Assignment Template Version 1.1



Assignment Template Version 1.1


The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

“A Postscript of Japanese Skulls” by John Fussell
And How it Relates to Lord of the Flies
ELA 9th & 10th 

STUDENT VERSION
By Rachel Batson
	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards: Writing Applications 

2.1 Write autobiographical narratives 

a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events to the audience. 
	Getting Ready to Read

Quickwrite: Take five minutes to explain what the word “savage” means and what kind of people are considered as such. Describe these people in detail and gives reasons why they are perceived as “savages.”  

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.


	Introducing Key Concepts
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	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
	Surveying the Text 

Before you read, “A Postscript on Japanese Skulls,” discuss the following questions:
1. What do you predict the article will be about just by looking at the title and linking it with what you were asked to write about in your quickwrite?

2. Now that you’ve made your prediction, take into account the article was written about something that took place during World War II when the Americans were fighting in Japan. Does the title have other possible meanings for you now? What are they?
3. What do you think the purpose of the article may be just from looking at the first two sentences? 

4. After looking at the pictures included from the article, does the title of the work have a different meaning? Does the purpose change?

5. What type of publication can you tell the article came from?  How?



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched.  


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

1. After reading the first two paragraphs, you can answer the following question. According to Fussel's article, what was a "much-envied" wartime trophy?
a. Why does the former Private disbelieve this?
2. Why would he want to disbelieve this?
3. Can you infer from the context who Jackie Cooper and Holden Caulfield are from reading the paragraph with their names on pg 47?

4. What is the mission of war according to pg 48?
5. After reading the first and last paragraph, what do you think the main idea of the article is? 
6. After reading the first and last paragraph, can you make an educated guess as to why we have discussed symbolism and savagery as it relates to this article and to Lord of the Flies? 

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.

1.3 Identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words.

	Introducing Key Vocabulary
Word Chart based on Frayer Model (ie: Dr. Rose Taylor): For each of the following words, please complete a word web. You must write the word, give the definition, provide at least two synonyms and antonyms, a picture, and an application (use the word in a sentence). 
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Words to put in charts: 
1. Postscript
2. Symbolism
3. Preposterous
4. Totems

5. Atrocity

6. Partisans

7. Vermin

8. Lye

9. Allusion

10. Ex-infantrymen 




	Reading 
· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.  
	First Reading

1. As you read, please highlight any words that you do not fully understand. 
2. In addition, please highlight any sentences or phrases that you do not comprehend. (Highlight Confusion—concept from Kelly Gallagher)

3. Determine which of your predictions were correct and which were not. 

4. Search for the main idea (theme) of the article as you read.
5. Underline the most significant sentence in the article and explain why it is the most important. 


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.
	Looking Closely at Language

This vocabulary self-assessment chart will help you think about whether a word is familiar and to what degree. Please add any highlighted word into this chart and lookup concise definitions for each, along with checking how well you know the word.
Word

Definition

Know it Well

Have Heard of It

Don’t know it




	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 

1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.

	Rereading the Text

1. Who is the intended audience?

2. What proof does Fussel provide for his argument that the skulls were wartime “trophies”?

3. According to Fussel, why did American troops do this with the skulls?

4. How did American soldiers do this?

5. How did many Americans back home react to this during the war?

6. What does Edward Jones say about how American behaved in war?

7. Why does Jones say this?

8. What does he want Americans to remember?

9. Why?

10. Knowing all of this, do you think Fussel would agree with the statement: "People, down in their soul, are intrinsically good."



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis 

3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism.  

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

1. What is the tone that Fussell takes in the piece?
2. Explain why you believe that is the tone using textual evidence.

3. Why is this tone an odd choice for this article?



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze  the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.7

Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.
	Considering the Structure of the Text

Reread the article, then do the following:
1. Draw a line across the page where the introduction ends. 

2. Circle the thesis statement.

3. Draw a line across the page where the conclusion begins.

4. Divide the rest of the text into sections and label each section.

5. Write a short description of what each section is about and why you believe the author put the sections in the order that he did.  

6. In each section, write an E, P, or L for Ethos, Pathos, or Logos if you believe the author is utilizing any of these rhetorical strategies.

7. Put a square around the central symbol of the article each time you see it.

8. Put a star by the people in the article who would be considered “savages.”
Now answer these questions:

1. What does each section say?

2. Which section is most developed?

3. Which section is least developed? Does it need more development or is it substantial as it is?

4. What symbol did you put a square around? How does it relate to symbolism in The Lord of the Flies? 
5. Who are the savages in the text? How can you prove this?

