
INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD FOR HUMAN SUBJECTS 
RESEARCH (IRB/HSR) 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, BAKERSFIELD 

Members Present 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
28 SEPTEMBER 1995 
STUDENT UNION 137 

Scientific Concerns: Gonzalo Santos, Steve Suter 
Non-Scientific Concerns: Nils Carlson, Merry Pawlowski 
Community Issues: Duane Meyers 

Members Absent 
Brenda Pulskamp (Scientific Concerns) 
Cliona Murphy (Non-Scientific Concerns) 
Susan Christiansen (Community Concerns) 
Diane Smith (Community Issues) 

Visitors Present 
Dr. Beth Rienzi, Associate Professor of Psychology 
Kevin McNeill, Graduate Student in Psychology 

Primary Agenda 

1. Meeting was called to order by new Chair Steve Suter at 8:00 AM. 

2. New Board member, Merry Pawlowski, Associate Professor of English, 
was introduced. She is replacing former Chair janet Vice for the area of 
"non-scientific/ humanistic concerns." 

3. The first order of business was to discuss an issue raised by Dr. Beth 
Rienzi and Mr. Kevin:tvlcNeill. Specifically, the issue was one in which 
they wanted to include a "research component" within a long-standing 

· class project involving a visit to the Holocaust Museum in Los Angeles 
and Allensworth State Historical Site. The "research component" 
involved the assessment of changes in the students' attitudes and 
beliefs after their experiences with these two visitations. After 
considerable discussion, the Board concluded that " ... when a person 
becomes conscious of the potential for research in any class activity, 
then the mechanisms for informed consent should be activated." These 
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mechanisms include precautions from coercion to participate, 
precautions to preserve the confidentiality of the data, and all the other 
"normaf' precautions associated with research involving human 
subjects. 

4. The second order of business was to discuss the issue of conducting 
research with students during class time and with employees during 
work hours. It was unanimous that a faculty member should NOT 
conduct his/ her own research with students in his/her own class due to 
the "implied power" of a faculty n1ember relative to his / her students. 
Further, a faculty member should NOT conduct research using as 
subjects clerical/technical staff in the same department/unit for the 
same "implied power" reason. This "implied power" negates one of the 
basic principles of ethical conduct of research, i.e., that human subjects 
must be treated as autonomous individuals. In terms of getting 
students in another faculty member's class to participate in a research 
project during class time, the Board concluded that it was the 
responsibility of the faculty to ( 1) consider fully the cost/benefit of 
using instructional time for research purposes and ( 2) consider fully the 
issues of coercion, voluntariness, and trust in making the transition of 
student in the classroom to human subject in research. The Board 
unanimously voted to include both students in the classroom and 
employees in the workplace in the listing of "vulnerable populations." 
Such listing would require protocols using these subjects to be reviewed 
under "standard review procedures" involving the entire Board. (NOTE: 
These changes have already been made in the "IRB/HSR policies and 
procedures" document.) 

5. The third and final order of business involved research using existing 
data, especially medical records. The major issue is that medical 
records are maintained primarily for medical purposes and consent is 
normally obtained only for use by the physician. In other words, it is 
not standard practice to obtain "informed consent" from patients for the 
use of data from their medical records for potential research. After 
considerable discussion, the Board concluded that it was the 
responsibility cf the principle investigator (PI) to ( 1) consider fully the 
cost/benefit of extracting data from medical records which were 
compiled for medical purposes and not research purposes, (2) identify 
fully the specific data elements required for research, and (3) specify 
clearly how confidentiality of the extracted data AND the other 
information in the medical records themselves are to be maintained. Dr. 
Sasaki, who is a member of the IRE for Kern Medical Center (KMC), 
indicated that KMC has a special "simplified" form for requesting review 
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of research involving data from existing n1edical records. He indicated 
that our conclusions are fully in line with the requirements of KMC. 

6. Next IRB/ HSR meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 04 january 1996. 

7. There being no further business, Chair Steve Suter adjourned the 
meeting at 10:25 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edwin H. Sasaki, Ph.D. 
IRB/ HSR Secretary 
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IRB/HSR Log by Cntegory (Fnll 1995) 

1995 Scientific Humanistic Community Type of Board Date of Final 

Number Author Title Date Reader Reader Reader Review Action Board Action Approval 

95-47 Peter La Chapelle African American Experience in the Dust Bowl Migration 10/ 13/95 Pawlowski Meyer Expedited Approved 1 1/ 13/9 5 11 / 13/95 1 
95-48 Joy Burnard The Effects of Goal Setting on the Self-Efficacy of Diabetic Patients 10/ 17/95 Murphy Smith Expedi ted Approved 1 1/ 17 /95 11 / 17/ 9 5 

95-30 Kevin McNeill MTV & Traditional Gender Roles: An Analysis (Modified) 10/17/95 Expedited Approved 1 1/ 17/95 1 1/ 17/9 5 

95-5 1 Kelli Eberlein Active vs Passive Warm-up in Hamstring Flexibility in Coll igiate ... 11 / 13/ 95 Pulskamp Christiansen Expedited Approved 12/8/ 95 12 / 8 / 95 

•. 

Scientific Humanistic Community Type of Board Date of Final 

Number Author T i tle Date Reader Reader Reader Revi ew Action Board Action Approved 

95-49 Everett Mann HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Needs Assessment Survey 11 /2/95 Exempt Approved 1 1/ 7 / 95 11/7 / 95 

95-50 Mengyi Lin Master of Sociology Thesis Research Questionnaire 11 /8/9 5 Exempt Approved 1 1/ 17/9 5 11 / 17 /9 5 

95-5 2 Shirley Zimmerman Qualitative Research Project to Determine Factos Necessary .. . 11 /13 / 95 Exempt Approved 1 2 / 6 / 95 12 / 6/95 

95-54 Gretchen S. Smith An Exploratory Study of the Secondary Effects of Colic 11 /28 / 95 Exempt Withdrawn 12/8 / 95 12 / 8/95 

95-55 Marcie Maxon The Relationship Between the Length of Time in Registered Nursing .. 11 /29 /9 5 Exempt Approved 12 /8/ 95 12/8/95 -
95-57 McNeill/Rienzi Gender Differences in Atti tudes Toward Perceived Depress ion in .. . 12/7/95 Exemp t Approved 12/13/9 5 12/ 13/ 95 

95-5 8 Mann/Bruhn/McNeill HIV Consortium Survey and Needs Assessment 12/ 12 / 95 Exempt Approved 12 / 18/ 95 12 / 18/95 
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IRB/HSR Log by Category (Fall 1994) 

Number Author T i tle Date Scientific Humanistic Community Type of Board Date of Final 

Reader Reader Reader Review Action Board Action Approval 

Fall Quarter 1994 

94-45 Bijou, Ja<:gueline Similarities and Differences in Tibetan Buddhist Preparation 10/10/94 Murphy Smith Expedited 11/4/94 

94-49 Paap & McMillin Survey of Sociolog~ Graduates, 1984/85 -- 1993/94 11/16/94 Vice Christiansen Expedited Withd rew 

94-50 Slack, James Evaluating Americans w/ Disabilities Act in the Age of AIDS 12/12/94 Santos Me~er Exeedited 1/2 7/95 

94-46 Snelling, Jill Wasco Union Elementary School: Physical Education 10/1.3/ 94 Exempt 10/ 14/94 

94-47 Lautenschlager, Paula Monitoring On-Task Behavior 10/ 17/ 94 Exempt 11/9/94 

94-48 Wang, Jianjun Relation_ship of Student Attitudes Toward Sci , Math, Eng 11 /3/94 Exempt 11/3/94 
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