
think we can have the 
best library in the state. 
While we’ll never have 
the budget that some 
other libraries have, we 
can provide the best 
service, have the most 
innovative projects, and 
maintain an in-depth 
and textured collection 
of books and resources 
that matches our curricula. ”

Asher described the library as an 
interconnected network of resources that allows 
students to engage with ideas.  It functions as 
both a physical place where students meet to 
learn and study and apply knowledge they 
gained in the classroom, and as a hub for a 
network of millions of learning resources.  It is 
also a place where students connect socially, he 
said.

“I think we have topnotch librarians and 
a great staff here. The librarians are really 
consultants and teachers who show students 

Stiern
Library 
NEWSLETTER

The Walter W.

California State University,  
Bakersfield

Issue 55 / Summer 2015

Managing Editor ............................................. Curt Asher 

Copy Editors ................. Sandra Bozarth, Eileen Montoya,
  Chris Livingston.

Layout/Printing ..................... CSUB Reprographics Center

Asher Named Permanent 
Library Dean

Renovation of Library to Begin 
Soon, Thanks to Generous Gift

Student Takes on Internship 
Challenge

Tales from the Vault #5

The Brief

The 1965 Delano Grape 
Strike: Exploring New 
Perspectives

1

1

2

3

3

2

Follow Us On Facebook!

Asher Named Permanent Library Dean

Renovation of Library to Begin Soon, 
Thanks to Generous Gift

Curt Asher, who has served as interim library 
dean since January 2012, was named to the 
permanent position on July 1.  He is the third 
person to serve as head of the library since the 
university opened in 1970.

Asher, who has over 20 years of experience 
in libraries and research positions, has worked 
at CSUB since 1998.  An alumnus of the 
University of Texas at Austin’s Graduate 
School of Library and Information Science, 
Asher has headed interlibrary loan, collection 
development, and special collections in his 
years of service at CSUB.  He also worked as 
an archivist for NASA and as an associate at a 
Texas-based energy research company.  Prior 
to entering library science, Asher held a variety 
of positions, including archaeological aide, 
newspaper reporter, and English teacher in 
Japan.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree from 
Western Washington University and is a Navy 
veteran.

“Over the past three and a half years, my 
colleagues and I have brought a lot of positive 
change to the library.  As permanent dean, I hope 
we follow that same trajectory,” Asher said.  “I 

 The Walter Stiern Library will soon begin 
a renovation and modernization project, which 
will greatly expand study space for students, 
thanks to a generous gift.
 The library received a $1.4 million legacy 
gift recently, about a third of which will be 
used to make improvements to the facility.
The donor, who passed away in January, had 
spoken at length with Library Dean Curt Asher 
about the library’s programs and needs and 
had indicated that he planned to provide the 
library with some financial help.  
 “We were stunned when we learned the size 
of his gift.  What a generous and wonderful 
legacy to leave the people of Bakersfield and 
the students of CSUB,” Asher said. “A gift to 
the library touches every student.”
 The donor’s estate requested anonymity.

 “He was a humble man, who cared deeply 
about education and libraries,” Director of 
Development Victor Martin said, who assisted 
the donor with information about giving to the 
university.
 In Phase One of the renovation, the 
library will be moving the reference area and 
expanding online reference access, which will 
allow for the construction of more study space 
for students.  
 “Students have made it clear to us they want 
more study space, especially in the evenings,” 
Asher said.   “This gift is going to allow us 
to provide that, beginning with seating in 
the reference area for laptop use, which will 
complement the laptop computer checkout 
program we intend to start this fall.”

The 2015 Walter Stiern Library PG&E Writer-in-Residence led an all day workshop on June  25 for writers 
from the campus and community.  John Hampsey, author of Kaufman’s Hill, is the third person to be 
named as the library’s Writer in Residence. The program  brings an author to campus to provide a public 
reading and teach a summer workshop.  Previous writers in residence were Angie Chau and Marisa Silver.   
The project is funded by a donation from PG&E.

Library Dean 
Curt Asher

Asher Cont’d (page 2)

Gift Cont’d (page 2)
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 The Walter Stiern Library and Public History Institute, in partnership with Bakersfield 
College, will explore the 1965 Delano Grape Strike over three days of events, September 24-
26, on the 50th anniversary of this milestone in American labor history.

 “We are thrilled to be able to bring this important history to the people of Kern County 
and Bakersfield,” said Chris Livingston, curator of the library’s Historical Research Center 
and archives librarian.

 The events at CSUB are intended to coincide with the United Farm Workers’ celebration 
of the strike on Saturday, September 26, in Delano, and a number of events scheduled at 
Bakersfield College on Thursday, September 24.

