Cultural Literacy Discussion

 Teacher: Heather Lamers  








      School: CSUB

	Content Area Standard:


	 Literacy



	Literacy Standard:


	Cultural literacy

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Critical thinking (discussing), reading, writing



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	See Strategy #6 below: “Cultural Literacy Discussion”



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	See Strategy #6 below: “Cultural Literacy Discussion”



	Evidence/Assessment


	Journals, group work, essays evolving from class discussion

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	All levels—again, base exercise on reading level

	Text

Instructional Materials


	I use Anaya’s Bless Me, Ultima as an example, but short stories or essays work, too




From Content Area Literacy: An Integrated Approach
Chapter Seven—Literature: Using Tradebooks

Summary:  The following strategies employ the use of nonfiction tradebooks as supplements to classroom curricula.  The editors emphasize the opportunities for synthesizing material from tradebooks into adopted textbooks and class lecture.  

Purpose:  Improved test scores and content comprehension are always goals in the reading/composition classroom, but Readence, Bean, and Baldwin cite the importance of instilling a joy of reading into students no matter the subject.

Strategy #6—Cultural Literacy Discussion (132-3)

This type of discussion works best with multicultural novels and/or short stories because of the questions that will be asked.  These discussions could also be explored in the novel journal.

Assignment:  Read a passage from Bless Me, Ultima after the evil Tenorio has killed the town drunk.  The young protagonist, Tony, finds his older friend’s body in the snow; as he is dying, he asks Tony to bless him.  Soon after, the man dies and Tony runs home and then passes out from a horrible case of pneumonia.  Several questions about the novel’s voice, race, class, gender, ideology can be explored in small discussion groups and then recorded by a group leader or individually in novel journals.

Source: Rudolfo Anaya, Bless Me, Ultima  
