Finally, give an explanation for anything you marked as having E, P, or L. 

	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in literary works.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.3b

Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.


	Summarizing and Responding
Write a summary of the article that you read, and then read your summary back to yourself out loud to check for errors in sentence syntax.

Once you’ve read your own summary, please rewrite it utilizing at least three sentence strategies from the They Say/I Say chart. 


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.8

· Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text.

	Thinking Critically

 Now, we are going to go more in depth with the Ethos, Logos, and Pathos. You may use whatever markings you have made regarding E, P, and L. Be prepared to analyze the logic and support of the arguments, the character and intention of the author, and the emotional effects on the reader of the language used and the details provided. 

1. (LOGOS—Logic) Locate major claims and assertions you have identified in your previous analysis, and ask yourself, “Do I agree with the logic of Fussell’s point that ……”

a. Is there adequate support for the claims he has made?

b. Is there any claim that seems week or unsupported?

c. Which one do you believe is weakest/strongest?

2. (ETHOS—Credibility)Who is Fussell? If you have not done so already, please do a quick and dirty Internet research strategy to find information about him. What is his profession? What other articles has he written? What does he usually write about? Do the facts you find about his life, his credentials, and his interests make him seem more or less credible to you?

a. Does Fussell have the write to speak on this subject?

b. Does he use any other author or work’s credibility to support his own argument?

c. What does his style and tone tell you about him?

d. Do you trust him? Why or why not?

3. (PATHOS—Emotions) Fussell exposes the fact that Japanese skulls were severed from dead soldier’s bodies with the skin boiled from them and sent as stationary to lovers in America. Does this evoke any emotion from the reader?
a. Does the article affect you emotionally? What emotion? Where in the article?

b. Is Fussell purposely trying to manipulate your emotions? How?

c. Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretation of the arguments? In what ways?

	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn

Many of the activities you have completed so far have involved writing. These kinds of informal writing assignments are part of a process called “writing to learn.” You have been using writing, in essence, as a way for you to understand and interpret the texts you have been reading. Such informal writing is also a useful tool for helping you get ready to do more formal writing, as with the writing assignment you’ll find below. To help you construct a claim for your essay as you work on this assignment, be sure to revisit the informal writing you have done. The chart, in particular, will help you to synthesize information for your paper.

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies  1.7 

Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 1.3 

Use strategies of notetaking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.


	Using the Words of Others

When you write anything in response to a text you have read, you will have to describe for your reader what the original text says. This can be done through direct quotations (saying precisely what the original author said), paraphrasing (providing a specific idea from the text, but putting it in your own words), and summarizing (providing the primary ideas from the text in a generalized form). 

The activities you have already completed have asked you to find quotations, provide paraphrases, and write summaries, so you should be well prepared for using the words of Shakespeare, Armstrong, Ripley, and the makers of the human life value calculator within your formal essay.
When you use any method for representing the ideas from another text in your own writing, you must provide a citation. Your teacher will probably already have described for you the type of citation you need to use for this class, so be sure to follow those instructions carefully. Remember, even when you are summarizing and paraphrasing, you still must attribute the ideas to the original writer.


	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  
	Reading the Assignment

On-Demand Writing Assignment

You will have 45 minutes to plan and write an essay on the topic below. Before you begin writing, read the passage carefully and plan what you will say. 
Prompt

Examine Fussell’s argument and tell whether you agree or disagree with his claims that Americans are savage. In addition, describe how the central symbol of this nonfiction article relates to the central theme of Lord of the Flies and provides support for his claim that Americans are just as brutal and barbaric as “uncivilized” people. 


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Getting Ready to Write 

Analyzing the Assignment

A “Do/What Chart” is a strategy you can use to clarify directions. To create a “Do/What Chart,” draw a T-graph in your notes, labeling one side “Do” and the other side “What.” Then list verbs from the prompt in the “Do” column and the objects of those verbs in the “What” column.
Do

What

Revisit the chart you made while reading the texts. Pay particular attention to the column that asks about your opinion of each text’s claims. This will help you to determine where your ideas fit within the “conversation” about the purpose and argument that takes place in the texts we read. Try writing sentences that fill in these blanks as a way of determining your own position.

• “I agree most with the ideas in ________ because _______________.”

• “I agree least with the ideas in ________ because _______________.”



