Reading Analytically and Critically 
Teacher: Jessica Grimes

School: California State University Bakersfield
	Content Area Standard: 


	English (Composition) designed for an English 110 class

	Literacy Standard:


	Introducing students to the process of reading analytically and critically

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be learned


	How to recognize persuasive writing in a text: Many students struggle with critiquing research material because they don’t know what the author does to persuade them.  Oftentimes, they simply agree with the author’s argument without recognizing the subtle persuasive devices used.

	Reading Strategies


	Text-Highlighting & Believing and Doubting Game (from Reading Rhetorically, Bean)

	Curriculum

· Lesson Content


	After students have learned about pathos, ethos, and logos, the teacher can review these strategies in preparation for an in-class critique. Also this activity helps a teacher understand who “gets it” and who doesn’t. See Graphic Organizer on the next page. 

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies


	The teacher should provide each student with a text.  You may use any persuasive piece.  But the piece should have plenty of rhetorical strategies, including fallacies and examples of pathos, ethos, and logos or a deficiency of one of them. 

	Evidence/Assessment


	The teacher monitors their comprehension and makes sure that ALL of the students understand how to critique an argument.

	Accommodations

· Reading Difficulties

· Advanced Learners

· English Learners
	Offer 2 texts, one slightly more challenging than the other but along the umbrella topic.  In the second phase of the activity, place struggling students in groups with advanced learners. Make each group write down new terms that they don’t understand and define them as a class.  

	Text Instructional Materials


	The following texts work well for this assignment: Michael Moore’s “Idiot Nation” and John Taylor Gatto’s “The Seven-Lesson Schoolteacher.”  Both of these texts are in Rereading America.


Reading Comprehension
Teacher: Jessica Grimes

School: California State University Bakersfield
	Content Area Standard: 


	English (Composition) designed for an English 110 class

	Literacy Standard:


	Embracing ambiguity and confusion in reading by monitoring comprehension and understanding when meaning breaks down

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be learned


	Teach students how to keep reading when a text is difficult and to learn how to make the text manageable.  This is a particularly useful tool for reading across the curriculum and for conducting research.

	Reading Strategies


	K-W-L-Q
Rereading 

Meta-cognitive Reading Strategy: Scoring the text

	Curriculum

· Lesson Content


	In preparation for the research process, which many students dread, the teacher should model how to understand difficult concepts.  This should take 2 days. See Graphic Organizer on next page.

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies


	The first day the teacher should provide a sample research topic that the class will study.  Before the teacher introduces the text, each student should fill out the graphic organizer K-W-L.  The teacher should model some of the questions and leave some blank space for them to fill out. Then the teacher should hand out a text that’s slightly more challenging in vocabulary and new concepts.  The students should put question marks by new concept and write down new words.  Each time the text answers a question that they wanted to know, they need to write the answer in the column. Each time they read the text, they should rate their comprehension (1-10) and write what they don’t understand. Then the students repeat the process.  

	Evidence/Assessment


	This should be an in-class assignment.  Students will be graded on the graphic organizer, their score, and the writing reflection.

	Accommodations

· Reading Difficulties

· Advanced Learners

· English Learners
	Students define new terms and concepts.  It would be best to have students present what they’ve learned so that students learn from each other on the following day.  They can see the connection of conducting research and presenting the results.    

	Text Instructional Materials


	Any text from an academic journal would work.  It should correlate with the umbrella topic.  For example, if the topic is on the American dream, then a great source might be Gregory Mantsios’ “Class in America” in Rereading America.


Reading: Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed
Teacher: Jessica Grimes

School: California State University Bakersfield
	Content Area Standard: 


	English (Composition) designed for an English 80 class

	Literacy Standard:


	Introducing Barbara Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed to students. Although the book discusses a fairly known topic, its advanced vocabulary makes readers hesitant and afraid to delve in.

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be learned


	Sometimes students don’t see the connection between a text and real life.  The goal of this lesson is to use their personal experience to understand Ehrenreich’s experience.  Also, it reinforces learning the following rhetorical modes: narration, illustration, and description.

	Reading Strategies


	Surveying the Text & Prediction


	Curriculum

· Lesson Content


	In preparation for reading Nickel and Dimed, the teacher helps students relate their “experiences” to Ehrenreich, piquing their interest in the book. See attachment.

