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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE: Pat Tillman 
The Washington Post article “Ex-NFL Player Tillman Killed in Combat” (April 24, 2004)

The New York Times Excerpt from Jon Krakauer’s book Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman (published in the Times Sept. 17, 2009)
ELA 9th & 10th 

	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards: Writing Applications 

2.1 Write autobiographical narratives 

a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events to the audience. 
	Getting Ready to Read

Before we move into the novel All Quiet on the Western Front, I want to introduce my students to Pat Tillman, a star football player who gave up millions of dollars in professional football contracts to join the Army. He was, unfortunately, killed by “friendly fire” and his death was subsequently covered up by Army and government officials. Friendly fire, also known as fratricide, is a topic in All Quiet. 
I will show a Power Point of photographs of Pat Tillman as a young man, a football player, bridegroom, and soldier and explain how he came to join the Army, and how he went to Afghanistan, and that he was ultimately killed. 

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.


	Introducing Key Concepts

On the first day of the unit, I will ask the students to fold a piece of paper into quarters and in the top left quadrant, define what the word “integrity” means. After a couple of minutes, we’ll discuss their definitions. Then I will supply the actual definition of the word, which they will write down. Next, I’ll provide them with a list of concrete nouns for them to write in the lower left quadrant of their paper: baseball, dancing, driving, sleeping, eating, friendship, kissing, cooking, school.  They will also supply a concrete noun of their own. In the top right quadrant of the paper, they’ll create two sentences each using this format: “Integrity is like (Concrete Noun HERE) because __________________. 
Further discussion will lead to the idea that students clearly know what integrity is: doing the right thing even when it is inconvenient, which is essentially what Tillman did.
Quickwrite (5 minutes): On the same piece of paper: What examples can you tell about that show the integrity of a friend, family member or even yourself? Can you give examples and tell about an event where you have seen a lack of integrity?


	h/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
	Surveying the Text 

One article is called “Ex-NFL Player Tillman Killed in Combat” (Washington Post) and the other is an excerpt published in the New York Times called “Where Men Win Glory” and is an excerpt from John Krakauer’s book Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman. 
1. One article was published in the Washington Post and one is an excerpt from the New York Times of a book published by Doubleday. What do you know about the publishers? Do you know anything about Jon Krakauer, author of the book excerpt? 
2. The Washington Post article was published two days after Pat Tillman’s death. The Krakauer excerpt was published more than five years after Tillman’s death. How do you predict the content will be different? 

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched.  


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

A handout to be given out when students being reading to guide them in making predictions before and as they read: 

Keep these questions in mind as you complete this activity: 
-- What do you think the purpose of these articles is?

-- Who do you think the intended audience is? How do you know?

-- What do you think the author of the Washington Post wants us to believe?

-- What do you think Krakauer wants us to believe?

-- Will these articles be negative or positive in their view of Pat Tillman’s enlistment in the Army? Will the articles be negative or positive about his Army service? 
-- Will these articles be positive or negative about the Army as a whole? 

1. Read the first four paragraphs “Ex-NFL Player Tillman Killed in Combat.” Write down your predictions, based on the title and these first paragraphs of what authors Mike Wise and Josh White will discuss. 

(Wise and White will factually discuss the events surrounding Tillman’s death, based on information provided by their sources, Pentagon officials.) 
2. Read the first four paragraphs of Jon Krakauer’s book excerpt. How is this article different in its style in its first paragraphs than the Mike Wise/Josh White article?
(Wise and White provide facts, while Krakauer puts the reader on the ground in Afghanistan with Tillman and members of his Ranger platoon.)

3. Who do Wise and White rely upon for information in their article?

(Pentagon officials, military officials.)  
4. Who does Krakauer seem to rely upon for his information
 (NFL, soldiers in Tillman’s platoon.) 



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.

