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Academics is Soaring:  January, 2018 

 

Colleagues, 

 

The semester is in full gear with many academic activities underway. 

 

If you didn’t have the chance to observe the demolition of the Faculty Towers this fall, it was captured in time-

lapse and is posted on this YouTube. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3D-5FwZN9in2YyQ-

26sns-3Dem&d=DwICAg&c=8Ipd-

S27WuaKn7LZs55QTnbDbMQSs_VN5Yh9G3ue5PM&r=dyxiGraTRIXAx5-coX8SLA&m=-

u9zE_JBMhiEjw5-

r_6wTHHIFgnbODqTNu1squmgaNY&s=EtJFPdz40JKezwaGTwIwAuI1P2Og0PjV2hZNdVRFj7c&e= 

 

All four school deans and the dean at Antelope Valley joined me, VP Martin, and the two new development 

officers at a January workshop hosted by the Chancellor’s Office focused on building relationships in the 

community as we focus on development and fundraising.   

 

Last week the new Quality of Life Center offered its initial presentation.  Kyle Susa, Psychology gave an 

engaging talk “Wrongful Conviction and the Science of Eyewitness Memory”.  The 100+ in attendance failed 

many of the memory challenges, including me!  It was a fabulous start for the Center. 

 

The following night was another standing room only event “Executive Order 9066: The History, Legacy, and 

Lessons of Japanese Internment.”  It explored Japanese internment, its history, how 

it was experienced, and what lessons it holds for us today.  There was a short film, an interview with Mary who 

lived in the internment camp, and a panel discussion.  Mary was an impressive woman who inspired us with her 

positive energy.  The event was sponsored by CSUB’s Public History Institute, the Kegley Institute of 

Ethics, and the Walter Stiern Library. 

 

The following night was the State of the County address by CSUB alum Mike Maggard who recognized 

President Mitchell for his leadership over the past 14 years. 

 

The following night (it was a busy week!) the deans and vice presidents (past and present) were honored at the 

halftime of the men’s basketball game and my perspective is that their presence brought home the win! 

 

And Saturday night was the Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Awards and Installation night.  VP 

Victor Martin was installed on the Board of Directors.  President Mitchell was named the Outstanding 

Businessman of the Year and received a rousing standing ovation.   

 

Congratulations to Phi Beta Delta member Rosemary Stribling on the acceptance of her poster for 

the 70thAnnual NAFSA: Association of International Educators Conference in Philadelphia May 27-June 1, 

2018.  Rosemary's poster  focuses on the work she is doing on campus with international athletes, and has the 

title "Runner Ambassador Program - A Home for International Student-Athletes”. 

 

Dr. Heidi He, Nursing received full funding ($96,000) of her grant to support the CSU Bakersfield FNP 

Program.  Dr. He is the PI for the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) FNP/PA 

Grant Program. This is her third year in a row with a fully funded grant from OSHPD. 

This is a highly competitive process and seeks to award funds to those programs who: 

1. Have the majority of their clinical sites in a medically underserved area 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3D-5FwZN9in2YyQ-26sns-3Dem&d=DwICAg&c=8Ipd-S27WuaKn7LZs55QTnbDbMQSs_VN5Yh9G3ue5PM&r=dyxiGraTRIXAx5-coX8SLA&m=-u9zE_JBMhiEjw5-r_6wTHHIFgnbODqTNu1squmgaNY&s=EtJFPdz40JKezwaGTwIwAuI1P2Og0PjV2hZNdVRFj7c&e
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2. Recruit and retain underrepresented minority graduates, and 

3. Provide a quality program as measured by accreditation standards and graduate certification pass 

rates. 

Dr. He was in the top scoring tier along with programs from UCLA, UCSF, and Sonoma State. 

 

Walter Stiern Library:  A new traveling exhibition, Native Voices: Native Peoples’ Concepts of Health and 

Illness, which examines concepts of health and medicine among contemporary American Indian, Alaska Native, 

and Native Hawaiian people is opening at the Wall Gallery of the Walter W. Stiern Library at California State 

University, Bakersfield.  The traveling exhibition, produced by the National Library of Medicine, explores the 

connection between wellness, illness, and cultural life through a combination of interviews with Native people, 

artwork, objects, and interactive media.  The exhibition will be open to the public from February 1 through 

March 9, 2018.   

 

Dean of Extended Education and Global Outreach Mark Novak’s gerontology text: Aging and Society: 

Canadian Perspectives (8th edition) came out in October. This text has been used by students in Canada 

for over 30 years and is the premier gerontology text in that country.  His US text Issues in Aging (3rd edition) 

will be coming out this spring.  

