The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING 

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE

The Odyssey--Homer
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Applications 2.3 

Write brief reflective compositions on topics related to text, exploring the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).
	Getting Ready to Read

Students will activate prior knowledge and experience related to issues of the text through a 5-minute Quickwrite.  Students will individually respond then share with a partner.
In your opinion, what do you think are the most important characteristics a good leader should have?  

	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze the features and rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.


	Surveying the Text 

Students will briefly research the Greek poet, Homer, and the origins of Greek mythology in the library.  Students will need to understand Greek oral traditions and the basic components of the Greek gods, goddesses, creatures, and heroes that are frequently referenced in the Odyssey.



	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 
Analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and how authors use these features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.3 

Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents. 


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Based on the pre-reading activities introduced in “Surveying the Text”, students will make predictions as to why the story of Odysseus was structured into an epic poem.  In addition, students will predict why Homer would insert so many different mythological allusions into his story and who the intended audience was.


	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development 1.0 (as well as 1.1 and 1.2) 

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.


	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Epic poem
Epic hero

Mythology

Greek gods/goddesses

Greek creatures/heroes

Epic simile

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Symbol

Irony

Epithet



	Reading 

· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text



	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.
	First Reading

Students will read the epic poem in “sections” (9 total) and keep an Odyssey journal as they read.  The journal will include three main components:

1) 5- sentence summary per section

2) Obstacles/Challenges related to Universal Theme

              *students will identify a challenge Odysseus faces in that    

                specific section

              *students will identify two quotations from the text as

                evidence

              *students will relate their findings to one of nine

                universal themes

3) Figurative Language

       *students must identify two types of figurative language

        *students will analyze each piece of figurative language       
Part I – The Adventures of Odysseus

1. Sailing from Troy + The Lotus Eaters

2. The Cyclops

3. The Land of the Dead

4. The Sirens + Scylla and Charybdis

5. The Cattle of the Sun God 

Part II – The Return of Odysseus

6. “Twenty years gone, and I am back again”

7. Argus + The Suitors + Penelope

8. The Challenge + Odysseus’ Revenge

9. Penelope’s Test



	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 1.0 
Students apply their knowledge of word origins both to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and to use those words accurately.
	Looking Closely at Language

Students are consistently working with the vocabulary highlighted in the “Key Words” section with each journal they create and the following literary/figurative language terms:
Simile:  a comparison using “like”, “as”, or “than”

(He’s as dumb as an ox.)

Metaphor:  a direct comparison (without “like”, “as”, or “than”)

(He’s a zero.)

Personification:  treating a non-human thing with human characteristics

(The days crept by, slowly and sorrowfully.)

Symbol:  an object that represents something else

(A small cross by the dangerous curve on the road reminded all of Johnny’s death.)

Irony:  when the end result is different then the expected outcome; something said that is opposite of its intended meaning

(Wow, thanks for the expensive gift….let’s see:  did it come with a Happy Meal or the Burger King Kid’s Meal?)

Allusion: An implied or indirect reference to something assumed to be known, such as an historical event or personage, a well-known quotation from literature, or a famous work of art.

(For example, an author who writes, “She was another Helen,” is alluding to the proverbial beauty of Helen of Troy. )

Imagery:  the use of vivid language to generate ideas and/or evoke emotion via the five senses

*Sight:  Smoke mysteriously puffed out of the clown’s 

ears.

*Sound:  Tome placed his ear tightly against the wall; he could hear a faint but distinct thump, thump, thump.

*Touch:  The burlap wall covering scraped against the 

little boy’s cheek.

*Taste:  A salty tear ran across onto her lips.

            *Smell:  Cinnamon!  That’s what wafted into his nostrils.



	Language Arts Standards:  Research and Technology 1.7: 

Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Rereading the Text
After students have read through the epic poem as a class and completed journal entries, students will be divided up into groups (9) to reread specific sections.  The objective of reading through the individual sections again is to look for evidence as to why Odysseus was a strong or weak leader.  This activity is directly related to the writing activity they will complete at the end of the unit.


	Language Arts Standards: Literary Response and Analysis 3.3. 

Analyze how irony, tone, mood, style, and "sound" of language are to achieve specific rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of close reading skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

Students will reread through both their journal entries and specific sections assigned within each group to look more closely at the figurative language used by Homer.  This activity will focus specifically on why Homer would use figurative language (poetic form) and his purpose for the reader of the text.


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Considering the Structure of the Text

Students will work with a graphic organizer (see attachment) to outline the arguments for why Odysseus is or is not a good leader.  Their graphic organizer has a section for their statement, evidence (quote), and analysis.



	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically



	Prerequisite 7th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
	Summarizing and Responding

Students will create a one-page summary for both Part One and Part Two of the epic poem.  In addition, students will work in groups to create ten (10) short answer questions per section.


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4

Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.5

Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.6

Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

These questions are also designed to develop the kinds of skills assessed by college placement exams such as the English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Identify important ideas.

· Understand direct statements.

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Detect underlying assumptions.