 On Friday, September 25, at 1 p.m., the library’s Walter Presents series will bring film 
director Marissa Aroy, who will introduce and show her documentary Delano Manongs: 
Forgotten Heroes of the United Farmworkers, followed by a panel discussion.  The 
involvement by Filipinos in the UFW’s efforts to improve the lives of farm laborers is a little-
known story that Aroy has skillfully captured in her short film.

 After the film, a panel consisting of Filipino activist and marcher Lorraine Agtang, 
and scholars Dr. Dawn Mabalon of San Francisco State University, Dr. Mario Sifuentez of 
University of California, Merced, and Dr. Todd Holmes, Post-Doctoral Scholar at Stanford 
University, will discuss the history and legacy of the Grape Strike.

 At 3:30, Dr. Matt Garcia, Professor at Arizona State University and author of From the 
Jaws of Victory: The Triumph and Tragedy of Cesar Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement, 
and Miriam Pawel, author of The Union of Their Dreams, will discuss their award-winning 
research.

 All events at CSUB on Friday are free and open to the public.

 On Saturday evening, the CSUB Public History Institute will bring the play Out of the 
Shadows, by Gary Soto, to CSUB’s Doré Theatre at 7:30pm.  Admission for students of all 
ages will be free with I.D.

 In addition, the library’s Historical Research Center will be researching the Grape Strike 
and collecting oral histories from participants over the course of the year and is collaborating 
with Wayne State University’s UFW archive for the HRC’s fall exhibit on the Grape Strike.

 The library’s Historical Research Center is working with the California Farms 
Foundation at the Shafter Research Station to organize, preserve and document the history 
of the station. Formerly owned by the US Department of Agriculture, the station was 
transferred to a non-profit foundation in 2012.
 Student intern Amelia Slover, a sophomore 
philosophy major, was interested in the challenge 
of the enormous project and is being mentored 
by archives librarian and curator of the library’s 
Historical Research Center Chris Livingston. 
Through the paid internship, Amelia will learn 
about collection evaluation, archival arrangement 
and description, the digitization of records and 
photos, and gain hands-on experience working 
with historical materials.
 The project involves the archiving of records 
that date back to the 1920s. Much of the research 
that occurred at the station had to do with a variety 
of cotton known as Acala, which is considered the 
finest in the world and is only grown in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  

The 1965 Delano Grape Strike: 
Exploring New Perspectives

Student Takes on Internship 
Challenge

Tales from the Vault #5
 This edition of Tales takes us to the Earl 
Warren Collection housed in the Historical 
Research Center’s Special Collections and 
Rare Book Room. Many of 
you perhaps know Earl Warren 
as the Supreme Court Justice 
who presided over the 1954 
landmark decision of Brown 
v. Board of Education or as 
the Governor of California. 
But did you know that Earl 
Warren graduated from Kern 
County Union High School 
(now known as Bakersfield 
High School) in 1908? 
 On June 10, 1973 the 
retired Chief Justice returned 
to deliver the commencement 
speech to the graduating 
students of California State 
College Bakersfield. I offer two 
interesting quotes from that speech: 
 “There is a malaise throughout the world 
today, because after a generation of war 
psychology during which human values 
were submerged, so many failures in society 
are surfacing at the same time that many 
people are in a state of shock.  Realizing for 
the first time the magnitude of our problems, 
they are disillusioned as to the things we 

formerly relied on implicitly. They now are 
doubting everything and, in frustration, are 
questioning the institutions themselves as 

well as the manner in which 
they have been administered.” 
   “I suggest again that you 
eschew both lethargy and 
frustration as you would 
the plague. They are deadly 
enemies of human progress. 
Let the dynamism of youth, 
your sense of fair play, and 
your instinct for survival guide 
your actions. You and your 
contemporaries can lead our 
Nation to happier and more 
secure days for both of you 
and those who are to follow. 
I congratulate you upon 
accepting the challenge of 

your future. I can guarantee it will 
be exciting, and I trust you will also find your 
efforts rewarding.”
 Warren’s words were genuine and 
inspiring. Do you want to learn more about 
Earl Warren? His story and others are 
available in the Historical Research Center. 
Come visit us! You never know what you’ll 
discover!

Chris Livingston

CSU selects vendor for historic shared library 
project  
 The CSU libraries selected a company 
this summer to help establish a shared library 
system that will stretch across all 23 campuses, 
streamline workflow, and allow for systemwide 
collaboration in the development, management, 
and analysis of collections. 
 “It’s a visionary and historic project and we 
are delighted for the chance to be part of it,” said 
librarian Amanda Grombly, who is the project 
manager for the implementation at the Walter 
Stiern Library.  She heads an implementation 
team of five who will bring their technical skills 
to the project.
 Ex Libris, the company that was selected 
after extensive review by CSU experts and 
practitioners, is a leading provider of library 
management systems. It will provide the cloud-

based library services platform and discovery 
system that will bring together the functions of 
all 23 campuses. 
 The migration and implementation to the 
Unified Library Management System (ULMS) 
will take place over the next two years.   The 
ULMS will replace the five different systems 
in use in the CSU, which will make research 
easier and greater sharing possible.
 “It’s an exciting time for the CSU libraries,” 
said Brandon Dudley, ULMS Project Director, 
at the Chancellor’s Office. “We will be able 
to collaborate in new ways to provide quality 
services for all the CSU.”