1.3 Identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words.

	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Sports terminology is used in these articles and some students may need definitions not found in a dictionary. Briefly, ask the students in the class what “redshirted,” “ballhawk,” “Pac-10,” “walk-on” and “triathlon” mean. Further, the word “wadi” is specific to the Middle East (the bed or valley of a stream or sharply defined desert depression; a gully or wash). Discuss with students the term “friendly fire” as a euphemism for being killed by members of your own military unit, and the word “firefight.”  
The following words may be important in understanding the articles. Before reading each article, students will work in pairs to find the meanings of these words and record them in a vocabulary log:
Vocabulary words from Wise/White:

1. Forfeit
2. Militia

3. Elite

4. Transfixed

5. Allude

6. Inconspicuous

7. Adamant

8. Admonish

9. Morale

10. Grievous

11. Rambunctious

12. Perseverance

13. Hellion

14. Somber

Krakauer:

1. Riveting

2. Exempt

3. Devoid

4. Scurry

5. Gorge

6. Copacetic

7. Coalesce

8. Inevitable

9. Veneer

10. Barbarism

11. Inclination

12.Unsavory

13.Calamity

14. Prevaricate
15. Disavowal

16. Inept

17. Bewilderment

18. Baffling

19. Pathologist

20 Aficionados

21. Mediocre

22. Realm

23. Abhor

24. Squelch

25. Posthumous




	Reading 
· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.  
	First Reading

Read the article “Ex-NFL Player Tillman” silently and draw boxes around groups of paragraphs on the same topic/content. Number each box you create and create a category for each box/chunk. On a separate piece of paper, draw a picture that represents each of your chunks.  
Do the same with the excerpt from the Krakauer excerpt. 

Now, answer the questions about your predictions (from handout during “Making Predictions and Asking Questions” portion of this template): 
1. Which of your predictions turned out to be true? 

2. What surprised you about the articles? 

3. Do the articles persuade you to believe anything? What? 

These were the original prediction questions: 

-- What do you think the purpose of these articles is?

-- Who do you think the intended audience is? How do you know?

-- What do you think the author of the Washington Post wants us to believe?

-- What do you think Krakauer wants us to believe?

-- Will these articles be negative or positive in their view of Pat Tillman’s enlistment in the Army? Will the articles be negative or positive about his Army service? 

-- Will these articles be positive or negative about the Army as a whole? 



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.
	Looking Closely at Language

1. Why does Krakauer use quotation marks around the words “hasty clear” on page 2, line 12? 

2. You are probably familiar with the word “homo sapiens,” which means “mankind.” What is Krakauer’s purpose in using the Latin word in the first sentence of the last paragraph on page 2? 
3. Krakauer uses quotation marks around the words “just” and “honorable” when describing wars in the last paragraph on page 2. Why? 

4. Krakauer calls the female commentator Ann Coulter a “harridan,” or an ill-tempered, shrewish, scolding woman, in the final paragraph of this book excerpt. What’s his purpose in identifying her this way? 

5. Krakauer again uses quotation marks around the words “idiot” and “kill Arabs” in the last paragraph of page 4. Why does he use quotation marks around these words? 




	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 

1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.

	Rereading the Text

Reread  the articles again and do the tasks outlined here: 
1. What is each article’s thesis? 

2. State the thesis as a question.

3. Highlight details throughout the essay that address the question in some way. 

1. On your copy of each article, label: 
-- The introduction.

-- The “nut graph” or “main idea” paragraph in which the main point of the article appears.

-- Examples the author gives.

-- The conclusion.

2. In the right-hand margin, write your reaction/opinion of to what the author says, or “read against the grain.”


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis 

3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism.  

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

These questions will help you realize how the choices the authors make in writing their pieces affect the reader. Answer the questions in complete sentences.
Wise and White:

1. Wise and White use many direct quotations from individuals in their article. Find three direct quotations; write them on a piece of paper along with the name and title of the person being quoted. Explain why Wise and White quote these particular people and what effect using these particular people is designed to have upon the reader.

2. Find the paragraphs on page 2 in which the authors describe Pat Tillman on the day of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and quote him about his family’s participation in the armed services. What is their purpose in describing and quoting Pat Tillman that day? 

3. Find the paragraph on page 2 in which Wise and White describe the street on which Pat and Kevin Tillman grew up. What imagery do the authors create with their language?

Krakauer: 

4. Krakauer quotes Aeschylus, the writer of ancient Greek tragic plays, that “In war, truth is the first casualty.” What is Krakauer implying about the events surrounding Tillman’s death? 
5. See the third paragraph on page 2 in which Krakauer describes the equipment that the men carry. What is his purpose in this description?  What imagery does he create? 



