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the walter Stiern 
Library is pleased to 
announce that author 
Angie Chau has been 
named the 2013 walter 
Stiern Library PG&e 
writer in residence.  

As writer in residence, 
Ms. Chau will give a 
public reading at 4 p.m. 
on thursday, May 9, in 
the Dezember reading 
room and teach a one-day 
creative writing workshop 
in the library on thursday, 
July 11, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  She will have an 
office on the fourth floor of 
the library designated for her use during 
the summer.

“It is an honor for us to bring a writer 

Angie Chau named 2013 Walter Stiern 
Library PG&E Writer in Residence

of Angie Chau’s stature to our library,” 
said Curt Asher, Interim Dean.  “we are 

Walter Stiern Library:  Your stories 
are so moving and compelling.  Can 
you describe the point at which they go 
from being lived experience to becoming 
products of your creative imagination? 
Angie Chau: My stories start and end 
from imagination. I may steal tidbits 
from life but they are in no way meant 
to be a historical accounting of my life 
or my family’s experience. In Quiet As 
They Come, we start with the premise 

Ten questions for Angie Chau, Walter Stiern
Library PG&E Writer in Residence 

the walter w. Stiern Library is 
continually finding new ways to get 
information into the hands of students.  
the latest is its iPad checkout pilot project.

“It’s really urgent that students leave 
CSUB familiar with all kinds of technology 
and methods of accessing information.  
that’s why we launched our new iPad 

New iPad check out project launched
checkout project,” Curt Asher, Interim 
Library Dean, said of the innovative 
project.  “iPads are revolutionizing the 
way we communicate and learn and our 
students need to be part of that change.”

the library’s iPad project is a pilot 
built on a shoestring budget that will be 

that we have a family of Vietnamese 
people who are new to America like so 
many other millions of immigrants to 
this country. Beyond sharing this census 
detail with the characters however, my 
job as an author is to create drama and to 
create story out of their everyday lives. 
what about these characters make them 
unique and distinctive and yet what about 
them can be shared universally with any 

2013 Walter Stiern Library PG&E Writer in Residence Angie Chau 

Is your novel
waiting to be written?

Our Writer-in-Residence 

can help you get there.

Application inside.
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Archives houses musical treasure

grateful for the ongoing support of our 
community partner PG&e for making this 
opportunity possible.”

Ms. Chau is the acclaimed author of 
Quiet as They Come, a collection of short 
stories set in 1980s San Francisco portray-
ing the interconnected lives of Vietnamese 
immigrants.  Publisher’s Weekly gave the 
book a starred review and said the book’s 
characters “radiate dignity and depth.”

the book has been adopted as a text 
in classrooms at universities across the 

Chau  (continued from page 1)

Questions  (continued from page 1)

country, including Brown, UCLA and 
Loyola.

Author Sandra Cisneros described 
Ms. Chau’s book as “heartbreaking tales 
of ordinary people lost between the 
extraordinary circumstances of history. 
Bitter and beautiful all at once.”  

Born in Vietnam, Ms. Chau earned 
a BA in Southeast Asian Culture and 
Political economy (ISF) from the 
University of California, Berkeley and a 
Master’s degree in english with a Creative 

writing emphasis from the University 
of California, Davis, where she was the 
fiction editor for The Greenbelt Review. 
She has been awarded a Hedgebrook 
residency, an Anderson Center residency, 
and a Macondo Foundation Fellowship. 
Her work has appeared in the Indiana 
Review, Santa Clara Review, Night Train 
Magazine, and the most recent Hey Day 
Books anthology, New California Writing. 
In 2009, she won the UC Davis Maurice 
Prize in Fiction.

reader anywhere on this globe? that is 
what I aim toward in the act of writing.
WSL:  Can you describe your writing 
process?  Do you write every day? 
AC: My favorite journey is from my bed 
to my writing desk with a cup of coffee 
in my hand and three uninterrupted hours 
ahead of me just to write. I like writing 
in the morning best when I am closest 
to dream state. I want to write every day 
although I rarely succeed. I see it as daily 
practice. I miss it sorely if I don’t do it. 
But there are days where life happens so 
there is always the next morning to look 
forward to.
WSL: what advice do you have for those 
who want to write well but have difficulty 
with english because it is their second 
language?

