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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE
Introducing the Great Depression

(A 2-day introductory lesson that sets the literacy and critical thinking objectives that will define the 2-week unit of the Great Depression and the New Deal)
Expository Reading and Writing Assignment Template

	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	English-Language Arts (ELA) Standard: Writing and Listening Applications
2.3 Write brief reflec​tive compositions:
a. Explore the signifi​cance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns
 1.0 Listening and speaking skills
	Getting Ready to Read

Anticipatory set: Quick Write “Does the current economy concern you?  Do you know anyone that has been badly affected by the financial problems of today?  What will you do if you cannot find a job after graduation?”
Introduction to topic: (before and after QW) discuss major economic problems of today – housing, banking crises, government bailout, and unemployment.  Relate how and why the history of the Great Depression connects to problems of today.
Generate interest by asking how many students have parents/grandparents born here.  Continue by asking how many of them have relatives from Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma – then connect to Dust Bowl and Oakies.  Use map to pinpoint geographical areas.


	ELA Standards:

Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately. 
1.0 Listening and speaking strategies
1.7 Use of  props, visual aids and graphs

1.8 Produce concise notes
	Introducing Key Concepts

· Review the consumer culture of the 1920s and how it might have precluded financial problems
· Power point notes to preview financial problems and related factors that precluded the Great Depression.

· Century Series video/ fill in worksheet
· Class discussion comparing sources and information received from different formats.

Surveying the Text

· Students will preview the text by reading titles, subtitles, and captions through whole class reading (popcorn.)

· Students will copy a minimum of three unknown words to be defined

· Students will be prepared to make predictions regarding content based on prior knowledge

	 
	

	. 


	

	ELA Standards: 
Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
1.1 Trace the etymol​ogy of significant terms used in political science and history.
1.2 Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw infer​ences concerning the meaning of scientific and mathematical ter​minology.
.
College Expectations: These activities are also designed to de​velop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Introducing Key Vocabulary

· Teacher will check for understanding of text/era terminology and define necessary vocabulary

· Pertinent words will be added to Word Wall and displayed throughout the unit.

·  Student will copy section terms and define the ones they know. (timed exercise)
· Whole class discussion  - students will contribute list of ‘unknown’ words to engender predictions/discussion  of meanings 
· Students will work in pairs to complete section terms and use reciprocal teaching to enforce comprehension 


	Reading 

· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	First Reading

Reading for the unit consists of textbook, excerpts from Stud Turkel’s “Hard Times” and primary source “letters to the President/Mrs. Roosevelt” from TCI materials.

· Students will complete graphic organizers on the cause and effect of the Great Depression 

· Students will read and compare the different material for content and descriptions of life during the depression from various perspectives: sharecroppers, migrant workers, hoboes, farmers and their wives, and urban professional

· Introduce concepts of ethos and pathos. 
· Students will use a variety of techniques to help in comprehension and organization of material –
                   Rereading or Repeated Reading

                   Chunking  
                   Say, Mean, Matter



	ELA Standard:

Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
	Looking Closely at Language

· Vocabulary log – students will continue to note/define unknown words from all material throughout the unit.
·  Students will scan for ‘charged’ words used to describe conditions as a prelude to studying ethos/pathos use in historical analysis.



	ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies
1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organi​zation, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Rereading the Text

· Students will pair share cause and effect graphic organizer and analyze partner’s choices by re-reading the text to determine if content is correct

· Students will re-read primary source material and make marginal notations (i.e., ask questions, express surprise, disagree, elaborate, and/or note any moments of confusion) re: cause and effect being represented in the material. 
· Continue to note ‘charged’ words.

· Students will be prepared to discuss their notes and express tier opinions 


	
	

	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications
2.5 Write summaries of reading materials: 
a. Include the main ideas and most significant details.
b. Use the student's own words, except for quotations.
c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.

	Summarizing and Responding
· Students will identify common characteristics between reading materials and their personal notes
· Students will be asked to make a choice of what experience (studied) during the Great Depression was the most/least difficult by listing them in order and explaining why/how they made their choices
· Reciprocal Teaching – students will support their choices to a partner

	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension
2.3 Generate relevant questions

2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

2.6 Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

College Expectations: These questions are also designed to develop the kinds of skills assessed by college placement exams such as the English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. Students should be able to

· Identify important ideas.

· Understand direct statements.

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Detect underlying assumptions.

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.


	Thinking Critically

Continued from above… 
Questions for the students to ponder during their analysis of material 
 Ethos: 
· What does the author’s style and language tell your students about him or her?  

Pathos:
· Does this piece affect your students emotionally?  What parts?

· Do your students think the author/photographer is trying to manipulate their emotions?  In what ways?  At what point?

 

	WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.

	Reading the Assignment

 Students will write a letter from one of four perspectives: farmer, his wife, teenage boy leaving home to ‘hobo’, or urban ‘professional’ (i.e., artist, musician, and teacher.)  

Letter will discuss conditions, feelings and hopes/fears of the future and how New Deal programs (they must be able to connect the correct program to their particular situation) have affected them. Rough draft, student edit, and final edit required.
 Through direct instruction the teacher will:  

· Read the assignment carefully with students and help students specify the topic/character they are going to write about. 
· Check for understanding through individual and whole class Q & A. 

· Help students recognize how the purpose, source and audience (of the assignment) affects the type of writing they will do.



	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies
1.0 Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspec​tive and tightly rea​soned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and pur​pose and progression through the stages of the writing process.
	Getting Ready to Write 

Students will be encouraged to do one of the following activities: 
· Outlining: 
· Free writing 
· Webbing or clustering


	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

Students will continue with previous exercises and use notes to compose a first draft

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
ELA Standard: Writing Strategies
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Organizing the Essay

Letters will be organized by the following the criteria: 
Salutation 

Introduction:  (one full paragraph) Students will clarify what type of character they are portraying by detailing age, occupation and location.

Body of letter:  (minimum of three full paragraphs) 
    In the first two paragraphs students will illustrate elements/factors that explain their financial and emotional state. Students are encouraged to use specific details in developing their characters and to add personal touches to make them more realistic.  These paragraphs will also display evidence of the student’s comprehension of the causes, effects, and areas affected by the Great Depression.  The third paragraph will discuss specific New Deal programs – what they did and how they did/did not help their situation. 
Conclusion:   the final paragraph will include an opinion by the author regarding the future – both immediate and long term – of how the Great Depression will/did change their life.


	
	

	Revising and Editing 

· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft



	ELA Standards: Writing Strategies 1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetori​cal devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the in​corporation of visual aids (e.g. graphs, ta​bles, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action.
1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.
1.9 Revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sen​tence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consis​tent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
	Revising/Editing the Draft

· Students will both pair and self edit the first draft for the following criteria: content – is it correct? 
· Compliance – did the student follow directions completely?

· Style – grammar and audience

The teacher will edit this revision all of the above for and double check grammar.

Students will make final draft from recommendations.



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade ELA Standards: Written and Oral English Language Conventions

1.1 Identify and cor​rectly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., ger​und, infinitive, and participial), and me​chanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

1.2 Understand sen​tence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifi​ers) and proper Eng​lish usage (e.g., con​sistency of verb tenses).

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of gram​mar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.

ELA Standards: Written and Oral English Language Conventions
1.1 Demonstrate con​trol of grammar, dic​tion, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accu​rate spelling and cor​rect punctuation and capitalization.

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript require​ments in writing.
	  


	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically



	
	Grading Holistically
Final product (and previous edits) will be graded according to KHSD/CSU EPT scoring. 
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