CSUB Librarians present research at ALA 
conference
 CSUB Librarians Ying Zhong and Sandra 
Bozarth presented their research at a poster 
session at the American Library Association 
conference in San Francisco earlier this 
summer.  

The Brief

 Their session, entitled “E-Books: R we 
on the same page?”, attracted the attention of 
many librarians.  Zhong and Bozarth studied 
user behavior and compared data they collected 
in 2008 to data they collected last year.  They 
found that awareness of e-books had increased 
over the six years and that 64 percent of their 
statistically significant sample of 630 people 
preferred e-books for personal reading.  Their 
research helps libraries develop e-book policies.
 The American Library Association 
conference draws more than 25,000 people 
annually. Attendees network, attend training 
sessions and presentations, and visit the library-
oriented tradeshow, which has nearly 1,000 
exhibitors.  The American Library Association 
was established in 1876 and has over 40,000 
librarian members.

CSUB Library joins Spanish university in 
study of Basque diaspora
 Stiern Library has entered an agreement with 
the University of Deusto in Bilbao, Spain, and 
the University of Nevada, Reno, to take part in 
The Basque Diaspora Living Heritage Project 
or Memoria Bizia. 
 The library will be a designated repository 
for oral histories of Basque immigration to the 
Central Valley.  
 Led by Dr. Pedro J. Oiazabal, the Jon 
Bilbao Research Fellow for Basque Studies 
at the University of Duesto, the project aims 
to document and preserve history of Basque 
diaspora. 
 Basques, an ethnic group from the Euskal 
Herria region of northern Spain and southern 
France, had an important influence on western 
US settlement and agriculture. There are 
about 21,000 Californians who self-identify as 
Basque.

how to immerse themselves in all kinds of new 
knowledge,” Asher said.  

He pointed to the Historical Research 
Center in the library, which he established two 
years ago, as an example of the way the library 
stays relevant.  The HRC works in partnership 
with the history department to give students 
direct experience in projects involving archives 
management, exhibit construction, historical 
research, oral history, and other areas.  It has 
also created strong partnerships and bonds in 
the community and is providing students with 
interesting internship experiences both on 
campus and off, while preserving the region’s 
historical record.

He said that the HRC is a model for other 
library-academic program partnerships that he 
hopes to develop with other departments on 
campus.

Asher said he also plans to continue to bring 
writers, artists, scholars and others to the library 
to speak, participate in panels, and take part in 
the events.  

“We have really worked hard over the 
past few years to open our doors and make 
the library a center for interesting speakers 
and events,” he said. For example, he was 
able to obtain funding from PG&E to bring 
a writer-in-residence to the library to teach a 
summer creative writing workshop each year 
and he has brought dozens of writers, poets, 
musicians, activists, and scholars of all kinds 
to the Dezember Reading Room to speak and 
perform.

Asher also loosened food and drink rules in 
the library, after working with Aramark to open 
the Walter’s food concession there in 2012.  

In addition to starting its renovation, the 
library is beginning a laptop checkout program 
and will expand its hours until midnight in the 
fall.

“We are listening to the students and trying 
to provide what they need,” Asher said.

Asher is the third person to head the library.  
The first was Benton Scheide, who was head 
from 1968 to 1984, followed by Rod Hersberger 
who served from 1984 to 2011.

 

Library Intern Amelia Stover helps with a 
preservation assessment at the Shafter 
Research Center.

Ying Zhong and Sandra Bozarth present their 
research at the American Library Association 
conference.

 In phase two, the library is planning to add 
study rooms and other student and scholarly 
spaces on the second floor.
 Asher said the remaining two-thirds of the 
gift will be placed in the library’s endowment 
to create an income stream for the library’s 
most critical needs, including purchases of 
online resources and books and other materials 
and programming that students need.  
 The $1.4 million is the second major gift 
the library received in 2015.  In the spring, 
a longtime friend of the library provided an 
unrestricted gift of $50,000. 
 “I think people see that a gift to the library 
is an opportunity to impact all the students in 
a very fundamental way,” Asher said.  “We are 
so grateful for the heartfelt generosity of these 
donors.”

Gift (cont’d from page 1)

Asher (cont’d from page 1)
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