Voice, Sentence Variety, Style

 Teacher: Beth Lozano






   School:  Ridgeview High School
	Content Area Standard:


	 Writing 1.9 (Grades 11-12)

	Literacy Standard:


	Writing 1.9 (Grades 11-12)  Revise for voice, sentence variety, style

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Student will revise a previous piece for sentence variety by creating or revising  to add loose (strung-along), periodic, and parallel sentences.  In this first introductory lesson, students will discuss how to create rhythm of spoken language in writing and why it is necessary to do so.



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	Analysis of children’s language gap between understood written language and that 

         which they can read and write on their own

Vocabulary preview list (implications, gabbling, paradox, “reading of the riot act,” 

          monotonous)

Short text reading/note taking/discussion

Student selection of previously written piece from portfolio



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	Warm-up:  pass out excerpt from a children’s storybook and a 1st grade reader to compare/contrast for vocabulary and sentence style, as well as topic of story, and note the discrepancy between what we can  understand when written versus what we can write for ourselves

Students silently read in Lively Art of Writing pp  - 108, 108, taking notes on main ideas.

Students share in pairs what the main points are, prepare questions on anything in passage which isn’t clear, and then share ideas/questions with the class.

Whole-class discussion of WHY  “variation of sentence length” is the best, the only way to capture the rhythm of natural speech in writing.

Students select any 8-10 sentence chunks from an essay in their writing portfolios, to be revised as we study different ways to accomplish varied and sophisticated sentence length.



	Evidence/Assessment


	Notes taken in class; appropriate selection of piece to be revised.

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	For those with difficulties: vocabulary preview discussion; pair work

For advanced learners: option to revise more of essay or entire essay, for double credit

	Text

Instructional Materials


	The Lively Art of Writing by Lucile Vaughn Payne

Chapter 9 “The Sound of Sentences”

Pages from “The Saggy Baggy Elephant” and “Chrysanthemum”
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