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Pay People to Not Have Kids

by Robert J. Lanz

Instead of paying people to have children, why don’t we pay people not to have them?  What sense does it make to subsidize poverty and overcrowding?  There is no social, familial, or environmental problem that is not further aggravated by increasing the population.

Why not offer an incentive for people to consider family size?  The government could offer $5,000 to anyone of voting age to get her tubes tied, at government expense––no restrictions on age, sex, race, socio-economic class, current family size, welfare status, or anything else.  Simply by reason of reaching the age of majority, it is assumed that citizens are capable of making such decisions for themselves.  The stipend could be increased to $7,500 to anyone who agrees to start an IRA, with a government-backed 7% rate much like a savings bond.  To further promote responsibility and opportunity, the government should offer $10,000 to anyone who puts the money into a tax-free education fund, at 10%, for their existing children.

This is not a plan to force anybody into anything.  It is an opportunity.  It is a chance for economically disadvantaged families to pull themselves out of poverty, a chance for the middle class to get that extra money for retirement.

I can hear people already saying that this plan would be unfair to poor people.  It’s not.  It gives them cash, the down payment on a house, a secure future or a college education for their existing children.

They don’t have to accept the money if they don’t want to.

Aimed at minorities? No, it isn’t.  On the contrary, the correlation between race and socio-economic class indicates that this may be the best opportunity for a minority family to move out of poverty, send kids to school, or guarantee a nest egg that Social Security probably won’t.

The critics also may claim that it takes unfair advantage of people with poor impulse control, preys on the desperate, or is too alluring to drug addicts and alcoholics.  So what?

And to make it really fair and totally across the board, anyone, at any time, can give the money back and ask that the procedure be reversed.  In most cases, it can.

—The Los Angeles Times—November 6, 1999—page B9

Assignment:  Should the government offer financial incentives to men and women to have surgery to prevent the conception of children?  Use the article to support your position. 

