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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE
GREAT DEPRESSION-

DUST BOWL MIGRANT MODULE
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	English-Language Arts (ELA) Standard: Writing Applications

2.3 Write brief reflec​tive compositions:
a. Explore the signifi​cance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).
	Getting Ready to Read

Using the Geography Applications provided by the text resources introduce the United States map identifying the Dust Bowl states, the states affected by the dust being carried from those states, and the migration path of the “Oakies” leaving the Dust Bowl states looking for work (including the path to Bakersfield and California’s central valley).

	ELA Standards:

Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
1.3 Discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences.


	Introducing Key Concepts

Using PowerPoint notes review and discuss the factors contributing to the Dust Bowl complications (extreme drought, over-farming, financial losses, bank closures).
Include pictures of Dust Bowl storms and farms, how migrants packed up for the move, where they lived when they arrived in California.

	ELA Standards: 
Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development
1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
1.1 Trace the etymol​ogy of significant terms used in political science and history.
1.2 Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw infer​ences concerning the meaning of scientific and mathematical ter​minology.
College Expectations: These activities are also designed to de​velop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Key terms and concepts related to the Depression and the Dust Bowl migration

-Dust Bowl
-Oakies

-migrants

-migrant camps

-shantytowns

-Hoovervilles

-foreclosure

-hoboes

-soup kitchens
-bread lines

-direct relief

-drought

These items will then be used in a Frequent Contact list (Janet Allen) and then placed on a word wall in the class for the remainder of the Depression unit.  Words will be separated into lists of People of the Depression, Relief for the Depression, Places Created by Depression, and Miscellaneous Terms.


	Reading 
· First Reading

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

	ELA Standards: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhe​torical devices of dif​ferent types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices. 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	First Reading

Primary Source Reading-Letter from a Dust Bowl Survivor
-Letter was written by a survivor of the Dust Bowl in McCracken, Kansas describing the encounter with the dust storms and her resulting attitude.  Character traits of the individual and personal accounts of the difficulties she faced are outlined in this personal account.
CNN Article-Girl from iconic Great Depression photo: “We were ashamed”

-Article gives personal description of hard times and resulting family characteristics as a result of the Depression and her mother’s determination.  Katherine McIntosh was a 4 year old girl in the famous Migrant Mother photo taken in 1936 in Nipomo, California at a migrant camp.


	ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies
1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organi​zation, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

	Rereading the Text

Reread the two articles and identify similar terms and character traits discussed by the survivor letter in 1935 and the feelings of Mrs. McIntosh in 2008.  What are the similarities and differences in their feelings or situations from the descriptions that they give and the 70 year time span between each written account?
-Highlight or underline the items listed above in the article


	ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis
3.3 Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the “sound” of language achieve specific rhetorical or aesthetic purposes or both.

College Expectations: These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of close reading skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam. 

Students should be able to

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

Students work in pairs to identify and classify words that have positive and negative connotations in reference to the situations and outlook of each of the individual articles.  Based on these terms a class discussion on the tone of the articles will be lead into the tone of the 1930s decade as a whole.  Reference to other literature (Grapes of Wrath, Children of the Dust Bowl).

View PowerPoint slides displaying pictures of migrant and migrant camps of the 1930s from Dorothea Lange (Migrant Mother photographer) and other notable photographers of the time period.  What tone (feeling) is detailed in the pictures and expressions of the individuals?  Make note of 4 year old McIntosh in Migrant Mother.

	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications
2.5 Write summaries of reading materials: 
a. Include the main ideas and most significant details.
b. Use the student's own words, except for quotations.
c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.
ELA Standard: Writing Applications
2.2 Write responses to literature: 
a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
	Summarizing and Responding

Identify common characteristics of each reading (descriptions, personal experiences, outlook-optimistic or pessimistic).  Find a quote from each reading that gives the best example of the tone of the article.  Explain what words are used to depict the articles tone.

	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies
1.0 Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspec​tive and tightly rea​soned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and pur​pose and progression through the stages of the writing process.
	Getting Ready to Write 

Using the quote that identified before, begin shape arguments on how these are representative of the entire article.  Brainstorm multiple ideas for both articles.  Make note of any similarities as the final portion of the writing involves comparing the topic of the articles and the information provided during the two time periods.


	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

Use the journal entries, note taking, tone analysis, and brainstorm to structure a first draft.


	ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 
1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sus​tained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Organizing the Essay

The essay organization and structure have been provided by the instructor.
· Introduction & thesis

· First quote providing descriptions & reason for choice
· Second quote providing descriptions & reason for choice

· Identify similarities in both articles accounts despite time difference
· Conclusion & wrap thesis into the articles main points

	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

· Using Portfolios

	
	Grading Holistically

SEE ATTACHED RUBRIC
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