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 1 
Acceptable 

2 
Accomplished 

3 
Exemplary 

 
Subject Matter 

Knowledge 
 

The rationale is developed and 
variables/phenomena articulated in historical 
context.  Research and citations are included to 
support arguments.  The conceptualization of the 
research is clear and sound. 
 

The treatment of the educational problem is 
broadly conceptualized and has clear capacity to 
affect practice and be a contribution to the field.  
Significance of study to education reform cogently 
presented. 

Elaborates on the scholarly contributions to the 
field.  Significance of the argument to 
educational reform is highly compelling. 

 
Application of 

Theoretical 
Principles 

 

Presents an adequate knowledge of a major 
educational problem related to leadership, best 
practices, and/or the contexts and educational 
underpinnings of educational leadership. 

Displays a broad knowledge of a major educational 
problem related to leadership, best practices, 
and/or the contexts and educational underpinnings 
of educational leadership. 

Demonstrates an expert knowledge of a major 
educational problem related to educational 
leadership, best practices, and/or the contexts 
and educational underpinnings of educational 
leadership. 

 
Critical Appraisal 
of an Educational 

Problem 
 

Demonstrates sufficient originality, critical thinking, 
and new perspective.  Provides evidence of 
adopting a critical position regarding the field. 

The design evidences a creative, unique approach 
to the educational problem yielding a significant 
contribution to educational reform.  A critical 
position regarding the field is adopted and 
articulated.  The style and format are clear and 
written with vitality. 
 

Design and conceptual framework evidences 
exceptional originality and independent 
thinking, making a significant contribution to 
educational reform efforts.  A clear critical 
position regarding the field that is integrated 
with the discussion of the professional 
knowledge base is expressed. 
 

 
Understanding of 
Formal Academic 
Conventions of 

Composition and 
Rhetoric 

 

The writing conventions communicate essential 
information with clarity, precision and coherence. 

The writing conventions included enhance the 
readability, and the paper is coherent.  Transitional 
structures are in place, and topics and subtopics 
are appropriately used. 

The writing has rhetorical sophistication and 
an elegance of style.  The transitions used 
help establish a sound scholarly argument and 
aid the reader in following the logic of 
argument.  The writing models the language 
and conventions used in scholarly and 
professional literature. 

 
Style and Format 

 

Previous research is adequately characterized and 
referenced. 

Citations are provided and synthesized, and the 
documenting demonstrates thoroughness in 
documenting sources. 
 

Citations are abundant, synthesized, and 
support assertions. 

 
Achievement of 
Program Goals 

 

Research demonstrates achievement of each 4 
program goals. 
 
1.  Visionary Leadership:  systemic educational 
reform. 
2.  Teaching and Learning:  leadership for high 
student achievement. 
3.  Program Evaluation:  empirical evaluation of 
     educational effectiveness. 
4.  Applied Research:  educational improvement. 

Research demonstrates achievement of each 4 
program goals at a high level. 
 
1.  Visionary Leadership:  systemic educational 
reform. 
2.  Teaching and Learning:  leadership for high 
student achievement. 
3.  Program Evaluation:  empirical evaluation of 
     educational effectiveness. 
4.  Applied Research:  educational improvement. 

Research demonstrates achievement of each 
4 program goals at highest level. 
 
1.  Visionary Leadership:  systemic 
educational reform. 
2.  Teaching and Learning:  leadership for high 
student achievement. 
3.  Program Evaluation:  empirical evaluation 
of 
     educational effectiveness. 
4.  Applied Research:  educational 
improvement. 

Scoring Levels 

Dissertations that do not meet standards as outlined in scoring level 1, “Acceptable,” are considered deficient, will not be accepted, and will receive a grade of “No Credit.” 
Achievement of a 2 requires the standard in 1 be attained and exceeded to the level of the 2. Similarly, the 3 requires the standard of both 1 and 2 be exceeded to that of 3. 
From CSU, Stanislaus with some adaptations. 

 