AC: I would say read absolutely 
everything you can get your hands on. 
reading widely and voraciously and 
seeing how language is used in different 
contexts and in different voices sharpens 
the ear and one’s sense of rhythm. 
watching a lot of english language 
movies helps too. And practice, speak 
any chance you get, have conversations 
with people, be willing to put yourself 
out there, this is how you sharpen your 
language skills.
WSL:  One of the important concepts in 
your book is the idea of misunderstand-
ing— stories about  people who misun-
derstand the culture and who are misun-
derstood by the culture.  why is that? 
AC: I think the desire to be understood 
and the desire to be loved go hand in 

hand. Anyone can relate to that need. 
And yet with these characters whose 
lives are flipped upside down because of 
war, it all becomes even more magnified. 
After going through such horrific loss 
the desire to be understood and accepted 
is even greater and yet at the same time 
because they are “different” or “new” the 
acuity of the misunderstanding is further 
heightened. the setting is ripe for drama.
WSL: Have libraries had an influence on 
your development as a writer?  How?
AC: My love of books was developed at 
the library.  I spent hours and days at the 
library as a kid. It was my haven and also 
where I went for adventure and escape. 
I was an only child and my parents both 
worked a lot and I didn’t grow up in this 

the CSUB archives is home to a rare 
collection of musical manuscripts and 
scores hand annotated and corrected by 
a French publisher, who was working 
directly with composers like Maurice 
ravel and Claude Debussy.

the Lucien Garban Collection contains 
over 800 musical scores by composers 
such as ravel, Debussy, Fauré, wagner, 
and many others. Garban was a senior 
editor for the Durand Publishing House 
in Paris. the collection came to CSUB 
during the late 1970s through Garban’s 
widow. 

the collection has been extremely 
valuable to music researchers.

“One of the most rewarding experi-
ences of working with archival materials 
is when a researcher discovers something 
new. recently, we had two researchers, 
one from the University of Colorado, 
Bolder, the other from the royal Academy 
of Music, review the Lucien Garban Col-
lection,” said Chris Livingston, CSUB’s 
part-time archivist.

roy Howat, a research Fellow at the 
royal Academy of Music in London, said 
that Garban appears to have made some of 
the annotations under the authority of the 
composers themselves, while others are 
Garban’s own observations.

Howatt said the CSUB collection 

is closely associated with an important 
collection of French music manuscripts 
now in the Harry ransom Humanities 
research Center at the University of 
texas at Austin. Formerly in the Durand 
Publishing archives, many of the 
manuscripts in the texas collection served 
as engraving copies for first editions that 
figure in the Lucien Garban collection. 

“A few of these first editions may have 
been seen through the press, or at least 
proofread, by Garban, as Durand’s house 
editor,” Howatt added.

the CSUB Archives intends to make 
at least some of the Garban documents 
available electronically in the future.
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iPad  (continued from page 1)

expanded, if financial support for the 
project can be located.

with an ever changing range of 
powerful applications available, the iPad 
allows students opportunities to engage 
content in thousands of new and interesting 
ways.   Also, as the library moves toward a 
more digital approach to book purchasing, 
the iPad promises to be an extremely 
significant tool for reading and accessing 

information and texts.
the library’s systems analyst, Frank 

Aguirre, implemented a system for 
syncing and recharging the iPads, which is 
being piloted this quarter.  

“Frank made this project work and 
the circulation staff is really dedicated 
to making sure it keeps working,” Asher 
said.

Initially, students will only be able to 

check out iPads for four hours and will 
have to use the devices in the library.  
eventually, the library hopes to develop a 
broader program where students can check 
out technology for research purposes for 
longer periods.