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies


	Ask students to write a journal on their “authentic” experience regarding the working poor by taking one of the chapter headings, “Scrubbing in Maine”, and writing a fictionalized account based on their experiences.  Instead of using “Scrubbing in Maine,” make them rename the chapter  “Scrubbing in California” or “Scrubbing in Bakersfield.”  They must do research on a service job, like the job of a Merry Maid, creating a believable account of how they acquired the job and the difficulties they encountered at the job.    

	Evidence/Assessment


	This is a homework assignment.  After students survey the text and make predictions, then they have to write a short paper 2-3 pages on their experience.  This is a graded assignment.  

	Accommodations

· Reading Difficulties

· Advanced Learners

· English Learners
	The teacher should use a computer lab day to help students research.  Also, this assignment should have at least one rough draft with peer editing review before it is turned in.  It is recommended that struggling students see a Writing Instructor for additional help.    

	Text Instructional Materials


	Nickel and Dimed


Reading: Evaluating Comprehension
Teacher: Jessica Grimes

School: California State University Bakersfield
	Content Area Standard: 


	English (Composition) designed for an English 80 class

	Literacy Standard:


	Using critical thinking skills to elevate comprehension of Barbara Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed to student

This assignment is in preparation for an in-class comparison/contrast essay.

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be learned


	Learn what to look for in a text to discover meaning

Also provides them with a reading and studying strategy that they can use across the curriculum

	Reading Strategies


	Cornell Note-Taking
Repeated Reading

	Curriculum

· Lesson Content


	Students struggle with note-taking because they don’t know what to look for.  This exercise models for them how to look for concepts and meaning. See attachment.

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies


	Before the students begin to read the book on their own, make them read the introduction of the book as a class and model how to take Cornell Notes.  These notes will be an on-going requirement for class discussion and for understanding the text.  Each time students read a section of the book, the teacher should provide them with 3-4 questions that they should answer. These questions should be a mix of text-explicit and text-implicit questions to raise their comprehension.

	Evidence/Assessment


	This is an in-class assignment that they will have to use to read Nickel and Dimed.  Homework will be graded on completion of the graphic organizer. 

	Accommodations

· Reading Difficulties

· Advanced Learners

· English Learners
	This assignment is geared towards helping struggling readers stay on top of the reading by providing them with a strategy to understand the text.  Advanced learners benefit from this exercise because the text-implicit questions exercise their critical thinking skills.   

	Text Instructional Materials
	“Introduction: Getting Ready” in Nickel and Dimed


Practicing Rhetorical Modes: “Scrubbing in Bakersfield”

Write a fictionalized account based on an imaginative experience working in a domestic service job.  Instead of using “Scrubbing in Maine,” your narrative should be called “Scrubbing in California” or “Scrubbing in Bakersfield.”  You must do research on a service job, preferably the job of a Merry Maid, creating a believable account of how you acquired the job and the difficulties you encountered on the job.  

It must have the following components in order to be comparable to the book: 

1). Choose a specific audience and an objective.  Are you writing to warn others about low-paying jobs?  Do you want to write an exposé on how the rich exploit the poor?  Do you want to solicit help?  You must choose a specific goal and audience before launching into your narrative.

2). Explain who you are and how you became a maid.

3). Explain how you acquired the job.  You must provide specific details, such as how much it pays per hour, where you live as a result of your meager earnings, how your lifestyle has changed since beginning the job, and other struggles or wonderful experiences you’ve encountered.  This means that you should have examples (use illustration). You may consider adding anecdotes (narrative) about health-related problems, lack of education, problems with discrimination, et cetera.  Your account must be believable.  Also, you should discuss what kind of people you meet.  

4). One of the key elements to this piece is imagining how you would feel as an outsider in someone else’s home.  Explore your feelings by thinking about how outsiders look at you and treat you.

5). The last part of your account should explore what you’ve learned from this experience.  Whatever you choose, it must alter your experience.

6). Be as thorough as possible because this exercise is in preparation for the Comparison/Contrast in-class essay.

7). Since you need to conduct research for this job, you will need to attach documents verifying your pay, residence, and bills.

Sample Domestic Service Jobs: janitor, maid at a hotel/resort, or a maid working in homes.  In your search for a position, look for housekeeping positions. 










