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Colleagues, 
 
As we head into the last few weeks, the celebrations are in full bloom. 
 
-At the end of March several of us attended the First Annual Cesar Chavez Legacy Breakfast at the 
community event organized by FIELD Farmworker Institute for Education & Leadership 
Development.  Keynote Speaker was Antonio Villaraigosa, 41st Mayor of Los Angeles.  Si Se Puede.   
 
-Our research activity was recognized at the Research Excellence Awards Reception.  We recognize 
faculty and staff who have garnered research grant funding.  Our research activity continues to grow. 
This year:   
Total Number of Proposals Submitted = 44  
Total Requests for the Proposals = $16.8M  
Total Requested F&A Costs = $2.49M 
Total Number of Funded Projects Managed = 101  
Total New & Continuing Awards = 48  
Total Dollar Value of 2016-2017 Awards = $14M ( was about $11M at this time last year)  
Estimated 2016-2017 F&A Recovery = $970K 
 
-The Student Leadership Awards night honors all of our outstanding student leaders.  They are leaders in 
student clubs and organizations and when I see them it is clear that we have developed strong leaders 
for the future. 
 
-Pi Alpha Alpha:  The National Honorary Society for Public Affairs and Administration inducted new 
members.  The Public Administration faculty always host a special event for the students and their 
families.  Thomas Martinez, Public Administration Department is the Chapter Advisor and Sonia 
Morentin is the organizer of the event.  It is always rewarding to speak with the students at these event. 
 
-This weekend was one of our marquee events of the year for the Bakersfield community.  The 31st 
Annual Bakersfield Jazz Festival provided another weekend of world class jazz.  The crowds are always so 
engaged with the music and it reaches us from our nodding heads to our tapping toes.  This was my first 
time at the Festival and I realized it is truly a festival with visual artists providing their work as well as the 
musicians.  Thanks to Doug Davis for his many years of organizing this and for Jim Scully who is the new 
Director.   
 
-Once again I was able to attend the presentations of the faculty in the Reading and Writing Across the 
Curriculum program.  This program functions as a faculty learning community to incorporate different 
pedagogical tools to improve writing across their courses.  Each of the 18 faculty worked with a faculty 
consultant who helped them develop their plan for a course they were teaching this term.  The faculty 
consultants Keith Kirouac, Dale Drennan, and Jeff Egan provide insights and advice for the faculty.  Kim 
Flachman coordinates the program, sponsored by the TLC, with the details handled by Chris Shiery.  I 
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always considered myself a good teacher, but I was humbled by how reflective these faculty are as they 
work to improve their pedagogy and student learning.  They are so thoughtful and introspective. 
 
-This weekend we hosted the CSU Honors Conference.  Our students presented their research and our 
faculty served as session moderators.  Jackie Kegley, Philosophy and Religious Studies and Director of 
the Helen Hawk Honors program was the conference organizer and Kathy Lund handled all of the 
details.   
 
-Tonight was the University Honors Ceremony where we inducted students into Alpha Chi National 
Honor Society and awarded Honors to students in the Helen Hawk Honors Program.  Jackie Kegley, 
Philosophy and Religious Studies and Director of the Helen Hawk Honors program was the co-
organizer with Joel  Haney, Music and Kathy Lund handled all of the details.   
 
-You have another couple of weeks to view History Department’s Mustafah Dhada’s sketches and 
sculpture works on the first floor of the Walter W. Stiern Library.  I found his sculpture intriguing and the 
sketches revealed his concept of simultaneously representational and abstract.  It is worth the visit. 
 
-While you are there, check out the students’ artwork at the entrance.  Joyce 
Kohl, Art Department once again asked students in her 3D Sculpture class to create the 
exhibit "Books in Transition."  Their interpretations of their books and how to transform them into 3d 
sculptures are fascinating to me.  I enjoyed this exhibit last year and am glad to know this is a spring term 
tradition.   
 
-Many of you attended the annual Celebrate CSUB this weekend.  This is such a fun day of activities, food, 
and displays that allow our campus to shine for our incoming students who attended orientations that 
day.  Departments provided activities for kids of all ages.  I was able to observe the children and not get 
gooed at the non-Newtonian fluid activity where the goo acts like a liquid when being poured, but like a solid 
when a force is acting on it.  You can grab it and then it will ooze out of your hands.   
 
-I attended the University Accounting Association awards lunch organized by the students with Sonia 
Morentin coordinating the details and Harvey McCown serving them as Advisor.  Once again they recognized 
some outstanding students and I always enjoy taking part in these celebratory occasions. 
 
