The California State University
Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing
EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING 
ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE



        
Man Today


         




World History:  Standard 10.1.2 and 10.2.1  

AND 

                 US Governmnent:  12.1.1

	READING RHETORICALLY
· PREREADING
· READING
· POSTREADING


	Prereading 
· Getting Ready to Read
· Surveying the Text
· Making Predictions and Asking Questions
· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Applications 2.3 
Write brief reflective compositions on topics related to text, exploring the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).
	Getting Ready to Read
WIO(write it out):  Display picture of serene island setting.  Brainstorm “first word that comes to mind.”  List on board.
Display picture of sunken clipper ship setting.  Brainstorm “first word that comes to mind.”  List on board.

Display picture of scales of justice island setting.  Brainstorm “first word that comes to mind.”  List on board.

--Define:  Justice, Law, common good


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 
Analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and how authors use these features and devices.
Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.3 
Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents. 

	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 
What will happen to this town in the long run?

What would be the first thing you did if you lived there?  
If you could prepare, what would you bring with you that could fir in a backpack?

What color are your shoes?

Just kidding

Would you help others that are not your family?



	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 
Development 1.0 (as well as 1.1 and 1.2) 
Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.
These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.
Students should be able to
· Recognize word meanings in context.
· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Introducing Key Vocabulary
Students will survey the text and look for 8 unfamiliar words.  The top five unfamiliar words will be defined in class discussion.  The rest will be defined for homework.

	Reading 
· First Reading
· Looking Closely at Language
· Rereading the Text
· Analyzing Stylistic Choices
· Considering the Structure of the Text


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 
Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.
Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 
Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.
	First Reading
Say, Mean, Matter:  This strategy is the process of answering three questions as they relate to a reading selection: What does it say?  What does it mean?  What/Why does it matter?  The purpose of this exercise is to encourage students to move beyond literal-level thinking (Blau 2003).

Students will write a “Say, mean, matter” with a partner for each third (pre marked) of Disaster Article.

	Post-reading Activities
· Summarizing and Responding
· Thinking Critically


	Prerequisite 7th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.
Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.2a
Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
	Summarizing and Responding
The students will use the following strategy to respond to the text:
GIST: Involving five major steps, this strategy is an excellent way to show students how to write a summary: (1) read the passage or chapter; (2) circle or list the important words/phrases/ideas; (3) put the reading material aside; (4) use the important words/phrases/ideas to generate summary sentences, and (5) add a topic sentence.  See Cunningham et al (2000) for more information on this strategy.

Students will then find a current event that illustrates the aftermath of the aftermath!  They can then compare what actually happened to what they thought would happen.



	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING
· WRITING TO LEARN
· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS


	
	Writing to Learn
Although the writing process can be divided into stages, writing, like reading, is essentially a recursive process that continually revisits different stages.  Much of the pre-writing stage has already been accomplished at this point because students have been “writing to learn” while reading.  They have been using writing to take notes, make marginal notations, map the text, make predictions, and ask questions.  Now they are ready to use what they have learned to produce more formal assignments. 


	Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.
Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5, 1.6, and 1.7
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  
1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.
1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.7
Use systematic strategies to organize the record information (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).
	Writing to learn
Using the current event article, students will explain the nature of man.
In your opinion is man good or evil, or both?  Support your answer using your current event and examples from an average day at high school.


	



WRITING RHETORICALLY
· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Revising and Editing 
· Revising the Draft
· Editing the Draft
· Reflecting on the Writing


	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writ-ing Strategies 1.9
Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.
Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4, 1.5, and 1.9 
1.4 Organization and Focus: enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g. graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action;
1.5 Organization and Focus: use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone;
1.9 Evaluation and Revision: revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
	Revising the Draft
Individual Work:  Students can then revise the draft based on the feedback they have received and the decisions they have made with their partners.  You might also direct them to these additional questions for individual work.


Revision Guidelines for Individual Work:

· Have I responded to the assignment?

· What is my purpose for this essay?

· What should I keep?  What is most effective?

· What should I add?  Where do I need more details, examples, and other evidence to support my point?

