Kon-Tiki: Across the Pacific by Raft

By Thor Heyerdahl

Reading Log

1.  Cut and Paste on inside cover of log:


2.  Number each page of the log.

3. Pages 1-16: Title each page “Anthropology” Create T-charts on each page with these helpers:


CDs: What the team discovered   

CMs This discovery was important 









because…



On these pages list all the concrete details and commentaries that explain Heyerdahl’s discoveries related to the evidence he found that the early Polynesians came from South America.  You may need to research outside of the book the areas of Easter Island, the Polynesians, and the Peruvians. Be sure to cite your outside sources.
4. Pages 17-32:  Title each page “Marine Biology.”  Create T-charts on each page with the same helpers as on previous pages.  On these pages, list all concrete details and commentaries that explain the team’s discoveries related to the marine life and how they played a part in the team’s survival.

5. Pages 33-46:  Title each page “Historical Significance.”  Create T-charts on each page with the same helpers as on previous pages.  On these pages, add information from the book and research that describes how this voyage had an impact on future expeditions, discoveries, and history in general.  You may need to use an outside resource, such as GaleGroup, to find additional information.  Be sure to cite the outside sources.
6. Pages 47-57:  Title these pages “Refutations.”  Use outside resources such as GaleGroup to find articles that refute the Kon-Tiki voyage proved it’s theory.  List the citation (in correct MLA format), and a summary of how the theory is disproved.

7. The remaining pages will be used for “Close Reading” assignments to be done in class, web of the themes, and drafts of paragraph chunks.
Class time will be provided to read and analyze in class.
The final project for this book will be to write a 5 paragraph essay (intro, 3 two-chunk body paragraphs, and conclusion) that answers one question to ponder.  The typed final draft is due the day of your final exam.  This will be the written portion of your final exam.
Author’s Quote:





The Kon-Tiki expedition opened my eyes to what the ocean really is.  It is a conveyor and not an isolator.  The ocean has been man’s highway from the days he built the first buoyant shops, long before he tamed the horse, invented wheels, and cut roads through the virgin jungles.





Questions to Ponder:





How was the Kon-Tiki expedition important to discoveries in 


anthropology?


marine biology?


history?





Did Heyerdahl successfully prove his theory?  Why or why not?