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications 2.3a

Marshall evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

Your essay’s thesis is the primary claim that you will be making about Fussell’s argument on American savagery. There are several attributes of claims that form the basis of successful essays. A good claim is:

· Clear. Your reader should easily understand your essay’s claim.

· Compelling. The claim should be interesting to your reader and should make the reader want to read your entire paper.
· Complex. A claim that is too simple will not engage your reader and won’t contribute significantly to the “conversation” about the topic.

· Contestable. Any claim that no one would disagree with is unlikely to be of interest to your reader.

Try writing a few claims for your essay. It might be helpful to think of your claim as a response to a specific question whose answer matters to the essay’s audience. For instance, your claim should try to answer the question, “How does Fussell’s argument reflect on the American idea of savagery? Does he intentionally use the symbolism found in Lord of the Flies to support his claim?” Your claim could take the form of a sentence that combines both an assertion—a statement of your opinion—and a rationale—a generalized reason in support of the assertion. Here are a couple of examples of claims that take this form:

• Schools should put more money into academics than into athletics because the primary goal of a school is to educate students, not to train athletes.

• The Star Wars films remain popular because they show the classic tale of an individual’s triumph over oppression.

Put your claim into this assertion-rationale form, and you will be ready to begin drafting your essay.



	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Composing a Draft

Every writer’s process for crafting a paper’s first draft is unique. Some prefer to write an entire paper at a single sitting; others carefully plan the paper with outlines or maps prior to writing. The importance of a paper’s first draft is that it provides an opportunity for you to shape your ideas into a coherent, written form. The following guidelines will help you write a good argument essay:
1. State your opinion on the topic in your thesis statement. To write

a thesis statement for an argument essay, you must take a stand for or against an action or an idea. In other words, your thesis statement should be debatable—a statement that can be argued or challenged and that will not be met with agreement by everyone who reads it. Your thesis statement should introduce the subject and state your opinion about that subject.
2. Take your audience into consideration as you write your essay. When you write your essay, you will need to assume that your audience is generally well-informed but may not have the specific knowledge you have gained through reading and discussion as you have moved through this module. You will need to provide your readers with information and your sources for that information, whether you are citing statistics or paraphrasing someone else’s argument.
3. Choose evidence that supports your thesis statement. Evidence is probably the most important factor in writing an argument essay. Without solid evidence, your essay is nothing more than opinion; with it, your essay can be powerful and persuasive. If you supply convincing evidence, your readers will not only understand your position but may agree with it.

Evidence can consist of facts, statistics, statements from authorities, and examples or personal stories. Examples and personal stories can be based on your own observations, experiences, and reading, but your opinions are not evidence. Other strategies, such as comparison/ contrast, definition, and cause/effect, can be particularly useful in building an argument. Use any combination of evidence and writing strategies that supports your thesis statement.
4. Anticipate opposing points of view. In addition to stating and supporting your position, anticipating and responding to opposing views are important. Presenting only your side of the argument leaves half the story untold —the opposition’s half. If you acknowledge that there are opposing viewpoints and answer them, your argument is stronger.
5. Maintain a reasonable tone. Just as you probably would not win an argument by shouting or making mean or nasty comments, do not expect your readers to respond well to such tactics. Keep the “voice” of your essay calm and sensible. Your readers will be much more open to what you have to say if they think you are a reasonable person.
6. Organize your essay in such a way that it presents your position as effectively as possible. You want your audience to agree with you by the end of your essay; therefore, you need to organize it in a way that will make it easy for your readers to follow. The number of paragraphs will vary depending on the nature of your assignment, but the following outline shows the order in which the features of an argument essay are most effective:
Introduction

Background information

Introduction of the subject

Statement of your opinion

Body paragraphs

Common ground

Ample evidence (logical and emotional)

Opposing point of view

Response to the opposing point of view

Conclusion

Restatement of your position

A call for action or agreement

The arrangement of your evidence in an argument essay will depend to a great extent on your readers’ opinions. Most arguments will be organized from general to particular, from particular to general, or from one extreme to another. When you know that your readers already agree with you, arranging your details from general to particular or from most to least important is usually the most effective strategy. Using that order, you build on your readers’ agreement and loyalty as you explain your thinking on the subject. If you suspect that your audience does not agree with you, reverse the organization of your evidence, and arrange it from particular to general or from least to most important. In that way, you will be able to take your readers step by step through your reasoning in an attempt to get them to agree with you.


