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Academics is Soaring:  December, 2017 

 

Colleagues, 

  

As you finish all of your grading and prepare for a break, I hope you are able to take a long winter’s nap or two 

in the coming weeks! 

  

You have been very busy this fall term with many significant academic contributions. 

  

14 Geology undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, alumni, and Dual-Credit geology teachers presented 

research results at the National Geological Society of America (GSA) Conference in Seattle.  At the same time, 

a CSUB undergraduate and an alumnus gave presentations at the AfricaArray Diversity Forum in Houston 

Texas. 

A private company commissioned students in the GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Certificate program 

offered by Extended Education and Global Outreach to develop an ArcGIS Story Map highlighting 

current/historical women in the engineering field.  This Story Map will be presented by the company in Europe 

at an international conference.  Also, the project is currently being promoted to ESRI staff and could potentially 

be highlighted at next year's ESRI User Conference in San Diego (20,000 plus in attendance!).  Nancy 

Grossman, a representative of the company, will be part of the panel presenting it and she reviewed and 

approved it.  She chose the CSUB GIS Certificate Program through discussion regarding GIS and maps with 

one of our instructors, Gina John, who currently works for Chevron.  It was presented at the World Engineering 

Forum - Rome, Italy- November 29, 2017. 

Alicia Rodriguez, History Department will be serving in the Organization of American Historians mentor 

program at the upcoming 2018 OAH Annual Meeting.  Alicia was selected for the program and is currently the 

only mentor from the CSU.  

  
Jackie Kegley, Philosophy published a chapter in Pragmatism in Transition Contemporary Perspectives 

on C.I. Lewis 

  
Dayanand Saini, Department of Physics and Engineering published an article, “Screening and evaluation of 

candidate trees for terrestrial carbon storage in regions with high air pollution and water stress” recently in 

Carbon Management Journal published by Taylor & Francis in partnership with the Greenhouse Gas 

Management Institute. Relevant to our local region, it discusses one of many common sense engineering 

solutions for reducing carbon emissions in Kern County while improving the overall quality of life for its 

residents.  

  

I was invited to participate in a panel discussion “Departmental Mergers”at the Association of Pacific Coast 

Geographers annual meeting “Sustainable Communities” at CSU Chico. 

  

NSME is hosting a Faculty Lecture Series.  I was able to attend one last month by Vlad Gasparyan, Physics 

and Engineering.  I encourage you to consider attending these.  For me, it is a chance to hear about the 

scholarly work and learn anew! 

  
Panelists: Jeanine Kraybill, Ivy Cargile, and Michael Burroughs, with Dr. Nate Olson as moderator offered 

an excellent presentation:  Free Speech on Campus: A Panel and Discussion.  I was so proud to hear our faculty 

speak about this timely topic that demonstrated what the higher education community can provide for our 

country right now:  an open, respectful discourse on a controversial topic. 
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The Accounting faculty and staff organized their annual alumni reception which provides opportunities for our 

students to meet alumni and potential employers.  I always enjoy these receptions and this night was another 

example of the superb efforts our staff and faculty make on behalf of our students and their success.   

  
Emerson Case, English coordinated another successful One Book, One Bakersfield, One Kern program, 

hosting the authors’ night with the community as well as a panel discussion "Living in Poverty: The Kern 

County Perspective on $2.00 a Day."   

  

The university hosted a Veterans’ Day reception to honor our faculty, staff, and students who have served or are 

serving our country.  Darius Riggins and Roy LaFever are finding new ways to honor our Vets.   

  

I accompanied the Geology Department on a field trip to Zzyzx.  I know you’ve seen the exit on your way to 

Las Vegas.  Zzyzx is a CSU Research station that was our base for our three days of excursions to Rainbow 

Basin (gorgeous colorful layers that needs to be on your bucket list), Kelso Dunes (500 feet high sand dunes for 

you-not me!- to climb-another bucket list must), and Cima volcanic region (you can climb down into the lava 

tubes-yep, put it on your bucket list).  We also added stops at the Kern River (great example of a V-shaped 

valley formed by the river) and the Borax mine (largest open pit mine in California).  The trip included more 

than 60 people:  all the tenured/tenure track faculty, a staff member, grad students, upper division geology 

majors, community geologists, alumni, Bakersfield College faculty and students, and all students in the intro 

level geology course (both majors and non-majors).  I had a fabulous time learning more about our desert and 

getting to know the geologists.  Two geologists from the USGS gave an informal talk one evening that inspired 

all of us.  My favorite quote was from a student who was not a geology major.  When I asked her what she 

loved most, after a short hesitation she said, “All of it.  It made my geology book come to life.”   

  

International Week offered many sessions for our students and faculty.  I wish I could have attended them all! 

  

Dean Mark Novak and Extended Education and Global Outreach staff hosted a high level delegation of 

Chinese university Presidents and administrators from 25 different universities and the Chinese Ministry of 

Education.  After learning about our academic programs and study abroad opportunities they were thrilled to 

have their photo taken wit Rowdy! 

  

40 faculty participated in Faculty Day where the TLC organized a keynote speaker and faculty presentations 

focused on student success and pedagogy.  I was inspired by the presentations I was able to attend. 

With so many competing events I missed Mahmoud Suleiman’s "My Fulbright Journey in the Holy Land, 

Palestine" talk and the California Writers Series With Vickie Vértiz, among so many other events our faculty 

and staff continue to organize for our campus and surrounding community. 

  
I was able to cheer on the Women’s Volleyball team at the NCAA tournament when they faced defending 

national champions Stanford in the opening round.  These student athletes represented us well but they face a 

very tall (and that’s saying something, coming from me!) Stanford team.  The fans who made the trip to 

Stanford were very proud of our team! 

 

All of us were ready to toast The CAFS Department and their new status as a department.  Chair Elaine Correa 

and ASC Tonya Nixon brought us together for a grand celebration and cake cutting. 

  

Last night Mark Martinez and the Center for Social Justice organized a screening of:  American Migrant 

Stories Documentary.  This documentary produced in collaboration with the Immigration Justice Collaborative 

showcases the work of a dozen attorneys in Kern County who have worked the past year to inform and support 
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the immigrant community during these troubling times.  The work of the IJC is unique; no other county’s 

attorneys have organized to serve the communities in this way. 

  

Yesterday I spoke at a press conference that announced a $1.3 million grant for collaborative work on Career 

and Technical Education Programs with FIELD (Farmworker Institute of Education and Leadership 

Development), Bakersfield College, University of LaVerne, and College of the Siskiyous.  Our contributions 

are focused on educating teachers.   

  

In this year of “Inspiring Excellence, Transforming Lives” it is great to be a ‘Runner! 

  

As 2017 comes to a close and many of us celebrate our religious and cultural holidays, I extend to you my 

highest hopes and wishes for you, your families, and those you love.  May 2018 bring you immense joy and 

memorable experiences. 

  

Jenny 

  

Jenny Zorn, PhD 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

  

 