“It’s an exciting time to be a student 
and even more so, maybe, to be a librarian 
and be part of the changes taking place in 
library learning centers,” Asher said.

world of play dates. I was a latchkey kid 
who had to occupy myself for hours after 
school and libraries offered me worlds I 
would not have had access to otherwise. 
It was free, most critical of all. I’ve 
volunteered for several events to raise 
funds for varying Library Foundations in 
Northern California. I’m all for it. 
WSL:  who are your favorite writers and 
how have they influenced you?
AC: there are so many incredibly 
talented writers out there both living and 
dead. when I am asked this question I am 
usually stumped because I don’t know 
where to start and I don’t want to leave 
anyone out. I usually answer this in terms 
of what books have changed my life. 
this includes Hemingway who inspired 
me to go to Spain. I graduated a semester 
early from high school to do this before 
starting college. there was also emerson 
who spoke of Self reliance and gave me 
the courage to make what was at that 
time in my young life a very big step. 
A few years ago I  read Uwem Akpan’s, 
Say You’re One of Them, a collection of 
stories that has me thinking about and 
seeing Africa differently; his stories are 
that beautiful and powerful. Jhumpa 
Lahiri’s, Interpreter of Maladies, for her 
beautifully crafted sentences and how she 
nails conclusions and leaves you with a 
sense of surprise and inevitability at the 
same time. that book also left me with 
the impression that plots and characters 
don’t have to be overly complicated- they 
can be simple and amazingly powerful. 
that resonated deeply with me and it 
applies both to books and people. 
WSL: Is it at all overwhelming to think 
about the influence you are having?  Your 

book is being read by students at the top 
universities across the country and by 
general readers everywhere.  
AC: It’s a dream come true. I am pleased 
that the book is taught in so many english 
Lit courses broadly and that it isn’t 
marginalized in “Asian American Lit” or 
“Asian Studies” courses but is regarded 
as a text to be read and studied by all 
students. I remember sharing this with a 
friend who is an older academic and he 
said, “that fact alone tells me how far 
race relations have moved forward in 
this country. there was a time not long 
ago when a book by an Asian author 
would only be taught in an Asian Studies 
course.” that was a powerful moment for 
me.
WSL:   Angie, we are very pleased that 
you are part of the walter w. Stiern Library 
PG&e writer in residence Program.  You 
have traveled very widely. Have you been 
to Bakersfield before?  What are your 
impressions of this community?
AC: I have never been to Bakersfield 
before although I do have a friend who 
lives there and she has told me how 
lovely the community is. I am very much 
looking forward to the visit. Given the 
diverse population I think and hope that 
this book will strike a chord with the 
community and that they too will see bits 
of themselves reflected in the characters 
in the book. My favorite is when a reader 
comes up to me and says, “that is my 
story. thanks for writing it.” It leaves 
me smiling for the rest of the day. I am 
honored to be your writer in residence 
this year. 
WSL:  How will your writing workshop 
be structured?  

AC: we will have a day-long creative 
writing workshop in which students 
will get to share their work and critique 
each other’s work. As the workshop 
leader, my goal is to create a space in 
which students feel free to take stylistic 
and artistic risks. we will discuss some 
of the essential components of fiction 
(character, dialogue, structure, scene, 
metaphor, image, among others) and how 
we can best utilize such tools to create 
compelling and memorable stories.  I had 
a former teacher I quite adored who said, 
“Life is messy. Fiction is orderly.” we 
write to make sense out of the messiness 
of the world. we create story to make 
meaning. this is the human impulse. I 
want us to get together and create space 
where we can learn from others and 
be inspired for the day. I hope that the 
workshop will serve as a spark to ignite 
their creative juices and that it will be just 
the start for them. every single one of us 
has a unique story to tell.
WSL: Do you have any advice for writers 
who have hopes of publishing their work 
someday? 
AC: My advice to aspiring writers 
is that it requires equal parts talent, 
preservation, and luck. I realize you 
can’t control the luck part but the other 
two elements are up to you. You have to 
work hard and be thick skinned and love 
it enough and want it enough and believe 
it important enough to keep at it.  It can 
be a long journey. My first book took 10 
years to write as I was going to school 
and working full time and writing when I 
could carve out the time. But by far, it is 
the most rewarding thing I have done and 
well worth the sacrifice.
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