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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE
Progressivism: Uncovering Problems at the Turn of the Century
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	English-Language Arts (ELA) Standard: Writing Applications

2.3 Write brief reflec​tive compositions:
a. Explore the signifi​cance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).
	Getting Ready to Read
Show students an example of a current newspaper article that exposes problems in society.

Examples:

Global warming

Immigration

Nuclear weapons/weaponry 

Medical technology



	ELA Standards:

Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
1.3 Discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences.


	Introducing Key Concepts
Know the effect of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and food safety in Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle. 



	ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
	Surveying the Text 

Analyze the role of the muckraking journalist.  

Ask the students:

Who was Jacob Riis?

What is a muckraker?

What was Riis trying to accomplish with his photographs?


	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
2.3 Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, work​place, and public documents. 


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Have the students preview the muckraking picture taken by Jacob Riis:
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Ask students: Imagine you are with the boys.  What are the evident social problems associated with the plight of the boys?



	ELA Standards: 
Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
1.1 Trace the etymol​ogy of significant terms used in political science and history.
1.2 Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw infer​ences concerning the meaning of scientific and mathematical ter​minology.
College Expectations: These activities are also designed to de​velop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Pre teach the following vocabulary:

· muckrakers: investigative journalists.  Reddy Roosevelt said, “they raked the mud of society.”
· The Jungle: muckraker Upton Sinclair wrote about unsanitary conditions in the meatpacking industry.
· extractive industries: businesses that take mineral resources from the earth.
· Tammany Hall: The political machine in New York.
· Pendleton Act: 1883 passed the law to set guidelines for hiring civil service employees.  Jobs based on merit not favor.
· temperance movement (prohibition): The belief in moderation of drinking habits.



	Reading 
· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text

	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	First Reading

Students are introduced to Upton Sinclair and his work during the time period.  Excerpts from his novel The Jungle are provided and read as a class to discuss their use as a political tool and vehicle for change during the time period.  The question is posed to the class that “although this is a fictional piece, why might the stories depicted be taken so seriously that even the President of the United States, Teddy Roosevelt, take notice enough to invite Sinclair to the White House to further discuss the ideas which he presented?”
Students are to write a paragraph about their thoughts on the provided question and are to give particular focus to the parallels presented in fictional text and what we experience in the real world?  In other words, where does the author get his motivation to write on a topic?

	ELA Standard:

Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
	Looking Closely at Language

TCI PROGRESSIVISM UNIT

Students design individual Muckraker Notepads in which to record the explicit details of their research as a muckraking reporter.  Seven different descriptions were to be recorded from pictures or political cartoons covering four separate Field Sites involving key social issues at the turn of the 20th century (ATTACHMENT).
· Field Site 1-Problems in Cities & Workplaces

· Field Site 2-Problems in the Environment

· Field Site 3-Problems in Politics

· Field Site 4-Problems in Society
Students are to record their own personal descriptions using as much exploitative and provocative language as possible, as well quote a line from the description that correlates with each individual picture.  The bottom half of their notepad is to be saved to write further details about the specific social issue from the text reading that is provided (ATTACHMENT).


	ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies
1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organi​zation, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	Rereading the Text

TCI TEXT
Students are directed to read the chapter entitled Uncovering Problems at the Turn of the Century from the TCI text book. The included sections have further details on the four field site pictures that they researched.  Students are to write four additional facts from the reading that corresponds with each site on which they took notes in to complete their notepad.

	ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis
3.3 Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the “sound” of language achieve specific rhetorical or aesthetic purposes or both.

College Expectations: These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of close reading skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. 

Students should be able to

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

Students are given three excerpts from Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle to view and highlight as the teacher reads them aloud to the class.  Students are directed to particular focus to the descriptive terms used in each example, specifically those that applied to the five senses.  What were the smells like?  How did things look?  What types of pain might people have endured in each of the jobs described (immediate or degenerative)?

As the excerpts are read students are to highlight descriptions that they feel are particularly gruesome or poignant. A class discussion is led sharing some of examples of the student’s highlighted materials and why these were so effective.  Students are asked to think about the provocative language that is used and how effective/ineffective these statements might be had it not been written this way.  After completing the class read aloud, the students are to use their highlighted material to answer the following prompt.

Choose one example from the reading and write a response about your initial reaction.  What did you visualize?  How did you feel?  How might introducing this information to the public influence change?  What actions might the public take as a result of this information?


	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organi​zation, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	Considering the Structure of the Text

Discuss other muckraking journalists with the class other than Jacob Riis and Upton Sinclair.  Have the students list and summarize the other muckraking journalists identified in the text.  Students should list the societal changes that the journalists inspired during the early 1900s and possible modern regulation that could may be connected.  Questions to consider:

· What was the journalists chosen form of publication?

· photography, novels, pamphlets, etc.

· What kind of successes or limitations might each of these chosen forms of communication encountered?

· What political connections, relationships, or attention did these journalists utilize to promote their ideas?


	
	Thinking Critically

 


	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn

Students will take the descriptions and facts recorded in their Muckraking Notepad and write a persuasive newspaper article exposing the sordid details from their researched field sites.  (SEE ATTACHMENT)


	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Reading the Assignment

Within the study of the Progressive Movement, students have learned about the role of muckrakers and how they have instigated change within many facets of life (living environment, workplace, political corruption).  



	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

The purpose of the writing a muckraking article is to expose the issues of the time period (late 1800s to early 1900s) and persuade others to take action and force political regulation.


	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

Students are to use their personal research, picture quotes, and factual information from the text to write a muckraker style newspaper article representative of the time period.  Students are to focus on using descriptive language similar to that used in The Jungle examples to expose the exploitative practices of big business and the hardships of the disadvantaged lower class.  The article should be formed primarily from the students own words using quotes and factual information to support their arguments.  An article representing one of the topics that was researched should be included.  A conclusion persuading the community and/or government to take action in some way should finish out the article and give it purpose.


	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Organizing the Essay

Article should have:
· an effective title that draws in (hooks) the reader
· a descriptive introduction introducing key topics, as well as a description of what a muckraker is

· descriptive paragraphs about each field site researched exposing key issues of the time period

· a concluding paragraph with a persuasive call to action

· a related picture to the events researched



	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

	
	Grading Holistically

Students were graded on their accuracy to the directions as well as the quality of work that the produced.  The writing was graded with a greater focus on content accuracy.


	
	Responding to Student Writing

In response to comments made on their writing and the highlighting of significant errors, students were asked to re-write one of the paragraphs making corrections and improvements in any areas that they felt could use greater emphasis.
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