· What could I get rid of?  Did I use irrelevant details? Was I repetitive?

· What should I change?  Are parts of my essay confusing or contradictory?  Do I need to explain my ideas more fully?

· What should I rethink?  Was my position clear?  Did I provide enough analysis to convince my readers?

· How is my tone? Was I too overbearing, too firm? Do I need qualifiers?

· Have I addressed differing points of view?

· Does my conclusion show the significance of my essay?



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3
1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).
1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).
1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.
Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English-Language Conven-tions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3
1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.
1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.
1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.

	Editing the Draft
 Students will make any corrections before submitting their response.  Changes require teacher approval.


Appendix

Report: 10,000 Dead In Single Myanmar Town
YANGON, Myanmar, May 5, 2008 



(CBS/AP) Myanmar's official media said Tuesday that 10,000 people were killed by a cyclone in just one town, confirming fears of a spiraling death toll from the storm's 12-foot tidal surges and high winds that swept away bamboo homes in low-lying coastal regions. 

The ruling junta, an authoritarian regime which cut the nation off from the international community for decades, appealed for foreign aid to help in the recovery from Saturday's disaster, the country's deadliest storm on record. 

The casualty count has been rising quickly as authorities reach hard-hit islands and villages in the Irrawaddy delta, the country's major rice-producing region, which bore the brunt of Cyclone Nargis's 120-mile-per hour winds. 

Myanmar Foreign Minister told diplomats in Yangon Monday that, overall, more than 10,000 people may have died when Cyclone Nargis struck Saturday. 

But on Tuesday, state television confirmed fears of a rapidly rising toll, reporting that 10,000 perished in the town of Bogalay in the country's Irrawaddy delta. 

The cyclone came just a week before a crucial referendum on a military-backed constitution that the ruling junta hoped would go smoothly in its favor, despite opposition from the country's feisty pro-democracy movement. 

The disaster could stir the already tense political situation ahead of a referendum on a draft charter, several analysts said. 

No one knows how many are now homeless, reports CBS News correspondent Barry Petersen. Estimates range from 90,000 and up. 

Hundreds of thousands of people are without clean drinking water, said Richard Horsey, a spokesman in Bangkok, Thailand for the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

The disaster puts the government's credibility on the line, as general anger could build if relief efforts are not accelerated. 

There was little sign of official efforts to repair the damage in Yangon, but the worst-hit areas were in the countryside, now inaccessible by road because of storm damage. 

"The combination of the cyclone and the referendum within a few days of each other makes an angry population angrier and vulnerable and makes the political situation more volatile" than it has been since last year's massive pro-democracy demonstrations, said Monique Skidmore, a Myanmar expert at Australian National University. 

Last September, at least 31 people were killed and thousands more were detained when the military cracked down on peaceful protests led by Buddhist monks and democracy advocates. 

"This is not likely to change anything, but this might just add to the discontent that is so evident in the society," said David Steinberg, a Myanmar expert at Georgetown University. 

Relief Minister Maj. Gen. Maung Maung Swe said at the meeting with diplomats that the referendum could be postponed by "a few days" in the worst-affected areas, but state media indicated Monday that the May 10 date was still set. 

The diplomats said they were told Myanmar welcomed international humanitarian aid including urgently needed roofing materials, medicine, water purifying tablets and mosquito nets. The first shipment of 9 tons was scheduled to arrive from Thailand on Tuesday. 

The appeal for assistance was unusual for Myanmar's ruling generals, who have long been suspicious of the international organizations and have closely controlled their activities. Several agencies, including the International Red Cross and Doctors Without Borders, have limited their presence as a consequence. 

Allowing any major influx of foreigners could carry risks for the military, injecting unwanted outside influence and giving the aid givers rather than the junta credit for a recovery. However, keeping out international aid would focus blame squarely on the military should it fail to restore peoples' livelihoods. 

The cyclone was the greatest recorded natural disaster in Myanmar, also known as Burma, since a storm killed 2,700 people in 1926. 

