IN-CLASS ESSAY PREWRITING PACKET

Prewriting Packet with attached article must be completed and handed in with your typed essay.  No late packets will be accepted.

Teacher:  Heather Lamers






       School: CSUB
Part One

Highlight the essay’s thesis or main argument in green.  Highlight the essay’s supporting points (not details!) in yellow.  Circle any words that you do not understand, and look up their definitions in the dictionary.  Write these definitions on the article itself next to the circled word.

Part Two

What is your position?  Do you agree or disagree?  







Part Three

In the following blanks, write at least four major supporting points that you could develop into topic sentences for your body paragraphs:

1.  














2.  














3.  














4.  














Part Four

Does the author use ethos, logos, and/ or pathos appeals?  If so, when?  Why?  Do these appeals help support the author’s point or do they create doubt and possibly invalidate his or her position?

Part Five

Does the author commit any logical fallacies?  If so, list them:

Part Six

Choose at least three passages from the article that could support your position.  If you disagree with the author’s position, choose at least three quotes to create your opposition.

1.  














2.  














3.  














Part Seven

What solutions to the social problem would you suggest?  These solutions could be used in your conclusion.  Some solutions could be derived from possible suggestions the author makes in the article.

Part Eight

Compose your thesis statement:  










Part Nine

Compose your topic sentences for your paragraphs (you need 3-6 supporting points):

1.  














2.  














3.  














4.  














5.  














6.  














Criteria:

1. 2 pages, double-spaced, typed in a 10-12 size non-bold font.  Margins must be no larger than 1” all around.  Papers that are not typed will not be accepted  (automatic zero.)  Also, papers that do not meet minimum page requirements will not receive a passing grade.  Please do not hand in papers with gaps between the paragraphs or gaps at the top or bottom of the pages.

2. Paper must have a clear, focused thesis statement.

3. Student information on the first page must be in MLA format—see Quick Access for help with MLA (plus I will instruct you as to how to construct your first page).  No title page, please.

4. Papers must be composed at the collegiate level.  Pay attention to the grading sheet on the other side of this page! 

5. Students must include the grading criteria sheet, this packet—all prewriting.

6. Please adopt a formal writing style.  Please do not use any 1st or 2nd person references.  Use specific, concrete references to get your point across.

7. Papers must be proofread!  Don’t  insult your intelligence (or mine) by handing in sloppy rough drafts passed off as final drafts.

8. Plan ahead—don’t procrastinate!  Complete this packet  ahead of time, so you’ll be clear-headed.  

9. Ask for help!  I am here for you!  The tutors are available for questions and concerns!   E-mail me!  I’ll help you if you only ask.