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Organizing the Essay

The following items are traditional parts of all essays:

• An introduction (usually one or two paragraphs) that “hooks” the reader and provides a thesis statement, or roadmap, for the reader

• The body (as many paragraphs as necessary), which supports the thesis statement point by point

• A conclusion (usually only one paragraph) that summarizes the main

points and explains the significance of the argument

The number of paragraphs in an essay will depend on the nature and complexity of your argument.

Here are some additional hints to help you organize your thoughts:

Introduction

• You might want to include the following in your introductory paragraph

(or paragraphs):

– A “hook” to get the reader’s attention

– Background information the audience may need

– A thesis statement and an indication of how the essay will be developed (“forecasting”). Note: A thesis statement states the topic of the essay and the writer’s position on that topic. You may choose to sharpen or narrow your thesis at this point.
Body

• Paragraphs that present support of the thesis statement, usually in topic sentences supported with evidence. (See “Getting Ready to

Write.”)

• Paragraphs that include different points of view or address counterarguments

• Paragraphs or sentences in which you address those points of view

by doing the following:

– Refuting them

– Acknowledging them but showing how your argument is better

– Granting them altogether but showing that they are irrelevant

• Evidence that you have considered your own values, beliefs, and

assumptions; the values, beliefs, and assumptions of your audience;

and some common ground that appeals to the various points

of view

Conclusion

• A final paragraph (or paragraphs) that includes a solid argument to

support the thesis and indicate the significance of the argument—

the “so what?” factor

Draw horizontal lines through your essay to distinguish these three parts, and label them in the margin.



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Developing the Content

Here are few highlights about developing your essay:

• Most body paragraphs consist of a topic sentence (or an implied topic sentence) and concrete details to support that topic sentence.

• Body paragraphs give evidence in the form of examples, illustrations, statistics, and so forth and analyze the meaning of the evidence.

• Each topic sentence is usually directly related to the thesis statement.

• No set number of paragraphs makes up an essay.

• The thesis dictates and focuses the content of an essay.


	Revising and Editing 
· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.


	Revising the Draft

You now need to work with the organization and development of your draft to make sure that your essay is as effective as possible.
Peer Group Work

Work in groups of three or four. Each student will read his or her essay aloud to the other members of the group. Then complete Part I of the Evaluation Form for each essay.

Paired Work

Working in pairs, decide how you will revise the problems your group members have identified.

Individual Work

Revise the draft on the basis of the feedback you have received and the decisions you have made with your partner.

Revising Guidelines for Individual Work

• Have I responded to the assignment?

• What is my purpose for this essay?

• What should I keep? What is the most effective?

• Where do I need more details, examples, and other evidence to support my point?

• What can I omit? Do I use irrelevant details? Am I repetitive?

• Are parts of my essay confusing or contradictory? Do I need to explain my ideas more fully?

• What should I rethink? Is my position clear? Do I provide enough analysis to convince my readers?

• How is my tone? Am I too overbearing or too firm? Do I need qualifiers?

• Have I addressed differing points of view?

• Does my conclusion show the significance of my essay?

• Have I used key vocabulary words correctly to represent the ideas from the article? 
• Have I used words that refer to specific facts from the text?


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.


	Editing the Draft

You now need to work with the grammar and mechanics of your draft to make sure that your use of language is effective and conforms to the guidelines of standard written English.

Edit your draft on the basis of the information you have received from your teacher or a tutor. Use the editing checklist in the evaluation form provided by your teacher.
The suggestions below will help you edit your own work:

• Set your essay aside for 24 hours before rereading it to find errors.

• Read your essay out loud so you can hear errors and any rough spots.

• At this point, focus on individual words and sentences rather than on overall meaning. Take a sheet of paper and cover everything except the line you are reading. Then touch your pencil to each word as you read.

• With the help of your teacher, figure out your own pattern of errors—the most serious and frequent errors you make.

• Look for only one type of error at a time. Then go back and look for a second type and, if necessary, a third.

• Use the dictionary to check spelling and to confirm that you have chosen the right word for the context.

	
	Reflecting on the Writing

When you have completed your essay, answer the following six

questions:

1. What was most difficult about this assignment?

2. What was easiest?

3. By completing this assignment, what have you learned about arguing?

4. What do you think are the strengths of your argument? Place a wavy line by the parts of your essay that you feel are very good.

5. What are the weaknesses, if any, of your paper? Place an X by the parts of your essay you would like help with. Write any questions you have in the margin.

6. What have you learned from this assignment about your own writing process—about preparing to write, about writing the first draft, about revising and about editing?
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