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Questioning the Author

Questioning the Author

Ask the following questions as you read essays or sources.

Ask the following questions as you read essays or sources

1.
Who is the author?
1.
Who is the author?

2.
What are the author’s credentials?
2.
What are the author’s credentials?

3.
Does the author’s credentials add weight to the message?
3.
Does the author’s message match add weight to the message?

4.
What is the author trying to say?
4.
What is the author trying to say?

5.
What is the author’s message?
5.
What is the author’s message?

6.
What is the author talking about?
6.
What is the author talking about?

7.
Did the author explain this clearly?
7.
Did the author explain this clearly?

8.
Does the author adequately explain things?
8.
Does the author adequately explain things?

9.
Does the author consider the other side of the issue?
9.
Does the author consider the other side of the issue?

10.
Why is the author telling me this?
10.
Why is the author telling me this?

11.
Does the author give me enough information to help me answer
11.
Does the author give me enough information to help me answer


my research question?

my research question?

12.
Is the author giving me information that will change my research 
12.
Is the author giving me information that will change my research


question?  If so, how?

question?  If so, how?



Evaluating Web Sources

Evaluating Web Sources

Ask the following questions as you read essays or sources.

Ask the following questions as you read essays or sources

Authority
Authority

1.
Who is the author or producer of the page?
1.
Who is the author or producer of the page?

2.
What are the author’s qualifications for the information written 
2.
What are the author’s qualifications for the information written


on the site? 

on the site?

3.
If the Web site is sponsored by an organization or business, is 
3.
If the Web site is sponsored by an organization or business, is 


the sponsoring organization clearly stated?  What is it?

the sponsoring organization clearly stated?  Who is it?

4.
Can the legitimacy of the organization be verified?
4.
Can the legitimacy of the organization be verified?

5.
What is the purpose of the Web site?
5.
What is the purpose of the Web site?

Accuracy
Accuracy

6.
Can information on the site be verified by other sources?
6.
Can information on the site be verified by other sources?

7.
Is the page relatively free of grammatical errors?
7.
Is the page relatively free of grammar errors?

8.
Who has responsibility for the accuracy of the contents of the site?
8.
Who has responsibility for accuracy of the contents of the site?

Objectivity
Objectivity

9.
Is any sort of bias evident?  If so, what seems to be the author’s
9.
Is any sort of bias evident?  If so, what seems to be the author’s


bias?

bias?

10.
Is the author’s motivation for writing the Web site clear?  What 
10.
Is the author’s motivation for writing the Web site clear?  What


do you think it was?

do you think it was?

11.
If there is advertising on the page, is it clearly differentiated
11.
If there is advertising on the page, is it clearly differentiated


from the contents?

from the contents?

Recency
Recency

12.
When was the Web site produced?
12.
When was the Web site produced?

13.
Has the site been updated?  If not, are the contents out of date?
13.
Has the site been updates?  If not, are the contents out of date?

14.
Are the links in operation? Are the links accurate? If not, why?
14.
Are the links in operation? Are the links accurate? If not, why?

Coverage
Coverage

15.
Has the Web site been completed, or is it under construction?
15.
Has the Web site been completed, or is it under construction?

16.
Are the topics of the site clearly stated? If not, what is unclear?
16.
Are the topics of the site clearly stated? If not, what is unclear?

17.
Does the page address the topics stated? If not, what is missing?
17.
Does the page address the topics stated? If not, what is missing?

