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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ELA 9th & 10th 

Should Cell Phones Be Allowed in School?

National School Safety and Security Services, “Cell Phone and Pager Issues,”
A.J. Dean, “Schools Should Embrace Cell Phones as Learning Tools Instead of Banning Them”
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards: Writing Applications 

2.1 Write autobiographical narratives 

a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events to the audience. 
	Getting Ready to Read

Make a transparency of school/district cell phone policy and review with class.
Quickwrite:  Do you agree or disagree with the school’s cell phone policy?  Why or why not?



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.
	Introducing Key Concepts

Brainstorm the pros and cons of allowing cell phones in school.

What are inappropriate uses of cell phones at school?

What are some legitimate reasons for allowing cell phone use in school?


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
	Surveying the Text 

Survey the articles*, one at a time, looking at the following:  titles, authors, pictures & captions, and skim for key words.

As of this writing, both articles can be accessed as indicated.

* National School Safety and Security Services, “”Cell Phone and Pager Issues,” http://www.schoolsecurity.org/trends/cell_phones.html 
A.J. Dean, “Schools Should Embrace Cell Phones as Learning Tools Instead of Banning Them,” http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2009/10/schools_should_embrace_cell_ph.html 


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched.  


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Based on the survey, ask students to write three predictions regarding what the text will be about:
Have students pair-share their predictions including specific information from the text to support them.

Finish with a whole class discussion of their predictions and support from the text.


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.

1.3 Identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words.
	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Chunk the text and conduct a shared reading of the text with students and the teacher taking turns.

As they read have students mark words they are unsure of or unfamiliar with.
Create a class list and have students use context clues and class discussion to determine the meaning of as many of the words as possible.
Have students work with a partner to look up the remaining words in the dictionary.




	Reading 
· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.  
	First Reading

First reading completed with vocabulary activities.
Have students answer the following questions:

· Which of your predictions turned out to be true?

· What surprised you?



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.
	Looking Closely at Language




	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 

1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.

	Rereading the Text

Provide students with a clean copy of the article, possibly on different color paper.  Have students re-read the article silently to his/herself and complete the following tasks:

· In the left margin, label the introduction.

· What safety and crises preparedness issues does the article discuss?  Number them in the left margin.

· What other reasons for not allowing cell phones in schools are discussed in the article?  Underline those reasons. 

· In the right margin write questions or comments you have about the introduction, each of the safety and crises preparedness issues you numbered, and the other reasons you underlined against the use of cell phones in school.

· Then ask them to exchange their annotations and compare their labeling and responses in small groups or in pairs.
You may want to begin this activity by modeling and/or having your students work collaboratively as a class.


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis 

3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism.  

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze  the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.7

Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.
	Considering the Structure of the Text



	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in literary works.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.3b

Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.


	Summarizing and Responding



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.8

· Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text.

	Thinking Critically

Use students’ marked texts from Rereading the Text to have a class discussion and create a class list of the main arguments from the article.
 

	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

 9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies  1.7 

Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 1.3 

Use strategies of notetaking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.


	Using the Words of Others



	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  


	Reading the Assignment

Write a letter to the Wasco Union High School Board of Trustees in which you support the current policy banning the use of cell phones in school or urge them to change the policy and allow cell phones in school.  Support your position with examples from your own experiences, observations, or something you have read.

Many students have trouble with writing assignments because they do not read the assignment carefully. Here are some strategies that might help your students overcome this problem:

· Read the assignment carefully with your students. Many problems with student work, particularly in timed, high-stakes writing situations, arise because your students fail to completely understand what the writing assignment asks them to do. The explanations in Appendix C can help clarify some key assignment words.

· Help your students specify the subject of the essays they are going to write. Is the subject specified for them? Do they have choices to make about the subject?

· Discuss the purpose of the assignment. Are your students informing or reporting? Are they persuading their readers of something? Help them recognize how the purpose of the assignment will affect the type of writing they will do.



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Getting Ready to Write 

Have students use quickwrites, second marked text of both articles, and class list of main arguments to complete persuasive writing graphic organizer. 

If necessary, complete California Standards Assessment Workbook“ Lesson 29: Writing Business Letters” to review the form and function of business letters.

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications 2.3a

Marshall evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

Completed as part of the persuasive writing graphic organizer



	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Composing a Draft

Using persuasive writing graphic organizer, students will write the letter in one class period as they would for the CAHSEE.



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Organizing the Essay



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Developing the Content



	Revising and Editing 
· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.
	Revising the Draft



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.
	Editing the Draft

 

	
	Reflecting on the Writing



	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

· Using Portfolios

	
	Grading Holistically



	
	Responding to Student Writing



	
	Using Portfolios 
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