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Thinking Critically

Because the Odyssey is a piece of fiction, it is difficult to decipher the lothos/ethos/pathos of the piece, but students will examine why Homer would create such an elaborate story about one man, what his true purpose was behind the epic poem, and if he was able to convey the important characteristics about Odysseus to his readers.
In addition, we will discuss in class the why behind the Odyssey.  What did Homer want to teach his listeners through the epic poem?  What did he want them to understand about life?  The gods?  Personal connections to the world?



	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn

Although the writing process can be divided into stages, writing, like reading, is essentially a recursive process that continually revisits different stages.  Much of the pre-writing stage has already been accomplished at this point because students have been “writing to learn” while reading.  They have been using writing to take notes, make marginal notations, map the text, make predictions, and ask questions.  Now they are ready to use what they have learned to produce more formal assignments. 



	Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5, 1.6, and 1.7
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.7

Use systematic strategies to organize the record information (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).
	Using the Words of Others

Students will use the quotes they have pulled from the text for their journal entries (and already cited) to begin to create an argument for why Odysseus is a strong or weak leader.  The quotes they choose must “back-up” and justify their opinion about Odysseus’ leadership skills.

Students will choose five (5) quotes and paraphrase in their own words what each quote conveys.  In addition, students must compose a short summary showing how each particular quote relates to their argument on Odysseus’ leadership skills.




	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Reading the Assignment

Students will be creating their first-draft essay assignments in class.  Listed below are the strategies they will employ to prepare for their essays:
1) Read the prompt very carefully (usually twice!)

2) Underline the important “key words” in the prompt (i.e.,  textual evidence/well-developed/organized/strong/weak/quotes/citations/justify)

3) In one sentence (in your own words) restate what the prompt is requiring.



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 

Students write coher-ent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process.
	Getting Ready to Write 

PROMPT:

Using textual evidence from Homer’s Odyssey, compose a well-developed and organized essay in which you discuss how Odysseus is both a strong and weak leader.  You must use quotes from the epic poem with correct citations that justify your point of view.
Three steps to create an outline:

1) Identify one way Odysseus is a strong leader and one way Odysseus is a weak 

      leader.

1) Identify one quote (from your journal entries and on-going assignments) you can use to show that Odysseus is a strong leader, and one quote that shows Odysseus is a weak leader.

2)  Identify why the quotes you have chosen are significant to the essay prompt.



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sus-tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

Students must create a thesis in which they identify whether they feel Odysseus is a strong leader or a weak leader and why.

There thesis must be ONE SENTENCE and state two things:

1) Topic

2) Strong or Weak leader and one vital reason why ---one that they can build their essay around!
.




	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

Students will have 30 minutes in class to write their first draft.



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Organizing the Essay

The day before the timed writing assignment (first draft), students will create a topic outline demonstrating what they will include in their introductory paragraph (thesis), body paragraphs (quotes/analysis), and conclusion (restatement/summary/connect to theme).

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Developing the Content

Students’ body paragraphs must include relevant quotes (correctly cited!) and analysis of those chosen quotations.  Textual evidence should answer the following questions:

1) Does the quote relate to the writing topic?

2) Does the quote show how Odysseus is a strong or weak leader?

3) Am I able to provide analysis (show significance/importance) for my chosen quote?


	Revising and Editing 

· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writ-ing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4, 1.5, and 1.9 

1.4 Organization and Focus: enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g. graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action;

1.5 Organization and Focus: use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone;

1.9 Evaluation and Revision: revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
	Revising the Draft

Students will work in pairs and complete a “peer response” worksheet in which they assess the following components:

1) Thesis

2) Quotes and citations

3) Analysis 

4) Strong Conclusion

5) Grammar and Mechanics

Thesis

       *Does the author include a one-sentence thesis statement in their introductory paragraph?

Quotes and citations

      *Does the author include a minimum of one quote showing Odysseus is a strong leader and one quote showing Odysseus is a weak leader?

       *Is each quotation correctly cited?

Analysis

      *Does the author provide analysis (relevancy/significance/importance) of their chosen quotations?

Strong Conclusion

       *Does the author restate their thesis and summarize their main points in their conclusion paragraph?

Grammar and Mechanics

       *Does the author use complete sentences, correct spelling/punctuation?



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3

1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.

Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English-Language Conven-tions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3
1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.


	Editing the Draft
 After students have completed the in-class essay and peer response activity, they will have three school days to edit/revise their essay and turn in a formal essay (typed!!!)  Strategies to help guide the revision process are listed below:

1) Read your essay out loud to yourself or a friend.  This is a very easy way to find errors!

2) Take your essay in small chunks:  focus on the introduction, then thesis, then body paragraphs, then conclusion, etc.

3) Remember to make sure you have corrected any spelling errors and you have correctly formatted your essay (heading/title/indent paragraphs)

Reflecting on the Writing

After students have turned in their final essay, they will answer the following questions in class:

1) What is one thing you found most difficult about this writing assignment?

2) What was one thing you found quite easy about this writing assignment?

3) What do you feel your strengths are in regards to writing?

4) What do you feel your weaknesses are in regards to writing?

5) What is one new thing you learned as you went through this writing process?
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