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze  the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.7

Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.
	Considering the Structure of the Text

These questions will help you discover the main method of organization in these pieces. Choose one of the two pieces to analyze this way.

In pairs, write brief statements describing the function – the job – of each of the chunks that you marked at the beginning of this unit. Talk together until you negotiate an answer to each question. 

1. What does each section say?

2. What is the author’s purpose in each section?

3. How does each section affect the reader?

4. Which section is most developed? 

5. Which section is least developed? Does it need further development?
6. Which section is most persuasive? Which is least persuasive? 

7. What do you think is the text’s main argument? Is it explicit or implicit? 



	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in literary works.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.3b

Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.


	Summarizing and Responding

 In pairs, use your knowledge of the two works to summarize the main points of each. Limit your summary of each article to FIVE sentences. 

Say, Mean, Matter: As a group,  answer these three questions about each of the pieces we read: 

           What does each article say?

           What does it mean?

           Why does it matter?

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.8

· Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text.

	Thinking Critically

 Logos/ethos/pathos: For each article, answer the following questions: 
Logic (logos) questions:

1. List two major assertions the author makes in this essay.

2. Highlight the support that the author provides for these assertions. 

3. Can you think of arguments the author has left out on purpose? Why?

Questions about the author (ethos):

1. Does the author have the background to speak with authority about this subject? 

2. Is he knowledgeable? Smart? Successful?

3. Do you trust this author? Why or why not?

4. Do you think this author is deceptive? Why or why not?

5. Do you think this author is serious?

Questions about emotions (pathos)

1. Does this piece affect you emotionally? What parts?

2. Do you think the author is trying to manipulate your emotions?

3. Do your emotions conflict with the logical interpretation of the arguments?

Quickwrite: What does Jon Krakauer want you to believe? How is it different from the Wise/White article? What is your response to the two articles? How are your responses different to each? What did you learn from looking at the logos/egos/pathos questions?

	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies  1.7 

Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 1.3 

Use strategies of notetaking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.


	Using the Words of Others



	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  
	Reading the Assignment

Writing Assignment background: 
The popular NFL player Pat Tillman gave up a multi-million dollar professional football contract and joined the Army Rangers not long after Sept. 11. He was in his second tour of duty, in Afghanistan after a tour in Iraq, when he was shot to death by members of his own unit who believed he was the enemy. 
Instead of telling his family and the American public the truth of Corporal Tillman’s death through “friendly fire” or “fratricide,” the Army created a story of heroism, while soldiers who knew the truth were ordered to keep silent. Tillman’s family was not told how he really died until after a televised memorial service that many say served as a public relations tool for the armed forces. 

The writing assignment: A letter to the editor.
Write a letter to the editor of The Washington Post based on the content of the Washington Post article “Ex-NFL Player Tillman Killed in Combat” (April 24, 2004). Write the letter as if you have only the knowledge of Pat Tillman’s death contained in this story, which might be considered the “first draft of history” in the saga of events following Tillman’s death. 

Or, write a letter to the editor of The New York Times based on the New York Times excerpt from Jon Krakauer’s book Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman (Sept. 17, 2009) .  This letter should be based upon the facts in the “later draft of history” showing that Tillman’s death by friendly fire was covered up by the U.S. Army, as contained in Krakauer’s 2009 book. 

Your letter should be three paragraphs long and briefly explain the events that occurred following the death of Corporal Tillman based on the best knowledge at the time of the two articles’ publication. The letter should have a clear thesis – the subject and your opinion – and should be no more than 250 words, the typical length of a publishable letter to the editor in American newspapers.  



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Getting Ready to Write 

Review the Wise/White and Krakauer articles. 

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications 2.3a

Marshall evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.
	Formulating a Working Thesis



	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Composing a Draft



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Organizing the Essay



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Developing the Content



	Revising and Editing 
· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.


	Revising the Draft



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.


	Editing the Draft

 

	
	Reflecting on the Writing



	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

· Using Portfolios

	
	Grading Holistically



	
	Responding to Student Writing



	
	Using Portfolios 
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