The government had apparently taken few efforts to prepare for the storm, which came bearing down on the country from the Bay of Bengal late Friday. Weather warnings were broadcast on television saying that winds could reach 120-150 mph and tides could rise as much as 12 feet above normal levels. 

The bulletins did not urge citizens to take shelter. 

Attempts to alert the public via the television would have been largely fruitless anyway because the electricity supply is so spotty in Myanmar that few households, especially in poor rural areas, would have seen the warning. 

No firsthand reports have emerged from the worst hit areas of the delta, which are barely above sea level. The government has not given information on the cause of most of the deaths, but bamboo shanties with thatch or zinc roofs are standard housing in the area, and would have been swept way with their inhabitants by the onrushing tidal surge. 

"Once the storm subsided, people were walking out to assess the damage and were shocked at everything around them," said Pamela Sitko, communication relief manager for the Asia-Pacific region for the private aid agency World Vision. "One 11-year-old boy said he had to run backwards to take shelter in a school during the storm because the wind was so strong." 

World Vision said Myanmar's government had invited it "to provide assistance in the form of zinc sheets, tents, tarpaulins and medicine." 

"The agency is coordinating with authorities to explore an airlift of emergency supplies into the country from one of its global warehouses," the group said in a statement. 

"The biggest concern is communication because the electricity is down, running water has stopped, phone lines are down and it is difficult to assess the real needs because we can't reach the outer-lying regions," said Sitko. 

Shari Villarosa, U.S. Charge D'Affairs in Rangoon, told CBS Radio News that once the storm cleared out, people were overwhelmed by the extent of the devastation. 

"Everybody came out and was just stunned," Villarosa said. "People on my compound, who have been here 15 years, told me they have never seen anything like this here ever." 

Residents of Yangon, a city of some 6.5 million, said they were angry that the government failed to properly warn them of the approaching storm and has so far done little to alleviate their plight. 

"The government misled people. They could have warned us about the severity of the coming cyclone so we could be better prepared," said Thin Thin, a grocery store owner. 

Yangon, where officials said 59 people died, was without electricity except where gas-fed generators were available and residents lined up to buy candles at double last week's prices. 

With pumps not working, most homes were without water, forcing families to stand in long lines for drinking water and bathe in the city's lakes. 

Most telephone land lines appeared to be restored by late Monday, but mobile phones and Internet connections were down. 

With the city plunged into almost total darkness overnight, security concerns mounted, and many shops sold their goods through partially opened doors or iron grills. Looting was reported at several fresh food markets, where thieves took vegetables and other items. 

Some in Yangon complained that the 400,000-strong military was only clearing streets where the ruling elite resided but leaving residents, including Buddhist monks, to cope on their own in most other areas. 

"There are some army trucks out to clear the roads, but most of the work was done with a dah (knife) by the people. But some of these tree trunks are 4 feet thick," said Barry Broman, a retired U.S. State Department officer who was visiting Yangon when the cyclone struck. "Thousands of trees were uprooted. All the roads were blocked by the trees." 

At Yangon's notorious Insein prison, 36 prisoners were killed and about 70 others wounded when guards opened fire during a moment of chaos when the storm hit Saturday, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, an activist exile group based in Thailand. 

Diplomats in Yangon gave a similar account, though a government official denied there were any deaths. Nearby residents said there had been a fire at the prison, but knew no other details. 

Although relief talks with the government were still ongoing, the U.N.'s Horsey said it appeared the United Nations had the green light to send in a team to assess the storm's damage as early as Tuesday. 

In Washington, the State Department said the U.S. Embassy in Yangon had declared the situation a "disaster" and authorized an emergency contribution of $250,000 to help with relief efforts. But it added that Myanmar's government had initially refused to allow a U.S. Disaster Assistance Response Team into the country to assess damage. 

Washington has long been one of the ruling junta's sharpest critics for its poor human rights record and failure to hand over power to a democratically elected government. 

Myanmar has been under military rule since 1962. Its government has been widely criticized for suppression of pro-democracy parties such as the one led by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest for almost 12 of the past 18 years.
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