 

Dr. Jianjun Wang, Advanced Educational Studies research “An Examination of Discrepancies in Multiple 

Imputation Procedures between SAS and SPSS” has been accepted for publication in The American 

Statistician.   This groundbreaking research is likely to impact the National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP), a Congressionally-mandated project since the late 1960s.  Missing data occur frequently in real data 

analyses.  A Harvard professor, Donald Rubin, introduced multiple imputations to handle this practical 

issue.  Unfortunately, contradictory findings may result from application of different computing 

techniques.  After examining the key steps of result pooling, default selection, and different numbers of 

imputations, Dr. Wang illustrated feasible approaches to minimizing the result gaps across widely-used 

software packages (i,e, SAS, SPSS, and Stata).  

 

Dr. Mahdy Elhusseiny, Accounting and Finance presented at the Annual International Scientific Conference 

in Bucharest, Romania with Otilia E. Manta “Industries Stock Return Reactions to Risk Factors: An Empirical 

Investigation on the G-7 Countries (video)”, Annual International Scientific Conference, Financial and 

Monetary Economics (FME 2017). 

 

Dr. Nyakundi Michieka, Economics published a manuscript, “An Empirical Analysis of the Role of Rural 

Population Growth in Electricity Consumption in Sub-Saharan Africa” in the International Journal of Energy 

Technology and Policy. 

 

Dr. Chandra Commuri, Public Administration presented a workshop titled ‘Mission, Vision, & Beyond’ for 

the Kern Alliance of Nonprofits. Dr. Commuri discussed the elements of good mission statements and pitfalls to 

avoid when crafting mission statements. 

 

Dr. Mohsen Attaran, Management and Marketing published his paper “The Internet of Things: Limitless 

Opportunities for Business and Society ” in the Journal of Strategic Innovation and Sustainability Vol. 12(1). 

July 2017.  He also presented his paper “Integrating Social Media into Business Curricula” at the 8th Annual 

Conference of the European Decision Sciences Institute (EDSI 2017), in Granada, Spain. 

 

Dr. Hossein Bidgoli, Management and Marketing published the eighth edition of his MIS textbook and two 

papers in the conference proceedings Decision Sciences Institute: 

-Cloud Computing Deployment: What Have we Learned from Real Life Implementations and Practices 

-Successful Integration of Information Technology in Healthcare: Guides for Managers 
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The CSUB Ethics Bowl team debated a group of inmates at the California Correctional Institution in 

Tehachapi, and participated in the California Regional Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl Competition at San Diego 

State University.  They debated issues such as euthanasia, fake news, and the Electoral College.  Members of 

the team include Michael Akroush, William Edwards, Jennifer Fair, Hannah Farnum, Anna Hart, Dubrea 

Sanders, and James White.  The team is coached by Dr. Nate Olson, Philosophy and Dr. Michael 

Burroughs, Philosophy and Dr. Debra Jackson, Philosophy served as judges at the Tehachapi debate.  The 

debates were the culmination of the team members’ semester-long work in Philosophy 3610: Ethics Bowl 

(which is offered each fall). 

 

Chris Krugh, Geology discussed earthquakes in the TV news special on the Ecuador Earthquake on KGET 

channel 17 NBC on Dec. 20.  

 

Geology undergraduate students, Sam McKinney and Jeffrey Buehler (Dr. David Miller, advisor) recently 

won a $200 award for their research poster at the Southern Coast Geologic Society poster competition in 

Orange County. 

 

The Pacific Coast Section of the Society for Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) invited poster presentations from 

five CSUB student researchers and two Dual-Credit High school geology teachers at the SEG luncheon meeting 

at the Petroleum Club in Bakersfield.  Undergraduate students, Ethan Sarti, Sam McKinney, Jeffery Buehler, 

(Dr. David Miller, advisor) and Gabriela Navarrate (an NSF Research Experience Undergraduate) along with 

graduate student Sade Haake (Dr. Adam Guo, advisor) and High School geology teachers Karen Blount and 

Stephan Kiouses (both also CSUB geology lecturers) with Geology Professor coauthor Dr. Dirk Baron, each 

presented their research at the meeting.    

 

Geology faculty Chandranath Basak and Adam Guo, and geology graduate students Sade Haake (Dr. Adam 

Guo, advisor) and Maryanne Bobbitt (Dr. Chris Krugh, advisor), attended the Annual American Geophysical 

Union Meeting in New Orleans this week.  Maryanne presented her research entitled "  Incision of the Kern 

River Gorge, California; geomorphic constraints using airborne LiDAR " (Dr. Krugh, coauthor), and Sade 

presented his research entitled "Burn Severity and Its Impact on Soil Properties: 2016 Erskine Fire in the 

Southern Sierra Nevada " (Dr. Guo and Dr. Krugh, coauthors). 

 

In this year of “Inspiring Excellence, Transforming Lives” it is great to be a ‘Runner! 

 

 

Jenny 

 

Jenny Zorn, PhD 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
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