PSYCHOLOGY 310

Child Psychology - Spring 2008

(CRN# 22333; Section 2; M & W  6:00-8:05 PM; Mus 112)
Instructor:
Carol Raupp 




E-mail:  craupp@csub.edu

Office:
DDH D121



 
Phone:  (661) 654-2370

Office Hours: M 2:15-3:15 PM, M 8:10-9:10 PM, T 4:30-5:30 PM, W 8:10-9:10 PM 


Text:  
Santrock, J. W. (2007) Children (9th edition).  NY: McGraw-Hill.

Course Description:

Psychology 310 will familiarize you with developmental changes across infancy, childhood, and adolescence.  You will learn about the major theories and research methods used to describe and explain change in physiological, cognitive, emotional, and social areas of development.  You should gain more understanding of the many ways in which development is an important factor in your relationships with others, particularly children, as well as insights into past and present developmental changes in your own life.

Schedule and Assignments
       Date                                 Topic                       
Readings/Assignments

M
3/24
Introduction, Theories


W
3/26
Theories 
Project Training




Santrock 1, 2

M
3/31
Cesar Chavez Holiday
HOLIDAY


W
4/2
Methods, Cohorts
Santrock 3, 4, 5

M
4/7
 Genetics, Prenatal Development

W
4/9
Prenatal Development, Birth



M
4/14
EXAM 
EXAM


W
4/16
Infants
Santrock 6, 7, 8

M
4/21
Infants 
First Journal section or




First Paper discussed

W
4/23
Infants 

M
4/28
Early Childhood
First Journal section or




First Paper due 




Santrock 9, 10, 11

W
 4/30
  Early Childhood 




M
5/5
Early Childhood

W
5/7
EXAM
EXAM
M
5/12
School-age Children
Santrock 12, 13, 14
W
5/14
School-age Children


M
5/19
School-age Children 
Second Journal section, 
Second Paper discussed

W
5/21

Adolescents





Santrock 15, 16, 17

M
5/26

Memorial Day Holiday




HOLIDAY

W
5/28
Adolescents 





Second Journal 





section or Second Paper due







M
6/2
Adolescents 






FINAL EXAM --Wednesday, June 4, 5-7:30 PM

Course Requirements: 


Two MIDTERM EXAMS, April 14 (20% of the course grade) and May 7 (20%). Fixed-choice items.  FINAL EXAM, June 4, 24% of the course grade. Fixed-choice items.  Cumulative.


PROJECT (one of two options, Volunteer Assignment or Paper). Discuss projects on April 21 and May 19.  Not attending results in a 20% penalty on projects.  Paper sections due April 28 and May 28. Volunteer Assignment journal sections and signed timelogs are due April 28 and May 28.  Either option is 36% of the course grade (2 x 18%).

Brief Description of Project Assignments (see additional handouts):

PROJECT - (Option 1, Volunteer Assignment)

The 310 Volunteer Assignment option involves tutoring elementary school children two to three hours weekly in schools or special programs.  Hours employed in a school, e.g., as an aide, do not count.  See the project handout for details, including the required journal format. 

Goals for children include academic skills, personal support, and self-esteem enhancement.  You will keep a timelog (signed by the placement supervisor) and turn it in along with a journal with one entry for each contact.  The goal for you is thoughtful integration, via the journal, of 310 course concepts and your tutoring experiences.  Journals should include both breadth and precision in application of course concepts.  You should spend at least two hours on the journal each week.  School time totals 18+ hours (not counting transportation time).  You need to have enough flexibility in your own schedule to make up your own sick days, elementary school holidays, fog days, etc.   You will probably need a TB test before contact with children.  You will need to wear suitable clothing, as defined by the school system.


Journal sections (each for 9 hours of volunteering) and signed timelogs are due April 28 and May 28.  Attendance is required on project discussion days (penalty for not attending).  Each journal section is worth 18% of the course grade.