-The Faculty Recognition and Affordable Learning Solutions Day recognized faculty who have earned the 
Online Teaching Certification, faculty who accepted grants for Course Redesign, and who have participated in 
the Affordable Learning Solutions that lower the cost of textbooks for our students. The Economics 
Department was recognized for their efforts that saved students more than $100,000 in 6 sections of ECON 
courses.  Next year they plan to double that effort.  They received a $10,000 check for their department 
because of their efforts.  Thanks to Charlene Hu, TLC who coordinated the Online program, AVP Vernon 
Harper who oversees the Course Redesign efforts, and Sandra Bozarth, Library who coordinates the 
Affordable Learning Solutions and organized the celebration. 
 
-The Financial Management Association hosted the 3rd Annual Foreign Trade Obligations and Implications 
Event with expert speakers who discussed opportunities for export overseas, export barriers, intellectual 
property protection, distribution channels, and foreigh customer relations.  Their Advisor, Mahdy Elhusseiny, 
Finance pulls together the panel of experts and I always enjoy participating in this event and seeing the 
number of students who attend and are engaged with the topics they discuss. 
 



-A group of CSUB Women attended the Kern County’s Women’s and Girls’ Fund Luncheon.  This is an annual 
event that awards this year’s grants and honors outstanding women and girls in the community.  Gayle Batey, 
one of our campus partners was recognized this year.  It was an honor to be able to attend and applaud 
Gayle for her work. 
 
-English professor Matt Woodman organized the annual Walter Presents Local Poets Reading “Work” 
Inspired Poems.  The poems are published in a publication Writing Work which are a collection of the 
readings that reach the audience’s heart, mind, and soul.  I was so enthralled by the poets and their 
readings.  The Dezember Room was packed!  Keep your eyes out for this event next year.  It’s a wonderful 
way to spend an evening. 
 
-Last year I attended and participated in the Annual Service Awards and this year I asked that we include 
faculty in this.  These are the 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40 year milestone awards.  From now on faculty will 
receive these every five years.  So, when you reach your milestone year you will receive an award.  We made 
the effort to catch up with faculty who had never received these awards, so we awarded all faculty who have 
more than 30 years of service with an award. There were some with 43 and 44 years of service!   
 
-Retiring, Emeriti Faculty, and those entering FERP were honored in a reception that Senate Chair Debbie 
Boschini tallied as a total of more than 400 years of service.  These faculty were the faculty who built their 
programs and established so many lasting traditions and legacies for our campus and community. 
 
-The Ninth Annual Gender Matters Symposium  pulled together artwork, posters, presentations, panel 
discussions, and a keynote speaker.  This annual conference is hosted by the Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies and Club GEN (Gender Equality Now!).  Jean West, Gender & Sexuality Program Coordinator and 
Professor of Marketing is the organizer of the event.  I enjoy hearing the variety of presentations and 
discussions that ensue. 
 
-We hosted the Southern California Irish Studies Colloquium for the Society for Irish Latin American 
Studies:  Ireland, Latin America, and the Caribbean Connections, Contexts, and Comparisons.  Carol 
Dell’Amico, English and Cliona Murphy, History were the co-organizers of the conference.  I wasn’t able to 
attend the event, but I am pleased to see us hosting these academic conferences and programs. 
 
-I wasn’t able to attend the Kegley Institute Event with Mira Sorvino and the discussion on human trafficking, 
but it was clearly a thought provoking lecture delivered with passion.  Thank you to Christopher Meyers, 
Philosophy and Religious Studies  for bringing another important discussion to campus along with the follow 
up panel that discussed human trafficking locally.  Thanks to Shelly Carson for handling the organizational 
details for the event. 
 
-The poetry reading by Brendan Constantine was arguably one of the best programs we’ve ever had in the 
Dezember Room of the Library.  The Writer in Residence program is sponsored by the Library.  I wasn’t able 
to attend, but I understand the room was filled and the audience members were captivated. 
 
-I participated in the President’s Associates dinner where we thank the donors to the President’s Associates 
program that sponsors student researchers and their faculty advisors.  Each project is awarded $2,000 for a 
research investigation and I am always impressed with the students and their passion for their work.  The 
faculty mentors glow with pride for their students and their work. 
 
-The Ethics Bowl is a fun evening (well, it was fun for me because I was just observing, the students were the 
ones working hard) where the student teams are discussing the ethics of some challenging case studies that 
are relevant to current issues currently facing our society today.  Christopher Meyers and Nate Olson, 



Philosophy and Religious Studies coordinate the evening.  Nate will teach the course in the fall that will 
prepare the students to participate in the regional Ethics Bowl.  The students are very impressive! 
 
-Finally, attached is the most recent flyer identifying CSU Bakersfield Accolades.  These are all bragging points 
that are the results of all of your hard work and dedication to our students. 
 
It’s great to be a ‘Runner! 
 
Jenny 
 
Jenny Zorn, PhD 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
 


