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	Content Area Standard:


	 Literary Response and Analysis, Listening and Sepaking, Writing, Writing Applications



	Literacy Standard Grades 9-10:


	Literary Response and Analysis

3.4
Determine character's traits from what he/she says about himself/herself (e.g., dramatic monologues, soliloquies).

3.5
Compare works that express a universal theme, providing evidence to support his/her ideas.

3.9
Explain how voice, persona, and narrator affect tone, characterization, plot, and credibility.

3.11
Analyze how the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claims (e.g., Mark Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and Rudyard Kipling's Kim).

Listening And Speaking Strategies

1.1
Formulate judgments about the ideas under discussion and support those judgments with convincing evidence.

Writing Strategies

1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.

1.2
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.

1.3
Develop key ideas within the body of the composition through use of ample supporting evidence such as scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheticals, examples, and/or definitions.

1.4
Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers, and active rather than passive voice to enliven written presentations.

1.5
Use language in natural, fresh and vivid ways to create a specific tone.

Writing Applications (Genres And Their Characteristics)

2.5
Write responses to literature that:

(1) Advance a judgment that demonstrates a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of works or passages. 

(2) Support key ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works. 

(3) Demonstrate awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 

(4) Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances and complexities within text.

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	A Day in the Life


In 1967 two writer-musicians, John Lennon and Paul McCartney, gave themselves an assignment to each write a song about one day in their respective lives. They were to return in two days with a song proposal for The Beatles’ next album, and whoever had the better song, according to George Martin, their producer, would get to put it on the album. George Martin ultimately chose both songs, and they were soon recorded.


John Lennon spent the day at home reading the newspaper and composed his song based entirely on news stories. Paul McCartney spent his day on a street called Penny Lane in Liverpool England and made note of what he saw happening.

Students will analyze these two lyrics and compose various short and long pieces of writing to demonstrate their ability to comprehend and analyze.



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	A Day in the Life

John Lennon and Paul McCartney (Lennon is the primary composer.)


[based on a reported suicide]


I read the news today oh boy
About a lucky man who made the grade
And though the news was rather sad
Well I just had to laugh
I saw the photograph
He blew his mind out in a car
He didn’t notice that the lights had changed
A crowd of people stood and stared
They’d seen his face before
Nobody was really sure
If he was from the House of Lords.

[ based on a film]


I saw a film today oh boy
The English Army had just won the war
A crowd of people turned away
But I just had to look
Having read the book.


I’d love to turn you on
Woke up, got out of bed,
Dragged a comb across my head
Found my way downstairs and drank a cup,
And looking up I noticed I was late.
Found my coat and grabbed my hat
Made the bus in seconds flat
Found my way upstairs and had a smoke,
And somebody spoke and I went into a dream

[based on a report of road repairs near a concert arena in Lancashire]

 
I heard the news today oh boy
Four thousand holes in Blackburn, Lancashire
And though the holes were rather small
They had to count them all
Not they know how many holes it takes
To fill the Albert Hall.

I’d love to turn you on.

Penny Lane
John Lennon and Paul McCartney (McCartney is the primary composer.)


In Penny Lane there is a barber showing photographs
Of ev’ry head he’s had the pleasure to know.
And all the people that come and go
Stop and say ‘Hello’.
On the corner is a banker with a motorcar,
The little children laugh at him behind his back.
And the banker never wears a mac
In the pouring rain - very strange.
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes,
There beneath the blue suburban skies
I sit, and meanwhile back
In Penny Lane there is a fireman with an hourglass
And in his pocket is a portrait of the Queen.
He likes to keep his fire engine clean,
It’s a clean machine.
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes,
A four of fish and finger pies
In summer meanwhile back
Behind the shelter in the middle of the roundabout
The pretty nurse is selling poppies from a tray.
And though she feels as if she’s in a play
She is anyway.
In Penny Lane, the barber shaves another customer,
We see the banker sitting waiting for a trim
And then the fireman rushes in
From the pouring rain - very strange.
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes,
There beneath the blue suburban skies
I sit, and meanwhile
Penny Lane is in my and in my eyes,
There beneath the blue suburban skies...
Penny Lane!

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	Activity 1 / Listening


Listen to the song “A Day in the Life,” and attempt to figure out how John Lennon feels about the stories he has read in the newspaper

Activity 2 / Quick Write


Select one of the 3 stories, and write a one-paragraph letter from John Lennon to Paul McCartney telling Paul how you (John) felt about the report.

Activity 3 / Listening


Listen to the song “Penny Lane,” and attempt to understand how Paul McCartney feels about his day of walking around Liverpool England.

Activity 4 / Quick Write


Write a two-paragraph letter as Paul writing to John. Tell of your experiences on Penny Lane. Make specific references to what you (Paul) saw. Then comment to John on his letter.

Activity 5 / Quick Write


Select one of the following options:


Option 1 / Get a copy of a newspaper like The Bakersfield Californian, select three different articles, read them, and then write a two-paragraph letter to John and Paul about a day in your life. Make sure that you include your feelings as a part of what you say.


Option 2 / Observe what happens in your world (school and home life), and write a two-paragraph letter to John and Paul about a day in your life. Make sure to narrate these events as a series of small vignettes.

Activity 6 / Essay


Consider the prompt below and compose a 4-6 paragraph essay.

Prompt


Imagine that you are George Martin (the man who produced both songs for The Beatles) and that you have just listened to John’s and Paul’s songs on tape for the first time. The original agreement was that you would choose which song you liked best, but you now realize you like both songs.


Write a letter to John and Paul jointly that comments on (1) the similar themes in both songs and (2) the different moods of the songs; (3) cite specific lyrics that you think have special meaning and discuss those meanings; (4) and tell them why you think their band, The Beatles, should record both songs.



	Evidence/Assessment


	A version of the California High School Exit Examination’s rubric will be used to evaluate the pieces of writing produced.

CRITERIA

1

2

3

4

Response to topic / Fulfills the writing task

Organization / Organizes his/her ideas

Support / Provides evidence / support

Mechanics / Uses complete sentences,

Proper grammar, punctuation, and correct spelling 



	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	Because the lyrics will be both read and heard, students will receive input via multiple modalities. Given that the selections are both relatively brief, the affective filter is reduced. Advanced learners may analyze with greater depth while English Language Learners may access bilingual dictionaries to further comprehend the selections.

	Text

Instructional Materials


	“A Day in the Life” 

“Penny Lane”

















