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Standing Requirements

Student Learning Outcomes (Learning Objective/Outcome)

BA in Religious Studies Outcome Set

Objective 1.
Students will come to understand and appreciate religion as a phenomenon that brings meaning to human
lives in diverse cultures, traditions, and historical moments.

Outcome Mapping

Major Beliefs
Students will learn the major beliefs and
practices that constitute diverse religious
traditions

University Learning Outcomes: 3A: Knowledge in the
major discipline, 6B: Understanding of cultural and
ethnic diversity.

analyze and compare religious traditions
Will be able to analyze and compare
religious traditions

University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1C: Ability to
speak critically., 1D: Ability to think critically., 1E:
Capacity for life-long learning., 2A: Writing skills, 3A:
Knowledge in the major discipline, 3B: Ability to apply
knowledge of discipline, 6B: Understanding of cultural
and ethnic diversity.

Religious beliefs and human purpose
Students will be able to discuss how
religious beliefs and practices reflect a
conception of the human purpose and
dilemma.

University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1C: Ability to
speak critically., 1D: Ability to think critically., 1E:
Capacity for life-long learning., 2A: Writing skills, 3A:
Knowledge in the major discipline, 3B: Ability to apply
knowledge of discipline, 3C: Career preparation and
planning, 5C: Knowledge of self, 6A: Possess and
demonstrate an ethical framework, 6B: Understanding
of cultural and ethnic diversity.

Objective 2
History of religions. Students will learn about the religious history of different geographic regions and cultures
(e.g., Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Europe)

Outcome Mapping

History of Religions University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
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Students will be able to identify the different
religious traditions, ideas, and values that
have emerged from diverse cultures

critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1D: Ability to
think critically., 2A: Writing skills, 3A: Knowledge in
the major discipline, 3B: Ability to apply knowledge of
discipline, 6B: Understanding of cultural and ethnic
diversity., 6D: Interdisciplinary knowledge

Objective 3
Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills using the methods of the academic study of religion

Outcome Mapping

theories and debates
Students will learn the diverse theories and
major debates among scholars in a variety of
academic fields (e.g., religious studies,
philosophy, psychology, and sociology) on
the nature and meaning of religion.

University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1D: Ability to
think critically., 2A: Writing skills, 2B: Oral
presentation skills, 3A: Knowledge in the major
discipline, 3B: Ability to apply knowledge of discipline,
5D: Responsibility in group settings, 5E: Ability to
work independently

defintions of religion
Students will be able to identify central
definitions of the concept of religion and the
debates that have informed them (e.g., what
is Freud's view of religion, and how does it
differ from Durkheim's position?).

No Mapping

insider - outsider
The outcome is that students will be able to
distinguish theology from the academic
study of religion.

University Learning Outcomes: 1D: Ability to think
critically., 1F: Critical problem solving., 3A: Knowledge
in the major discipline, 3B: Ability to apply knowledge
of discipline

application of theories
Students will be able to discuss various
interpretations of religion in addresses
theoretical questions (e.g., what role does
gender play in religious experience? what is
the meaning of sacrifice?)

No Mapping

Objective 4
Students will learn to read and write according to the standards and conventions of scholarship in the study
of religion, and will be introduced to appropriate technology for reading and research in religious studies.

Outcome Mapping
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Writing components
Students will acquire the necessary skills to
develop an essay topic, conduct research,
construct arguments, and write cogent
essays in religious studies incorporating
Chicago style documentation.

University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1D: Ability to
think critically., 1F: Critical problem solving., 2A:
Writing skills, 2D: Computer literacy, 3A: Knowledge
in the major discipline, 5E: Ability to work
independently, 6C: Research
methods/analysis/technology for problem solving

Critical reading
Students will be able to locate and
distinguish primary and secondary sources;
will be able to use appropriate collections,
articles, bibliographies, and web resources;
will able to critically appropriate these
sources in order to amplify their research
and writing; and will be able to cite such
sources accurately.

University Learning Outcomes: 1A: Ability to read
critically., 1B: Ability to write critically., 1D: Ability to
think critically., 2A: Writing skills, 2C: Competence in
information management, 5E: Ability to work
independently, 6C: Research
methods/analysis/technology for problem solving
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