The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING 

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE

HAMLET- SHAKESPEARE
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Applications 2.3 

Write brief reflective compositions on topics related to text, exploring the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).
	Getting Ready to Read

Students will activate prior knowledge and experience related to issues of the text through a 5-minute Quickwrite.  Students will individually respond then share with a partner.
In your opinion, is there ever a time when “revenge” is okay?  Should people be able to seek out their own justice when necessary?  

	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze the features and rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.


	Surveying the Text 

Students will briefly research Shakespeare and the basic plot line of Hamlet.  Students will view a 60-minute Shakespeare biography (take Cornell Notes) and take a T/F test on the video.  In addition, students will take notes on a Power Point presentation examining different literary devices and characters in Hamlet.



	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 
Analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and how authors use these features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.3 

Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents. 


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Based on the pre-reading activities introduced in “Surveying the Text”, students will make predictions as to what they think will happen in Hamlet---in terms of revenge, family loyalties, etc.  How do they think Hamlet will handle the pressure of the kingdom, his father’s death, his mother’s remarriage to his uncle, his love for Ophelia, etc.


	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development 1.0 (as well as 1.1 and 1.2) 

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.


	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Symbol

Irony

Character Foil
Dramatic Monologue

Soliloquy

Aside

Catharsis

Tragedy

Imagery



	Reading 

· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text



	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.
	First Reading

Students will read the play while listening to the audio version.  Each act will have guided reading questions (questions asked in class while reading) and Response Journals (see attachments).  Each response journal requires analysis and critical thinking in response to various situations within that particular act.



	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 1.0 
Students apply their knowledge of word origins both to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and to use those words accurately.
	Looking Closely at Language

Students are consistently working with the vocabulary highlighted in the “Key Words” section with each response journal/guided reading question.
· Allusion- a reference to a person, place, poem, event, etc. which is not part of the story that the author expects the reader will recognize

· Catharsis- a release of emotional tension, as after an overwhelming experience, that restores or refreshes the spirit


*Aristotle believed an effective tragedy would allow the audience to experience true “catharsis” 

· Character Foil- a character whose qualities or actions serve to emphasize the qualities or actions of the main character by providing a strong contrast

· Imagery- language which works to evoke images in one’s mind (focus on the 5 senses- sight, touch, taste, smell and sound)

· Irony- incongruity between what might be expected and what actually occurs


*verbal
*situational
*dramatic

· Monologue- a long speech spoken by a character to himself, another character, or to the audience

· Soliloquy- thoughts spoken aloud by a character when he/she is alone, or thinks he/she is alone

· Tragedy- a serious work of drama in which the hero suffers catastrophe or serious misfortune, usually because of his own actions (although Shakespeare deviates a bit on 




	Language Arts Standards:  Research and Technology 1.7: 

Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Rereading the Text
Students will HAVE to reread each individual section/act on their own in order to complete each response journal.  In addition, several specific sections (i.e., important monologues, soliloquys, etc.) will be reread in class and also viewed on film (Kenneth Brannagh version).


	Language Arts Standards: Literary Response and Analysis 3.3. 

Analyze how irony, tone, mood, style, and "sound" of language are to achieve specific rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of close reading skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

Students must be able to incorporate different stylistic devices used in Hamlet into their response journals.  Many response journals ask students to choose literary/stylistic devices used and analyze how Shakespeare incorporated them into his tragedy.


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Considering the Structure of the Text

Students must be able to thoroughly understand the structure of a Shakespearean play.  Students will study stage directions, the meanings of asides, etc.
By understanding the structure of a dramatic play, students will better understand the thematic message.



	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically



	Prerequisite 7th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
	Summarizing and Responding

After each act, students must summarize what took place in those scenes and write a brief personal reflection.  These summaries/reflections will help them on their response journals and also on their final project.


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4

Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.5

Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.6

Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

These questions are also designed to develop the kinds of skills assessed by college placement exams such as the English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Identify important ideas.

· Understand direct statements.

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Detect underlying assumptions.

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Thinking Critically

As students journey towards the end of the play, they will begin to discuss the meaning of revenge and how it applies to the play.  Students will think back to their original quickwrite and decide if their opinion on “revenge” has changed in the face of reading Hamlet.



	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn

Although the writing process can be divided into stages, writing, like reading, is essentially a recursive process that continually revisits different stages.  Much of the pre-writing stage has already been accomplished at this point because students have been “writing to learn” while reading.  They have been using writing to take notes, make marginal notations, map the text, make predictions, and ask questions.  Now they are ready to use what they have learned to produce more formal assignments. 



	Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5, 1.6, and 1.7
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.7

Use systematic strategies to organize the record information (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).
	Using the Words of Others

Through their Response Journals, summaries, reflections, and guided reading questions, students will have pulled plenty of textual evidence to support their writing.  
Students will be asked to pull 5 relevant quotes from their work to incorporate into their final essay.  Students will paraphrase (2-3 sentence) each quote and explain its significance.




	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Reading the Assignment

PROMPT- Read the excerpt from Francis Bacon’s “On Revenge” and identify whether or not you think that Bacon would condemn or condone Hamlet’s revenge plan on Claudius.


	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 

Students write coher-ent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process.
	Getting Ready to Write 

Students will create a short outline using both the text piece and their notes from the play.  The outline needs to be roughly one-page in length and will be done in class (teacher help when necessary).


	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sus-tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

Students must create a thesis in which they identify whether they believe Bacon would condemn or condone Hamlet’s revenge plan.
.




	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

Students will have 45 minutes in class to write their first draft.



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Organizing the Essay

The day before the timed writing assignment (first draft), students will create a topic outline demonstrating what they will include in their introductory paragraph (thesis), body paragraphs (quotes/analysis), and conclusion (restatement/summary/connect to theme).

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Developing the Content



	Revising and Editing 

· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writ-ing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4, 1.5, and 1.9 

1.4 Organization and Focus: enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g. graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action;

1.5 Organization and Focus: use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone;

1.9 Evaluation and Revision: revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
	Revising the Draft

Students will work in pairs and complete a “peer response” worksheet in which they assess the following components of their first drafts and outlines:

1) Thesis

2) Quotes and citations

3) Analysis 

4) Strong Conclusion


	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3

1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.

Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English-Language Conven-tions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3
1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.


	Editing the Draft

Students will look at revision notes and compose a final copy essay.
 

	
	Reflecting on the Writing

Students will complete a reflection on both the writing and Hamlet unit.

FINAL PROJECT!
Students will create a children’s book based on Hamlet (see attachments!)
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