

Papers are due April 28 and May 28, each worth 18% of the course grade.  Attendance is required on those dates, and on discussion dates for the projects (a week before each due date, April 21 and May 19).  Missing a discussion results in a 20% deduction.  Coming to discussion without adequate preparation is penalized. 

The Papers option calls for at least 30 hours of work.  Library research and readings, interviews, writing drafts, and typing count as hours. 


The papers will be graded using criteria of thoroughness, thoughtfulness, clarity, and conformance with APA style (or other academic style) for references in the narrative and the reference list.  You must avoid plagiarizing.  This involves: 1) being very clear about what information originates with you and what originates with others (citing references in your introduction and narrative for information not originating with you), 2) using correct quotation format for any exact wording used, with reference and page given, and 3) summarizing and discussing information without "lifting" either exact words or even close wording and sentence structures.  See the handout about plagiarism on my homepage for examples of what to avoid.


“A” is earned by having an outstanding paper that follows all of the guidelines given above.  Grades in the “B” range are earned by work that is competent.  


Grades of “C” or below are earned when papers represent little effort, do not meet criteria for number of references or length, are disorganized and confusing, summarize rather than analyze or expand, use "pop" references rather than academic sources, are full of writing errors, or do not conform to APA style guidelines in handling references. 


Papers that are plagiarized receive an "F" (zero).  Plagiarism consists of any instance of using others' ideas and/or words as if they are your own, and is a form of cheating (academic dishonesty).  Plagiarism can include not crediting a source of information, direct quoting of two or more consecutive words without correct crediting of the source, paraphrasing (changing just a few words) even when the source is given general credit, and borrowing sentence structure.  My homepage contains a handout that can help you understand how to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is reported to the campus administration.