PROJECT - (Option 2, Papers)

Children's development includes several positive areas that are not fully covered in the text.  You will choose one of the topics listed in the project handout, and then write a paper about this topic that describes children's development across the years of childhood and applies a major theory to this area of development. See the project handout for details.


The paper should address your expanded understanding of the topic, i. e., explicitly showing how you have learned more than is covered in the text. 


Papers (first draft and final version) are due April 28 and May 28.  Attendance is required on project discussion days (penalty for not attending) and due dates.  Each paper is worth 18% of the course grade.

Course Grade:
Midterm 1 (20%) + Midterm 2 (20%) + Final (24%) + Project (36% [2x18])=100%


A
=
92-100%
B-
=
80-81%
D+
=
68-69%


A-
=
90-91%
C+
=
78-79%
D
=
62-67%


B+
=
88-89%
C
=
72-77%
D-
=
60-61%


B
=
82-87%
C-
=
70-71%
F
=
  0-59%

Policies:

COURTESY:  Show courtesy.  Do not bring picnics into the classroom or engage in conversations.  Turn off and put away your phones and all other non-class electronics when you enter this classroom!  Having a phone go off during class irritates me, distracts, me, and detracts from the educational experience for other students.  Be on time! Class discussions are educational activities--stay on track and stay in the room.

SUPPORT:  Students with physical or learning disabilities should alert me to this fact and contact Disability Services (654-3360), to arrange appropriate support.

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS:  If you have a religious holiday that conflicts with an exam or a due date for an assignment, let me know so that we can arrange accommodation.

ABSENCES:  If you are absent for two or more consecutive classes, notify me.  I try to assist people who stay in touch but seldom feel motivated to help people who disappear without explanation for extended periods.

PROJECTS, late penalties and writing quality:  

Projects are due at the beginning of class and late penalties begin on the same day once I have collected assignments in class.  Written work will be docked 10% for each calendar day late, starting on the due date after projects are collected in class.  Late penalties: 10% late same day, 20% late next day, 30% late two days.   Assignments more than two days late are not accepted without an excuse OK'd by me and with appropriate documentation of the reason. Missing discussion days for projects results in a 20% deduction on the project, and coming late on those days results in a penalty.  Assignments e-mailed to me are counted as on time or late depending on when they were sent.  There is a 5% deduction (in addition to any late penalties) on e-mailed assignments if I do not receive a paper copy at the beginning of the next class meeting.
Spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors greatly reduce the quality of your assignments and poor writing results in lower grades.  Written assignments must be typed.

EXAMS:  Exams may not be made up without documented proof of medically-treated accident, illness, or other mishap.  The final exam cannot be rescheduled without proof of three or more exams on one day. I do not reschedule exams so that you can start your vacation earlier.


NO EXTRA CREDIT: No extra credit assignments are offered.

WITHDRAWALS:  April 14 is the last day to withdraw without a compelling reason.  May 12 is the last day to withdraw even with a compelling reason (compelling reasons do not include poor grades, being too busy, or forgetting that you wanted to drop the class). Instructors do not “drop” you just because you stop showing up.  Disappearing without dropping results in a “U” grade, which counts as an “F”.

INCOMPLETES:  Incompletes are given only when "serious" reasons come up after over 50% of all course work is completed and graded, and must be arranged with me at my discretion.  Incompletes convert to an "F" if work is not completed by the end of the next regular calendar term.


CHEATING:  Copying from other students or using notes during an exam results in a zero for that exam.  Volunteer Assignment journals represent your own experiences, with tie-ins to lectures and the text.  Quotes and summaries should be appropriately attributed.  Papers represent your own work; all sources must be appropriately referenced (APA style).  Plagiarism on a project or cheating on a test results in a score of zero and will be reported to campus administrators.  Read the handout on types of plagiarism in papers and how to avoid plagiarism (on my homepage).  No excuses whatsoever will be accepted for plagiarism. 


